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Newsletter No 19






                  December 2017

Dear Members,








By the time you receive this newsletter a wondrous calm will have settled over Johannesburg. And unlike the Cape, we have fortunately been blessed with rain, so those of us holidaying in the City will be able to enjoy our lush gardens and green tree canopy. But our forest is something we take for granted – the City and tourist agency proudly proclaim that we are the world’s largest urban forest, but seem to be oblivious to the need to protect it for future generations. And we are losing vast swathes of our mature treescape every year to the greed and lack of imagination of developers, and to the complacency of the Council. So it is very heartening that a local has taken on the challenge to protect our urban forest – Markus Scheuermaier, who previously championed the green heritage of Melrose and surrounds has now extended this battle to encompass the entire City, and has formed the Johannesburg Urban Forest Alliance. 
The Johannesburg Urban Forest Alliance represents about the 20 organisations, associations and other bodies from across the city, including the Johannesburg Heritage Foundation. The purpose of the Alliance is to help preserve and expand Johannesburg's existing urban forest. The Alliance is currently pursuing this aim in two ways: (1) By requesting amendments to the Land Use Scheme to specifically protect mature trees, both on private and public property; and to (2) Give this teeth by introducing a Tree By-Law. The Alliance needs all the help it can get, so please do support its work by writing to your local Councillor to express your support for the amendment of the Land Use Scheme and introduction of the Tree By-Law, and to copy johannesburg.forest@gmail.com in your correspondence.
Elsewhere in the City green warriors are fighting to protect our historic public open spaces.
Artist James Delaney’s windows face onto The Wilds, but he was warned not to walk there. But he got a dog, ventured into the Park and discovered a wonderland of beautiful indigenous trees and stone pathways and views. It didn’t seem dangerous, but was awfully overgrown and neglected. So, with a helper James started clearing out dead trees and creating sight-lines. His friends still wouldn't come, so he came up with the idea of installing 67 owl sculptures in the yellowwood forest for Mandela Day. James’s enthusiasm soon started attracting volunteers, who came to chop, clear, paint & lend a hand. And explore, with eyes wide at the beauty of the place. In a moment of rebellious creativity, James decided to dispense with the regulation City Parks green paint and started painting the park benches in an array of bright colours. The Park now boasts a little library, several wonderful sculptures, and is looking better than it has in decades. 
Two years ago the Rhodes Park murders left two men dead, and a neighbourhood in crisis. Rhodes Park had been deteriorating by almost imperceptible degrees over the last two decades, as Park maintenance deteriorated, gates were stolen and structures vandalised. But the horrific murders, and the gang rape of the victims’ wives, was inconceivable in what was once one of Joburg’s most beautiful parks. Local residents, led by Gail Scott-Wilson, decided that they were not going to wait for the City to do something, and arranged regular organised park walks and clean ups. In October, Gail created a collaborative land art event to "cleanse and commemorate" the horrific event, and to create happier memories in the space. A huge success, the event has inspired even more local residents to reclaim their park.  
And while these heritage warriors have been hard at work, our contribution to saving green spaces includes objecting to the loss of half the Park where the Rosebank Library stands. The Rosebank Urban Development Framework recognises that a significant increase in density will need to be balanced with public amenities, including four public libraries and nine parks. The proposed development, which is not opposed by the Environmental Impact Assessment, destroys half of a small park as well as the Rosebank Public Library. What town planner managed to reconcile the City’s plan with the Developer’s greed? 

