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it PROVINCIAL HERITAGE SITE NOMINATION APPLICATION
Heritage IN TERMS OF SECTION 27 OF

THE NATIONAL HERITAGE RESOURCES ACT (ACT 25 OF 1999)

This form precedes the submission of the ‘Nomination Document’ and is designed to assist with the grading
of heritage resources in terms Section 3(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act, as part of the process of
declaration as a Provincial Heritage Site (Section 27). Nominated heritage resources that are of special
provincial significance will be graded as Grade 2 and considered for Provincial Heritage Site status.

HERITAGE WESTERN CAPE CASE NUMBER: |

PROPOSED PROVINCIAL HERITAGE SITE: THE PRINCESS VLEI

The Legend of the Princess, a landscape of people’s identity

“The Vlei is more than the water,
the Vlei is more than the vegetation around it ,
the Vlei has a soul.
And it gives expression to our souls, and to what we believe in.....”
Phillip Bam, Grassy Park resident
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Brief Statement of Significance: (A full statement of significance is required as an attachment)

In the 21st century the cityhas become a “living organism” constantly growing fo support development of economic,
political as well as cultural landscapes. The cultural landscape of Princess Vlei as part of the pattern of history of “living
organism”, the City of Cape Town (CoCT), has been growing in significance.
“Urban heritage reflects not only the values normally embodied in “monuments” (memory, artistic
values etc.), but it also represents civic identities and the “living” expression of historic evolution.”

Not only is Princess Vlei a significant natural heritage resource but it has high historical social value as it represents the
“living” expression of historic evolution of the Khoi San from past to present. The evolution of this people of great
significance is intrinsically associated with the sense of place within the cultural landscape of this part of the city. This
past decade has seen arise in social, historical, natural and cultural significance attributed to the Vlei, which has been
fuelled by aftempts made by the local community to protect the area threatened by development.

The establishment of the Princess Vlei Forum on 315t October 2012 was ‘to co-
ordinate a long-standing sftruggle fo protect the Vilei from commercial
development.” In accordance with the community's vision of creating a
nature and heritage park, the Forum focuses and promotes the heritage
significance of the Vlei as heritage resource within the province. It is this
resurgence of Indigenous Cultural Movements that has occupied a unique
space within the communities cultural significance. The strong and special
association represented by the spiritual historical connections of indigenous
people is reflected in the cultural practices still practised at Princess Vlei
today.

Of great significance is the name of this natural feature in our city derived
from the Khoi San myth. The creation of this legend supported by
archaeological evidence elevates the great value of oral history as a source
of establishing heritage. Even though the Legend of The Princess explores
different narratives, the essence is consistent and passed down through oral
histories over multiple generations. One myth tells the story of the tears of a
princess who wept affer she was abducted and drowned by Portuguese
sailors forming the Vlei. The claiming of lives of men to fulfil her refribution still
persists.

Bradlox, in talking about the historical basis of
the legend, refers to to retribution by the
Princessin claiming lives through drowning.The
legend of the princess is also associated with
the battle between the Portuguese and Khoi
warriors at the banks of the Vilei where
Commander Francisco Almeida was killed. The
legend of the the Princess was portrayed in
South Africa’s first ballet performed in 1952.
Ironically, the legend of Princess Vlei ballet
was part of the Van Riebeeck Festival in 1952.
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Fantastical stories are often passed on as folklore, where the myth takes on various twists and turns. Stories expressed as
myth can be especially powerful. The relevance of the legend is not only in the factual content but insight into the
expression of human culture - emotions, attitudes beliefs and everything else that goes info personal experience. In
essence, creating, supporting and strengthening cultural identity.

The relevance of the Legend of the Princess gives us insight intfo the human culture and value system of indigenous
people and cultfure. The belief that oneness with nature originates from respect for nature as one cannot exist without
the other. At the Vlei, the undeniable connection and aftachment to nature is embodied through the dominant
symbolic force of the water body which came to life as a result of tears shed by the Princess. The link to Elephant’s Eye
in the mountain, visible from the Vlei, is believed to be where the Princess lived and the source of her endless tears. ' The
Khoi believe the site provides the opportunity to reclaim their power by acting as a Pinnacle for the various groups to
come together at this place. Princess Vlei represents a place of unity, healing and identity.

As an act of reclaiming power the Princess Vlei Forum
initiated various community events. This has provided
opportunities for uniting and reclaiming the community’s
heritage. The ‘Dressing of the Princess’ project entailed
the rehabilitation of portions of the eastern edge of the
Vlei for recreational and social use, The Red Flag Vlei
campaign, Pray for the Vlei, Bring a Stone for the Princess
and Youth Speak for the Princess aimed tobring the
Princess to life and raising awareness of cultural heritage
significance. The Heritage Committee of the Princess Viei
Forum is undertaking an oral history project investigating
importance of the intfangible aspects, oral history and
myths and legends of the princess. Local author Mea
Leachbrooke describes the ethereal nature of the legend
where it ‘'might not be entirely believed but is also not fotally doubted.” However, the formation of myths true power lies
within the value that it serves not only the story of the individual but the collective stories for a community defined as a
symbolic translation of a personal or collective experience, holding truth of the original, but shifting safely into the
universal.