Of course, the focus on our green heritage does not mean that our built heritage is faring well. 
The JHF is a member of the newly established Gauteng Heritage Action Group (GHAG) that has launched a 'Heritage Horror Stories' campaign. Sites that have been neglected for years have received 'black plaques' (the opposite of the prestigious blue plaque) with the aim of shaming owners into taking action. 
Many of these owners have made big promises over the years but have failed to deliver. Sadly, many of the offenders are Provincial and City entities: the City of Johannesburg (owner of the Rissik Street Post Office), the Department of Public Works (owner of the Marshall Street Barracks), the Department of Health (owner of the Hospital Superintendent’s House), and the Gauteng Provincial Administration (owner of the Second Rand Water Board Building), but a private developer has the dishonour of owning two buildings with black plaques. That is Urban Ocean, who owns the criminally neglected CNA Building and New Kempsey Building. 
What makes the neglect of these two buildings (and the neighbouring Shakespeare House, also owned by Urban Ocean) even more shocking, is that they are situated a block away from the offices of the PHRA-G (the legislated protector of our built heritage) and that their southern neighbours are well maintained and increasingly vibrant. 
That is the work of Gerald Olitzki of OPH, who has for the past two decades slowly increasing his ownership of properties around Gandhi Square, renovating them, installing responsible tenants, and applying the principles of good urban management to ensure that they thrive. The contrast between OPH and Urban Ocean buildings is stark, and Urban Ocean should be ashamed of themselves. One of the highlights of our fourth quarter tour programme was visiting the historic Somerset House and High Court Building, both owned by OPH and in the process of a sensitive heritage restoration.
But there may yet be hope. In response to our Black Plaque, the Department of Public Works convened a meeting with the JHF and has promised to start the tender process for renovations and extensions to the Marshall Street Barracks in 2018. Similarly, the City of Johannesburg has committed tens of millions of Rands to restoring the façade of the Rissik Street Post Office in the new financial year. We have heard these promises before – let’s see if they are accompanied by action this time round!
And what of the Queen Victoria Maternity Hospital, that we also awarded a black plaque too? Dawn Robertson, CEO of Constitution Hill invited Flo Bird to tea so that she could describe forthcoming developments at Con Hill.  Bringing the office of the Chief Justice there is of great importance plus the transfer of the academy for training new judges and magistrates. The Queen Victoria will become flats for a while, and may later be converted into a hotel for visitors to Con Hill. 
The part that pleased Flo most was that the area along Sam Hancock which was used as a parking lot and then a dumping ground, will be open space, available to the people of the area. This replaces on a smaller scale the recreation grounds lost when the Constitutional Court was built there.
We should really be awarding a black plaque to the Johannesburg Art Gallery too. We are pleased that the City recognizes that there is a problem of water leaks and a great civic collection at risk, but it is taking too long to move from planning into action.
And when we’re not dealing with demolition by decay, our City’s heritage treasures are being defaced by horrible advertising wraps that do not follow the stipulated heritage process. The most recent examples are those covering McKay Mansions and the St Andrew’s Building. The City is sympathetic, and we have received great support for Eric Itzkin in Heritage and Jack Sekgobela in Development Planning, but there doesn’t appear to be any ability to follow this up with enforcement.

The JHF is, however, not waiting for the PHRA-G, City and Province to do something about our heritage. In addition to our enormously successful tour programme, our Blue Plaques programme has been exceptionally busy this quarter, and we have awarded plaques to the Baptist Church in Troyeville, Congregational Church in Turffontein, Houghton Heights apartment block, the Shlom Eating House, the Market Theatre, the homes of boxer Theo Mthembu (unveiled on Flo Bird’s and Tshenolo Mokhele’s wonderful tour of Dube) and June 16 leader Seth Mazibuko in Soweto, the home where Helen Suzman grew up in Parktown, and a plaque recognising the outstanding architectural qualities of Highveld House in Forest Town.
With the generous assistance of the McKenzie Foundation, we were also able to commission renowned artist Stephanie Fassler restore the stained glass windows in the Friedenskirche in Hillbrow, originally the work of artist Elly Holm. Join Flo Bird and Stephanie Fassler on their tour of stained glass in Johannesburg in March to see how wonderful they look!
The JHF celebrated the season in style at the Bumper Festive Book Sale at Northwards, followed by a lecture on Joburg’s 13 decades. Cool, overcast weather created a perfect atmosphere for book browsing, and our mince pies and sherry were wildly popular. It really was a winning formula of sense of place, heritage promotion, sociable gathering, and fund raising.  

For those of you still looking for the perfect gift, we have copies of Hidden Johannesburg which may be purchased from Eira's office at a discounted price of R320.  Get yours before the publisher runs out! 

I wish you and your family a peaceful holiday, and a happy and successful 2018. And please do keep Dennis Adams in your thoughts. He has been in hospital since the beginning of October, recovering from a heart operation and a number of secondary infections. The good news is that at the end of November he was successfully transferred to the Netcare Rehabilitation Centre in Auckland Park, and is in good spirits. 

Yours sincerely,

Brett McDougall

Chairman
JANUARY
HOUSE TOUR
‘EDOARDO VILLA HOUSE’

SATURDAY, 20th JANUARY
Warren Siebrits (the expert on contemporary South African art, a curator, writer and collector) and his partner Lunetta Bartz have restored the Edoardo Villa house back to its original condition and placed their collection of Villa sculptures in the house and garden.  

Designed in 1968 by Villa's friend Ian McKellan the house is tiny, only 100 square metres, while the large garden accommodated many of Villa’s steel sculptures.  An example of the New Brutalism, Clive Chipkin describes it as “Powerful sculptural bagged brick forms, paved courts and perimeter walkways, brilliantly animated by Edoardo Villa’s steel sculptures.”  It remained the sculptor’s home until his death at the age of 95. Warren will talk to us about Edoardo the man and Villa the artist, while Lunetta will tell us about her friend, the little known Claire, Villa’s beloved wife.

This is a tour not to be missed.
GUIDES
:
Warren Siebrits, Lunetta Bartz and Janet Hughes 

TIME

:
14h00

PARK

:
73 – 4th Street, Kew
COST

:
R90.00 for members and R150.00 for non-members 

DURATION
:
Approximately 2 hours

MAXIMUM No:
20
SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1

IMPORTANT NOTE: If paying by EFT, please read the note at the end of the programme.
WALKING TOUR
‘RAND AIRPORT’

SATURDAY, 27th JANUARY

The Rand Airport was opened in August 1935, and was immediately acknowledged by The Times as one of the Empire’s most modern and best equipped airports. The Terminal building is a masterpiece of streamlined moderne design, its hovering cantilevers and supporting columns evoking an aircraft undercarriage. The Times reported that passengers leaving London on Wednesdays arrived at Germiston on the Thursday afternoon of the following week – Johannesburg was now a mere 8 days away from the centre of the Empire!
80 years later, Johannesburg has developed into a regional aviation hub, and the airport and its frenetic pace have decamped to less evocative buildings in Kempton Park, but Rand Airport still performs an important role in the charter aviation industry, and its buildings – startlingly white cubist and rounded forms – are still a delight to behold.

Join us on a tour exploring the history of flight on the Rand, and the remarkable group of buildings comprising Rand Airport.
GUIDES
:
David Gurney and Clare van Zwieten
TIME

:
14h00

PARK

:
Rand Airport, on Rand Airport Road, Germiston
COST

:
R90.00 for members and R150.00 for non-members 

DURATION
:
Approximately 2 hours

MAXIMUM No:
60

SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1
IMPORTANT NOTE: If paying by EFT, please read the note at the end of the programme.

-----oOo-----

FEBRUARY
FUNDRAISER TOUR
‘THE WILDS - A PARK FOR POETS, ARTISTS, THINKERS AND WRITERS’

SUNDAY, 4th FEBRUARY

The Wilds was donated to Johannesburg by JCI in 1925 and since 1936 has been planted with indigenous flora only. It is one of our City’s green treasures, and was recognised as a National Monument in 1981. The last 30 years have not been kind to The Wilds, and from the 1980s criminal activity affected visitor numbers and stripped the park of its sundial and plaques. 
But the park has a new champion – artist James Delaney, who three years ago decided to ignore the ominous warnings and brave his back-yard. Amazed by what he discovered, he has been working tirelessly to activate the space by creating sight lines, installing public, painting benches, and inspiring Joburgers to visit and get involved.

Explore the park’s history, see the famous 67 owls and other works of art, and hear about future plans for this amazing park. And feel free to bring a picnic lunch to enjoy!
ALL proceeds of this tour will go to fund James’s remarkable work in The Wilds. Our tour price is a suggestion – please give as much as you are able to!

GUIDES
:
James Delaney and Brett McDougall 

TIME

:
14h00

PARK

:
Roedean parking on Houghton Drive – indicated by the red dot!
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MEET

:
At the parking entrance to The Wilds on Houghton Drive

COST

:
R150.00 donation per person, but we welcome more!
DURATION
:
Approximately 2 hours

MAXIMUM No:
60

SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1

IMPORTANT NOTE: If paying by EFT, please read the note at the end of the programme.
-----oOo-----

WALKING TOUR
‘VICTORIA YARDS’
SATURDAY, 10th FEBRUARY

The grandly named “New York Steam Laundry, Limited” was established in 1903, and from 1913 occupied a gabled brick building on the corner of Viljoen Street and Victoria Road in Lorentzville, a suburb founded with the promise of a bucolic and salubrious lifestyle, far from the noise and dust of the City, but one that had gradually crept into semi-industrial decay as the wealthy moved north.
Its fortunes mirrored that of the City itself – growing and prospering in the 30’s boom and beyond, and then falling into decay as the suburbs spread further and further away.
But its buildings now have a new lease on life, as “Victoria Yards”, a development that replicates the success of 44 Stanley and Maboneng in bringing creative industries into derelict industrial spaces. In addition to this, the developers are also committed to the cause of urban agriculture, and to the rehabilitation of the Jukskei River, which runs through the site and once provided water to the steam laundry.