Leachbrooke highlights that the community around Princess Vlei has, through ‘holding the truth of the original’, displays
with pride their association with the First Nation People of South Africa. More importantly this community has been able
fo protect and maintain their history, reclaim their heritage and raised awareness regarding their connection to the
land. Their stories have not always been ‘safeguarded in the chronicles of history’. This safeguarding is the main
confributing factor to the value and importance of the myths and legends particularly in communities where traditions
and culture are underplayed. One of these, the role and significance of woman is still being underplayed today.
Women were not valued and recognised in history, evident in the fact that the name of the drowned princess is not
even known. It would be sacrilegious to allow the legend or the myth fo drown by not giving sanctity to the rare
occasion where the first people collectively valued woman centuries ago. The strong historical association of the
legend of the princess lies in the story about a woman. The recognition of the Princess represents the naming of the
nameless, giving a voice to previously unheard voices and in doing so, affirmingthe rights of women. As apftly cited by
the Princess Vlei Forum

‘the story of Princess Viei is a quintessentially South African story, encompassing violence and dispossession as
well as hope, healing and harmony... and some very feisty women.
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The Princess as legend has long been used as a place for water immersion Baptism. Various church groups come every
Sunday from Nyanga, Gugulethu, Philippi and at Easter, they come from as far afield as Upington and Gauteng,
baptising hundreds in a morning. This ceremony is experienced collectively as a spiritual experience symbolizing the
purification or regeneration and admission. There is also a psychic mystical connection of spiritual value experienced by
individuals when utilising the space for meditation. This why the Vlei is the favoured site and utilised extensively by locals
and people from beyond and compared to the surrounding vleis.

Given traditional ties to myths and legends, aesthetic value and spiritual value,
Princess Vlei is considered highly valuable for recreational activities. It continues
to be a popular recreational space daily after work, over weekends and public
holidays as a popular braaing and picnic spoft. Both locally and nationally the
destructive nature and spirit of apartheid in the 1960's in terms of the Group
Areas Act (Act 77 of 1957) affected the dispossessed and disadvantaged non-
whites. Communities were displaced fo the Cape Flats, the surrounding areas at
the Vlei. During this time there were very few recreational sites which were easily
accessible and available to these dispossessed and disadvantaged
communities. The Vlei was known ‘Claremont Beach’ and was the one place in
the heart of the southern suburbs that provided place of refuge for non- whites.
During the 1980's State of Emergency it was a beacon of hope to overcome the
oppression and conflict experienced in Cape Flats — from the harsh township
environment of burning fyres fo the refuge of the green space of the Princess.
Similarly it is envisioned that this positive role of the Vlei can once again be
uvtilised to overcome the current conflict and gang violence experienced on the Cape Flats where the Army is currently
deployed in the surrounding hot spots of Parkwood and Lavender Hill. The general public amenity value as a social
meeting place, a cultural spiritual place that allows all to observe and participate in the religious ceremonies of
Baptisms and an place associated with significant events such as mobilising after the mall objection attests to the
significance of place that is valued by a community. Thus, the value and significance of Princess Vlei as a natural and
cultural gateway to the south is viewed as a key opportunity to instil community value and identity.

Princess Vlei's geographical location as a natural gateway to the south contributes significantly to it's aesthetic value
within the community. The sense of place of the wetland system extending through Grassy Park to Strandfontein enables
an ecological stepping stone that contributes to environmental value as a Biodiversity benchmark site. Princess Vlei has
become an invaluable asset within the context of current environmental crises of our city brought about by climatic
change. In turn this has directed a greater consciousness, sensitivity and value regarding our relationship with the
environment. Additionally the Vlei contains significant indigenous plant and animal threatened species. For example it is
one of the significant sites that contain important fauna required for breeding sites of the endangered Western Leopard
Toad. The biodiversity represented by these various habitats at Princess Viei boosts ecosystem service where each
species, no matter how small, all have an important role to play. This includes the mitigation of winter floods, purification
of water, provision of a habitat for indigenous plant and animal species, retention of nifrogen and the mitigation of the
demands on public sewage and water works.. On the 9th December 2015, a memorandum of agreement was
established to protect and conserve the biodiversity values of Princess Vlei in terms of the Western Cape Nature
Conservation Board Act (Act No 15 of 1998).
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Heritage is those things - tangible or intangible - which society and individuals choose to retain into the future from the
past. The heritage significance of Princess Vlei is embedded in four key themes, namely cultural, spiritual, recreational
and environmental significance. Princess Vlei represents a unique landscape of people's identity which is considered
exceptionally important and desirable by the community as a heritage resource.

Proposed By: HWC Date Proposed: 8 August 2019

Telephone: N/A Cell: 086 840 9556

E-Mail: heidi@vidamemoria.co.za

Name of Property: The Greater Princess Vlei Conservation Areai.t.o. MOA datfed 12 June 2014

Street Number and Street: off M5

Suburb: Retreat

Town: Cape Town

Cadastral Information

Erf/ Farm Number: 75598; 75607; 75608; 75617; 75770; 75771; 78118; 79294; 79295; 79574; 79575; 79576; 79577;
79578; 79579; 79580; 79581;79582; 79583; 79584; 79585; 79586; 79587; 79588; 79589; 79590;
79591; 79594; 79595; 79964; 80951; 80952; 80955; 81120; 81180; 81181; 81196; 82166; 82167;
82169;82170; 82171

Registration Division: Cape Town

Longitude: E

Latitude:

Map Reference: Recording Method:

TYPE OF RESOURCE

Place .

Structure L]

Archaeological Site ] Unknown

Palaeontological Site ]

Geological Feature ]

Grave (] Unknown

Do moveable objects relating to the site form part of the Nomination? ]
Serial nomination (Is more than one site being nominated as part of a ‘Joint Nomination’) ]

(For serial nominations, complete one form for each site, supply additional details about the information relating to the
relation of the sites, and the management and phasing of proposed nomination be attached).

Sphere of Significance High Med Low
International L] L] L]
National L] L] L]
Provincial . L] L]
Regional L] L] L]
Local L] L] L]
Specialist group or community [] Ul Ul

What other similar sites may be compared to the site? How does the site compare to these sites? (Please expand on
separate sheet)

Princess is located within an eco- system comprised of a series of wetlands. However ,Princes Vlei is the only vlei that

displays the four key themes namely cultural, spiritual, recreational and environmental heritage significance. Princess
Vlei is the gateway to cultural and natural landscape.
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Owner: City of Cape Town managed by the City Parks Directorate

If the nominator is not the owner, the owner as well as the registered conservation body/s, whom has registered their
interest in the area/s, must be furnished with a copy of this form and other associated documentation. Proof thereof
must accompany this form when submitting it to Heritage Western Cape.

(If state-owned; responsible department and official position of contact)
Does the owner support the nomination?
Yes No o

The owner is the City of Cape Town and further engagement will be taking place. Initial engagement has taken place
with the CoCT. No objection has been obtained

Owners signature: Date:

Postal Address: Community Services, The City of Cape Town, PO Box 4511, Cape Town

Telephone: Cell:

E-Mail: Web Page:

Contact Person: (If different from above. Please supply contact details)

Telephone: Cell:

E-Mail: Web Page:
O * Expanded statement of significance; (Refer specifically to significance criteria listed below)
O * Motivation for declaration as a Provincial Heritage Site, including potential, threats

and vulnerabilities;

O * Short history of the place;

O * Physical description of the heritage resource;

O * Locdlity plan (map) and Site Plan;

O * Photographs and plans;

O ** List of moveable objects relating to site that are proposed as part of
nomination, or for archaeological or palaeontological site; list of repositories
where these are housed;

O ** Bibliography of documentation relating to the heritage resource;

O ** Statement of current protections and restrictions (e.g. previous national

monument; register of immoveable property; conservation area; current
zoning; servitudes);

O ** List any heritage organizations consulted and their comments on the proposed
nomination.

O *** Site plan (with proposed site boundaries);

O *** Conservation or management plans (send immediately if any exist);

O *** Heritage Agreement (if required).

(Please supply those marked (*) with this nomination form, as well as any others that are already available. Those marked
(**) will be requested when the proposal first goes to HWC Council for endorsement (Tentative List of Provincial Heritage
Sites). Those marked (***) will be required when the Nomination goes to the following Council Meeting for approval as a
Provincial Heritage Site).
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1. HISTORICAL VALUE

a.

It is important in the community, or pattern of history

Importance in the evolution of cultural landscapes and
settlement patterns

Importance in exhibiting density, richness or diversity of cultural
features illustrating the human occupation and evolution of
the nation, Province, region or locality.

Importance for association with events, developments or
cultural phases that have had a significant role in the human
occupation and evolution of the nation, Province, region or
community.

Importance as an example for technical, creative, design or
arfistic excellence, innovation or achievement in a particular
period

It has strong or special association with the life or work of a
person, group or organization of importance in history

Importance for close associations with individuals, groups or
organizations whose life, works or activities have been
significant within the history of the nation, Province, region or
community.

It has significance relating to the history of slavery

Importance for a direct link to the history of slavery in South
Africa.

AESTHETIC VALUE

It is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics
valued by a community or cultural group

Importance to a community for aesthetic characteristics held |
n high esteem or otherwise valued by the community.

Importance for its creative, design or artistic excellence,
innovation or achievement.

Heritage Western Cape Section 27 Provincial Heritage Site Nomination _ January 2019

Page 7 of 26



Page 8 of 26

iil. Importance for its contribution to the aesthetic values of the
setting demonstrated by a landmark quality or having impact

on important vistas or otherwise conftributing to the identified u
aesthetic qualities of the cultural environs or the natural
landscape within which it is located.
iv. In the case of an historic precinct, importance for the
aesthetic character created by the individual components 0

which collectively form a significant streetscape, tfownscape
or cultural environment.