Join us on a tour that not only explores the past and future of Victoria Yards, but also the historic urban fabric that surrounds it.
GUIDES
:
Brett McDougall and John-John de Castro
TIME

:
14h00

PARK

:
Victoria Yards, between Victoria Road and Frere Road on 
Viljoen Street, Lorentzville
COST

:
R90.00 for members and R150.00 for non-members 

DURATION
:
Approximately 2.5 hours

MAXIMUM No:
60

SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1

IMPORTANT NOTE: If paying by EFT, please read the note at the end of the programme.

-----oOo-----

LECTURE

‘DEMYSTIFYING THE NATIONAL HERITAGE RESOURCES ACT’
SATURDAY, 17th FEBRUARY

Do you know that all structures that are over 60 years old receive general protection under the National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA), no 25 of 1999? Do you know that in order to alter or demolish all or part of such a structure, you need to comply with the provisions of the NHRA? Are you aware of the penalties that you may incur if you do not comply with the NHRA? What process needs to be followed and what documentation needs to be submitted? And what is the role of architects, estate agents, developers and residents’ associations in the process?
These are questions that shockingly few property owners, architects, estate agents and neighbourhood activists know the answers to. 

Yasmin Mayat and Brendan Hart are experts in navigating the NHRA. They are practising heritage architects at Mayat Hart Architects, sit on the Joint Plans Committee East, and have years of experience in dealing with complex heritage matters. Join them as they simplify the often confusing and complex provisions of the NHRA, and equip you to deal with them with confidence!
GUIDES
:
Yasmin Mayat and Brendan Hart

TIME

:
14h00

MEET

:
At Northwards, 21 Rockridge Road, Parktown
COST

:
R150 for members and R200 for non-members
DURATION
:
Approximately 2 hours

MAXIMUM No:
70

SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1

HOUSE TOUR
‘LIFESTYLES OF VICTORIAN JOBURG’S RICH AND FAMOUS’

SATURDAY, 24th FEBRUARY

This is a tale of rags to riches, of hard work and not a little luck, and the comforts that were enjoyed by the privileged few in the ramshackle colonial outpost of Johannesburg. Thomas Cullinan arrived in the City in 1887 a humble bricklayer, but by 1896 he was able to build The View, a fabulous statement of wealth on the Parktown ridge. 

The richness of detail and ornamentation quite takes the breath away, and the impact of the interiors is heightened by the regalia and history of the Transvaal Scottish, which is proudly on display.

We will explore the house and be enthralled by the story of the Cullinans and the history of the Transvaal Scottish, and we will also learn of domestic life in Victorian and Edwardian Johannesburg. But the highlight for many will be tea and scones served in grand surroundings!

GUIDES
:
Dr Alexandra Parker and Monique Jefferson McDonald

PARK

:
The View, 23 Ridge Road, Parktown

TIME

:
14h00

DURATION
:
2 hours

COST

:
R140.00 for members and R200.00 for non-members – 
which includes tea and scones

MAXIMUM No: 
40

SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1

IMPORTANT NOTE: If paying by EFT, please read the note at the end of the programme.

-----oOo-----

MARCH
ILLUSTRATED LECTURE
‘THE STORY OF A GREAT FRIENDSHIP – GANDHI AND KALLENBACH IN JOHANNESBURG’
SATURDAY, 3rd MARCH
Despite the geographic and cultural distance of their roots, Mohandas Gandhi and Hermann Kallenbach enjoyed a close and intense friendship in South Africa for ten years after their paths first crossed in 1904. “Soulmates”, they lived together for much of this time in Orchards, Mountain View and at the farm and community they created south of Johannesburg, Tolstoy farm, near Lawley.