3. SCIENTIFIC VALUE

a. It has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of natural or
cultural heritage

i. Importance for information contributing to a wider understanding of
natural or cultural history by virtue of its use as a research site, teaching
site, type locality, reference or benchmark site.

i. Importance for information contributing to a wider understanding of ]
the origin of the universe or of the development of the earth.

ii. Importance forinformation contributing to a wider understanding of ]
the origin of life; the development of plant or animal species, or the
biological or cultural development of hominid or human species.

iv. Importance for its potential to yield information contributing to a wider
understanding of the history of human occupation of the nation,
Province, region or locality.

b. Itis importantin demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement at a particular period

i. Importance forits technical innovation or achievement.
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4. SOCIAL VALUE

a. It has strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons

i. Importance as a place highly valued by a community or cultural
group for reasons of social, cultural, religious, spiritual, symbolic,
aesthetic or educational associations.

i. Importance in contributing to a community’s sense of place. m

Degrees of Significance
5. RARITY:

a. It possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of natural or
cultural heritage

i. Importance for rare, endangered or uncommon sfructures,
landscapes or phenomena.

i. Importance in demonstrating a distinctive way of life, custom,
process, land-use, function or design no longer practiced in, J
or in danger of being lost from, or of exceptional interest to
the nation, Province, region or locality.

6.  REPRESENTIVITY:

a. ltis important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of natural or cultural places or objects

i. Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
range of landscapes or environments, the attributes of which Cd
identify it as being characteristic of its class.

i. Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of
human activities (including way of life, philosophy, custom, m
process, land-use, function, design or technique) in the
environment of the nation, Province, region or locality.

Heritage Western Cape Section 27 Provincial Heritage Site Nomination _ January 2019
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Signature: | A Date: 31 July 2019

PLEASE NOTE:
Applications are considered to be public documents and are open to public scrutiny. Should you wish your
application to be kept confidential, please motivate your request on a separate sheet.
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Attached please find the following:

Site Descriptor

Locality Map

Photographs

Historical Background

Submission by Chief Jansen of the Cocoqua Khoi-Khoi Tribal House, Western Cape
Khoisan Leader CAPEKHOI/KCHDC to the Princess Vlei Forum Heritage Committee
Map of CoCT Conservation Development Framework

Press Coverage
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N

1. SITE DESCRIPTOR

Princess Vlei is a wetland sited in the Cape Flats, surrounded by the suburbs of Grassy Park, Southfield, Heathfield and
Retreat. It is also located on a major arterial link road, M5, which serves as a separator from suburbs to the east. This
landmark site —significant waterbody is highly visible from the M5, with the backdrop of the mountain which includes

Elephants Eye. As a consequence the natural landscape/park within a dense urban setting makes is very accessible to

the surrounding communities.

Aerial view illustrating the Princess Vlei within in the natural landscape/park surrounded by the suburbs of Grassy Park,
Southfield, Heathfield and Retreat. (Source: hitp://sourcetosea.org.za/catchment-treasures/eco-heritage/princess-vlei/)
The extent of the area for nomination is a declared Biodiversity Agreement Site as stated in the Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) between CoCT & Princess Vlei Forum dated 9 December 2015. In the MOU the nomination area is
referred to as “The Greater Princess Viei Conservation Area and is owned by the City of Cape Town managed by the
City Parks Directorate. The Conceptual Development Framework commissioned by the city can be viewed as start of

Conservation Management Plan.
Heritage Western Cape Section 27 Provincial Heritage Site Nomination _ January 2019
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2. LOCALITY MAP
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3. PHOTOGRAPHS
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WHAT CAN YOU 1WAGINE FOR THE PRINCESS? TSGETHER, WE CAN MAKE THESE DREAMS A REALITY,

¢ SAY NO TO THE MALL §
IMAGINE IF.... o] J

4. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND compiled by The Princess Vlei Forum

The history of the Princess
A Quintessentially South African Story...

¢

T WY TLE Y

ol o X [

‘Princess Viei, Cape' painted by WG Bevington ARCA (1851 - 1953). Private Collection, Johannesburg, South Africa.
The story of Princessvlei is a quintessentially South African story, encompassing violence and dispossession as well as
hope, healing and harmony... and some very feisty women.

Before the arrival of European settlers, it was a watering ground for early Khoi herders. The first encounter between these
herders and Europeans was with the battle against Fransisco D’ Almeida, which has been linked to the legend of the
Princess.

In the five hundred years that followed this encounter, the Princess’ descendents were enslaved, raped, exiled and
kiled. However, but the early 20th Century, the Princess seemed to enter into a period of relative harmony, with
residents of all races dwelling on or near its banks. One of the most colourful of these was Edith Mary Woods, who
bought 30 acres of land, which comprised the entire vlei and about 10 acres of water.
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According to Kelvin Cochrane, Woods, who later became the first female journalist at the Cape Argus and the first
woman to fly an aeroplane over Kenilworth Race Course, fought for the emancipation of woman and refused to pay
taxes.

She lived on the south side of the vlei, where Sassmere Estate is today. “Woods later brought over a French woman,
Susan Perrode, and a Dutchman,Wouter Sass. Perrode and Sass married, although they later divorced,and Perrode
opened the Jolly Carp Restaurant at the vlei.

The name ‘Sassmere’ was derived from the surname of Sass and ‘mere’ from the vlei. The Jolly Carp became a famous
restaurant in the Cape, renowned among French sailors and the military for, among others, its fantastic Sunday
afternoon teas. The military would march from Military Road to the restaurant. This is also where Military Road gof its
name from.

In 1945, Woods, sold the land and moved to Camps Bay. “This was when the owner, believed to be Mr Perks, opened a
riding school at the vlei, with stables and a wooden and iron house, which can still be seen,” Cochrane says.
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Lefter from Edith Mary Woods - thanks to Clive Delbridge

On the other side of the vlei lived two coloured families, the Jacobs and Adriaanse families . After World War ll, the
father of the Jacobs family was given the land on the Eastern side to open a fruit and vegetable stall as compensation
after losing an eye in the war. The Jacob's farm stall flourished for several decades and became a well known and
much loved landmark, and was taken over by Mr Jacob's son. In the fifties the council fook the land back from Mr
Jacobs, but allowed him to continue running the stall until the seventies, when the land was taken to enable the
widening of Princess George Drive.

The Nationalist victory brought changes to the area. The Government began a process of ruthlessly forcing coloured
and black people removed from their homes in Cape Town, and driven out to bleak council fenements on the Cape
Flats. White families who lived around Princess Vlei were also removed to make way for the housing estates of Grassy
Park, Lavender Hill, Lotus River, Steenberg and Retreat.

The government of the day designated most attractive natural areas as Whites Only. But Princess Vlei posed a curious
dilemma for apartheid planners. Its beauty and natural assets proclaimed that, under apartheid logic, it should be
retained exclusively for white use. But, as one of the few recreational spaces with borders abutting both “white” and
“coloured’ group areas, it was seen as lying oo close to the “coloured” Cape Flats to be used safely by whites, and so
became one of the very few natural recreational spaces open to coloured and black people.

For the families fraumatised by forced removal, Princess Vlei provided a welcome respite from the desolate wasteland in
which they found themselves. It was a place where they could escape the growing gangsterism and crime, reunite as
families, and experience some of the tranquility of nature.

During these years, Princess Vlei grew fo acquire a significance in the hearts of community members quite
disproportionate to its physical size. Deprived of access to most of Cape Town's recreational beaches and scenic areas,
coloured people from miles around adopted Princess Vlei as their own. It was nicknamed ‘Claremont Beach’, and the
area around the small vlei was called ‘Gala land’.

However, it was neglected by the authorities, and became run down and degraded. When Princess George Drive was
widened in the late seventies, there was dumping on the vlei, and became more neglected. The road also served to
separate the people from the vlei. But the threat posed by the mall has reminded the residents of the value that the viei
brought fo their lives, and galvanised the community to reclaim it and create a new vision for the future of Princess Vlei.
Thanks to Tasmin Cupido, Princess Viei has a rich heritage, People's Post, 24 November 2009
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The Jolly Carp was reknown for its afternoon teas (thanks to Clive Delbridge for the photo)

The legend of the Princess: a link between past and present identities
by Mea Lashbrooke

‘:&.\\ A depiction of the clash between d'Almeida
@ and the Khoi

; Stories are embedded in the fabric of our

" identity, especially those that are passed down
through time. Their origins are long forgotten, but
they remain a living link with those who went

before us.

Legend arises from the narrative of a people
and serves individuals as well as the collective. A
legend might not be entirely believed but also it
isn't totally doubted. Containing the kernel of
real experience, legend remains just within the
realms of possibility; but the embroidered
storytelling inherent in legend stirs us in a way
that a factual account might not. To remain vital
and meaningful legends develop over fime and
so perpetuate lessons from history for each new
generation. Your story, her story, their story, our
story.

A legend should not be dismissed as fairy tale or myth for it is neither. Myths describe the unknowable—how the sunrises,
how the leopard got spofs. A fairy tale highlights consequence, morality and archetypal truths. Legend is a symbolic
franslation of a personal or collective experience, holding the truth of the original, but shifting it safely info the universal.

When a nation or group has its cultural identity assaulted by forces of colonialism and imperialism, these legends
become even more significant as a link to the collective wisdom and experience of the now fragmented and
dispossessed peoples.

The legend of Princess Vlei is one such legend, holding a thread both with the long lost Khoi and San tribes that were the
first nation of our city and our country, and with the brutal encounter with European settlers which would shape history
for generations to come.
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The Legend of Princess Vlei

There are several versions of the legend of Princess Vlei and Little Princess Vlei, originally passed down orally by slaves at
the Cape. The Constantiaberg backdrop to the vleis is known by some locals as Prinseskasteel, for the Princess is said to

have lived in the cave near the top. This cave is now usually called the Elephant’s Eye because the mountain resembles
a sleeping elephant.) Two streams - Prinseskasteelrivier and Prinskasteelrivier - flow from the mountain to the wetlands.