Kallenbach made a unique contribution to the Johannesburg townscape – in a series of religious, commercial and residential buildings, and as a township developer in the north-eastern suburbs. 
But it is the decade where he and Gandhi shared a friendship and a political struggle in this City, between 1903 and 1914, was perhaps the most significant in his life.
Gandhi would develop the philosophy of Satyagraha that would one day sweep British colonial rule from the Indian subcontinent during this time. It was a philosophy that was developed and refined in deep philosophical debate about human values to which Kallenbach was central, and together they hammered out the tactics and organization of passive non-violent resistance, and applied these evolving methods to oppose the Transvaal government’s new law insisting on the registration of the Indian population. It was the start of an eight year battle for civil rights for Indians and human equality.
Join Professor Katherine Munro in exploring their friendship and enduring legacy in Johannesburg in this fascinating illustrated lecture.
GUIDE

:
Professor Katherine Munro
TIME

:
14h00

PARK

:
Northwards, 21 Rockridge Road, Parktown
COST

:
R90.00 for members and R150.00 for non-members 

DURATION
:
Approximately 2 hours

MAXIMUM No:
60

SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1

IMPORTANT NOTE: If paying by EFT, please read the note at the end of the programme.
-----oOo-----

WALKING TOUR

‘THE RAND CLUB AND HISTORIC FINANCIAL DISTRICT’
SATURDAY, 10th MARCH

The Rand Club was founded a mere year after Johannesburg sprang to life, in 1887 and has occupied its present building, a fine Edwardian edifice in the heart of the old financial district, since 1904. 

It is an institution that has embodied certainty and permanence, at odds with a city that is uncomfortable with anything but the latest fashion. Its walls are still adorned with maps from colonial Africa, 19th-century prints of lion hunting and paintings of glorious military victories, even though its demographics increasingly reflect those of our city, and its social functions the taste of a younger generation.

Join us in exploring the history, personalities and architecture of this marvellous Johannesburg institution and its neighbourhood.

GUIDES
:
Brian Kent McKechnie and Adam Golding

TIME

:
14h00

PARK

:
On the street near the corner of Fox and Loveday – meet outside
the Club at 33 Loveday Street.
COST

:
R90.00 for members and R150.00 for non-members 

DURATION
:
Approximately 2 hours

MAXIMUM No:
60

SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1
IMPORTANT NOTE: If paying by EFT, please read the note at the end of the programme.

-----oOo-----

BUS TOUR

 ‘STAINED GLASS – AN ANCIENT ART IN MODERN FORM’
SATURDAY, 17th MARCH

Discovering a different and jewel-like heritage in Johannesburg, the JHF visits three little known but especially interesting and very beautiful sets of windows in two churches and a school chapel. 
We start with the oldest in the city in the oldest church in Johannesburg, St Mary the Less in Jeppestown. More dramatic are the windows designed by Elly Holm for the Friedenkirche, a well-known landmark in Hillbrow and a fully proclaimed heritage site, in the Sixties. The Johannesburg Heritage Foundation has commissioned Stephanie to restore the ones which have been damaged with the opening and closing of windows, and this project has been supported very generously by the Mackenzie Foundation. Here we will also meet Dieter Holm, a relative of Elly Holm and himself an architect.   

Our last stop takes us to Waverley where we view the remarkable stained glass windows at St Mary’s School for Girls. 

GUIDES
:
Flo Bird and Stephanie Fassler
TIME

:
13h30

PARK

:
Sunnyside Park Hotel, Princess of Wales Terrace, Parktown
COST

:
R200.00 for members and R260.00 for non-members 

DURATION
:
Approximately 3 hours

MAXIMUM No:
50

SAIAT CPD Points:
0.2 for Category 1

IMPORTANT NOTE: If paying by EFT, please read the note at the end of the programme.

BOOKINGS CAN BE MADE THROUGH COMPUTICKET EITHER AT A COMPUTICKET OUTLET OR ON-LINE.  WHEN BOOKING TICKETS, PLEASE USE EXACT NAME OF TOUR AS IT APPEARS ON THE PROGRAMME
FOR COMPUTICKET TELEPHONE BOOKINGS: (011) 340-8000

WHEN PAYING CASH PLEASE ALWAYS ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE THE CORRECT AMOUNT. IT WASTES TIME IF TOUR LEADERS HAVE TO GIVE CHANGE

BANKING ACCOUNT DETAILS – JOHANNESBURG HERITAGE FOUNDATION, NEDBANK PARKTOWN, ACCOUNT NO 1944023011 BRANCH CODE 194405

IF PAYING BY EFT, PLEASE MAKE SURE THE BENEFICIARY DETAILS ARE UPDATED EVERY TIME TO REFLECT YOUR SURNAME AND THE DATE OF THE TOUR. (EG. SMITH 05/01). 

TOURS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

FOR QUERIES CONTACT OFFICE ON TEL NO (011) 482-3349 (WEEKDAYS 9AM – 1PM) OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO mail@joburgheritage.co.za