A depiction of Jan van Riebeeck'’s party meeting Khoi inhabitants for the first fime, painted by Charles Bell (1813 - 1882)

The legend recounts that af the fime
when Europeans first dropped anchor
at the Cape, a woman who bathed in
her Vlei on the Flats - a cowherd
perhaps, a lone Khoi or San woman -
suffered at the hands of an invading
hunter or sailor. The atrocity is variously
told - violation, murder, abduction. The
woman's tears were unstoppable and
thus Little Princess Vlei was formed.

Within the history of the First People of
South Africa, the Princess represents the
dignity of a people, that which is
sacred within all of us. And that was
defiled. Over the centuries Europeans
invaded Khoi territory, helped
themselves to Khoi water supplies and
cattle, and attempted to enslave both
the Khoi and the San. As time went on
these First People and their
descendants were marginalised by
modern and post-modern society. This
history of conflict between invaders
and indigenous people, documented since 1488, has lent this legendary woman status. She is without doubt a
‘princess’; for although research into San and Khoi culture indicates that neither the Khoi nor San recognised a hierarchy
that included a princess (the San scarcely knowing hierarchy and the Khoi practising paternalism) this is a legend
symbolic of degradation, disempowerment and injustice visited on the essence of a people who lived in tune with their
environment.

Mid-twentieth century author Jose Berman married fact and legend in a story setin 1510. He used as his medium the
documented version of a conflict between the crew of Francisco d’Aimeida’s vessel that was anchored at Table Bay on
areturn voyage to Lisbon, and the Gorachoqua Khoi.

History relates that after the Portuguese had killed some fifty Khoi, in revenge for the Khoi taking more than was offered
to them in a bartering fransaction, near the river at what would be Observatory today, the Khoi gave chase. They killed
more than sixty Portuguese on the beach at Table Bay, including d'Aimeida, who died with a Khoi spear in his throat. In
Portuguese history this was considered a serious defeat as not only was d’ Aimeida an aristocrat with connections to the
King of Portugal, but the Portuguese far outnumbered the Khoi. In addition, the 59 year-old d’ Aimeida was hailed as a
hero and was returning home to an honourable refirement. (Today this would be questioned as his political
appointments in both India and on the east coast of Africa resulted in numerous bloody conflicts with the indigenous
people.)

Although author Jose Berman uses the d'Aimeida story, he sets his version of the Princess legend further inland than
d’'Almeida’s crew had ventured—at Princess Vlei, where a princess, whilst faking her customary bathe in her Vliei, is
abducted by a member of d'Almeida’s crew.
The significance of the Legend of Princess Viei

In the words of local resident Philip Bam, active contributor fo both his local area and to Greater Cape Town, “Ek glo die

storie wat my ma my vertel hetl” The legend that holds our story is the one we must hold fast, the one fo freasure. The
significance of a legend is that in speaking the truth to us individually or collectively, it serves our different needs.
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As community conservationist Kelvin Cochrane says, "Saving the Vlei fromm commercial development is a chance for the

people to restore dignity to the Princess, to the Vlei, and to themselves.”

Saving the Princess Vlei from commercial development will honour the Princess and the heritage that she represents,
and this tradition and culture will be preserved in the city’s memory. This is how we reclaim ourselves.
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1600’'s Dutch Map of the Cape Flats where Princess Vlei was then known as Diepe Vlei
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1600's Dutch Map of the Cape Flats where Princess Vlei was then known as Diepe Vlei
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5. SUBMISSION BY CHIEF JANSEN OF THE COCOQUA KHOI-KHOI TRIBAL HOUSE, WESTERN
CAPE KHOISAN LEADER CAPEKHOI/KCHDC TO THE PRINCESS VLEI FORUM HERITAGE

SUBMISSION
BY CHIEF JOHN JANSEN
COCOQUA KHOI-KHOI TRIBAL HOUSE
WESTERN CAPE KHOISAN LEADER CAPEKHOI/KCHDC
To the PRINCESS VLEI FORUM HERITAGE COMMITTEE 11 JULY 2019

This submission by Chief John Jansen is endorsed by the National Khoi Khoi and San movement, that
consists of the following 23 Khoi Khoi and San tribes (so-called’ Khoisan’):

1. Cochoqua Tribe 2. Attaqua tribe 3. Outeniqua Tribe

4, Ghainoqua tribe 5. Gouriqua Tribe 6. Inqua Tribe

7. Humcumqua Tribe 8. Gamkwa Tribe 9. Gonaqua Tribe

10. Hessequa Rribe 11. Ghamtoors tribe 12. Ghamtobekwa

13. Goringhaicona 14. Ghainoqua tribe 15. Attaqua Zoar tribe
Boland /Overberg

16. Goringhaiqua Tribe 17. Cumisoqua Tribe 18. Coboqua tribe

19. Bamnoqua Tribe 20. Namaqua Tribe 21. Songqua Tribe

22. Geisiqua Tribe 23. Gam Namaqua Tribe

SUBMISSION: RESTORING PRINCESS VLEI AND HER PEOPLES

According to the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), SA is the third most bio-diverse
country in the world. It is also the only country in the world to contain an entire floral kingdom. The
Cape Peninsula, for example, has more plant species within its 22 000 hectares than the whole British
Isles or New Zealand. Furthermore, Conservation International in 1998, identified South Africa as one of
the seventeen mega-diverse countries in the world - countries where most of the Earth's species and
high numbers of endemic species flourish.

South Africa’s bio / mega-diversity plays a critical role in meeting human needs as well as maintaining
the ecological processes, upon which our country and ultimately, the planet’s survival depends. But this
abundant bio/ mega-diversity is now threatened by the most serious environmental crisis that our planet
has ever faced, namely climate change.
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The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem services (IPBES)" released
a groundbreaking report compiled by 145 experts from 50 countries. The Chair of the IPBES confirmed:
“The health of ecosystems on which we and all other species depend is deteriorating more rapidly than
ever. We are eroding the very foundations of our economies, livelihoods, food security, health and
quality of life worldwide.”

The Report also tells us that “ it is not too late to make a difference, but only if we start now at every
level from local to global,” he said. “Through ‘transformative change’, nature can still be conserved,
restored and used sustainably.

The Report assesses changes over the past five decades, providing a context of the relationship between
economic development its impacts on nature. It also offers a range of possible scenarios for the coming
decades.

Based on the systematic review of about 15,000 scientific and government sources, the Report also
draws (for the first time ever at this scale) on indigenous and local knowledge, particularly addressing
issues relevant to Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities.

“Biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people are our common heritage and humanity’s most
important life-supporting ‘safety net’. But our safety net is stretched almost to breaking point,” said Prof.
Sandra Diaz (Argentina), who co-chaired the Assessment. “The diversity within species, between species
and of ecosystems, as well as many fundamental contributions we derive from nature, are declining fast,
although we still have the means to ensure a sustainable future for people and the planet.”

The Report finds that around 1 million animal and plant species are now threatened with extinction,
many within decades, more than ever before in human history. The report lists five direct drivers of
change in nature with the largest relative global impacts so far. The report lists them as follows: (1)
changes in land and sea use; (2) direct exploitation of organisms; (3) climate change; (4) pollution and (5)
invasive alien species.

The Report notes that, since 1980, greenhouse gas emissions have doubled, raising average global
temperatures by at least 0.7 degrees Celsius — with climate change already impacting nature from the
level of ecosystems to that of genetics — impacts expected to increase over the coming decades, in some
cases surpassing the impact of land and sea use change and other drivers.

Other notable findings of the Report include:

. Three-quarters of the land-based environment and about 66% of the marine environment
have been significantly altered by human actions. On average these trends have been less severe
or avoided in areas held or managed by Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities.

o Urban areas have more than doubled since 1992.

So what does this serious crisis mean for Princess Vlei? The Vlei, too, is an important indigenous
ecological area where the environment and the Khoi-khoi peoples’ history are deeply interlinked. It
holds 4000 indigenous plant species, amongst them critically endangered species. This big body of

! The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) is an independent intergovernmental body,
established by member States in 2012. The objective of IPBES is to strengthen the science-policy interface for biodiversity and ecosystem

services for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, long-term human well-being and sustainable development.
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water is a critical resource in an increasingly water-scarce province. Interlinked with this ecological
importance, is the cultural heritage of the Khoi-Khoi people, as exemplified by the Legend of the
Princess that has endured for centuries.

The IPBES and various United Nations reports show that the impacts of destruction are reduced in
earlier habitats held or managed by indigenous peoples or local communities. The Khoi-Khoi people
of the Cape Flats want to re-establish that role of stewardship for both Princess Vlei and our cultural
heritage, with which it has been intimately connected for centuries.

Our Cape Flats communities face extreme social and historical challenges such as loss of identity,
land, resources and way of life. We need the restoration of our cultural and ecological heritage in
order to rebuild a semblance of our past to ensure our children’s future. Our past is of a people
whose lived values of sustainable use of resources, care for and stewardship of the environment.
The restoration of Princess Vlei through national heritage status can abate the social ills plaguing our
communities and ensure the future of our children.

Chief John Jansen

Chair: Western Cape Council: KCHDC (Cape Khoi)

The photogr aphs that follow document cultural and environmental activities conducted at Princesg
Vlei by members of the Princess Vlei Forum|.

L eadersof the National Cape Khoi/ Khoi Cultural Heritage Development Council (KCHDC) at the
inaugur ation of the Princess Vlel.

Emma Oliver (member of Princess Vlei Forum) speaking at the inauguration while Chief Mary
Jansen (Programme Director) and Bradley van Sitter (Khoisan activist and 2019 SONA prayer /
praise singer) among other community member s present.
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The images below show the clean-up at and planting of indigenoustreesat Princess Vlei.

Heritage Western Cape Section 27 Provincial Heritage Site Nomination _ January 2019



6. MAP OF COCT CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

PRINCESS VLEI

CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
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7. PRESS COVERAGE
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Delight at Princess Vlei decision -

ASTOUNDED, astonished and
delighted were just some of the
reactions from opponents of
plans for development at
Princess Vlei, who yesterday
welcomed news of the city’s
sudden about-turn.

Weekend Argus announced
exclusively yesterday that the
city had halted plans to sell
part of Princess Vlei to mall
developers, putting an end to a
contentious stand-off that has
dragged on for more than 15
years.

The development was to
have included a shopping mall,
car park and taxi rank, but the
plan was strongly opposed by

At the site yesterday, deputy
mayor Ian Neilson helped turn
what was to have been a protest
into a celebration when he
attended to explain the city’s
decision. Tents were erected
where members of organisa-
tions opposing the develop-
ment gathered. People flew
kites, there was food on sale
and musical entertainment.

Also at the scene was Hen-
nie van Wyk, chief of the
Karaxougua Khoisan tribe,
who commended the city for its
“positive” decision.

He said the Khoisan were
the original owners of Princess
Vlei and that the development
would have created a “concrete
jungle” at a place the Khoisan

VICTORY: Chief of the Karaxougua Khoisan tribe, Hennie van
Wyk, next to the symbolic grave of a Khoisan princess.
: PICTURE: LEON LESTRADE

retain the clientele they feared
losing if a shopping centre was
built there.

" Phillip Bam, chairman of
the Lotus River and Grassy
Park Residents and Ratepayers’
Association, said the city had
made a “great decision”.

He said people visited
Princess Vlei to picnic, fish
and be baptised, and that a
mall development would have
“placed concrete on a sensitive
environmental space”.

Neilson said on Friday that
the city “has listened to the
community” and decided that
the proposal for a shopping cen-
tre on the Princess Vlei land
was “inappropriate”.

He added that the city

use of the area. -

Bridget Pitt, from the
Princess Vlei Forum, said
they were delighted at the
decision, which was
“testimony to the vision people
have for the area”.

Graham Noble, executive
committee member of the
Greater Cape Town Civic
Alliance, said: “T'm astounded.
This is fantastic news. We've
been fighting so hard to con-
vince the city and the provin-
cial government of the foolish:
ness of the project.”

The development plan was a
“terrible idea” from an ecolog-
ical, sociological and cultural
point of view, he said.

Weekend Argus reported

environmental lobby groups considered “sacred”. looked forward to discussions yesterday that Insight Property

CHART FARM and local residents who use Members of the Southern also there. The institute’s eco was pleased that local busi- with the communities sur- Developers would be compen-

Klaassens Road, Wynberg Park the green area for ceremonies African Faith Community congregation co-ordinator Kate nesses from Grassy Park rounding Princess Vlei about sated for the project’s cancella-
: 021 761 0434 and recreation. : Environmental Institute wer~ “iavies said the organisation and Lotus River would also “an alternative vision” for the tion.
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REBECCA JACKMAN

AFTER more than a year of
trying to engage in an open
conversation with the City of
Cape Town, the Princess Vlei
Fornm may soon be getting the
dialogue it feels it deserves.

Following the Weekend
Argus’s article last week high-
lighting the forum’s ongoing
battle to improve and protect
the currently neglected wet-
land area, deputy mayor of
Cape Town Ian Neilson agreed
to speak on the city’s behalf.

“1 will admit we have been
fairly quiet on this matter, but
I think now is the time to
engage on a broader scale,” he
told Weekend Argus this week.

“Everyone recognises that
Princess Vlei is a degraded site
and something needs to be done
about it, but the question is
what.”

He reiterated that the issue
went back 15 years and it was
important to look back to under-
stand the situation now. The
City of Cape Town as it is today
was put into place in 2000, so the
original rezoning rights were
awarded to the potential devel-
opers by the South Peninsula
Municipality, as it was, in 1998.

“Once they (the developers)
had got that, the city would
then negotiate a price with
them. We inherited that situa-
tion. It's no longer a case of pri-
vate negotiation now.”

He added that there were
new laws and therefore a new
process that needed to take
place, which included public
participation. But Neilson

wished to look at all options
with all parties.

“We need to see whether
there are options before going
to public process, without
incurring unnecessary costs
and further public unhappi-
ness,” he said.

He said the developers had
acted in good faith over the
years and that the process,
including proposals aj}d
designs, had cost them “mil-
lions”. The developers declined
to speak to Weekend Argus.

“We wish to make it clear
that we welcome any opportu-
nity to engage with the city in
discussing the future of

Frificess vier and fdve Jeen
attempting unsuccessfully to
do so for over a year,” said sec-
retary of the Princess Vlei
Forum, Bridget Pitt.

She added, on behalf of the .

forum, that she failed to see

i

WETLANDS: Princess Vlei and sur}ouncing wetland areas have long been neglected, but the city has finally agreed to enter into open dialogue with potential developers and those wishing to preserve

the area.

what these millions had been
spent on.

“The recent floods in Cape
Town displaced several thou-
sand residents and, according
to the mayor as quoted in the
Cape Times, cost the city more
than R3 million,” she said.

“Expert predictions suggest
that with global warming such
extreme weather occurrences
will increase in the future. By
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compromising natural water
systems which can mitigate
against flooding, such as
Princess Vlei, the city may be
considerably increasing its
own disaster management
expenses.”

Despite Neilson's promise
to engage in an open, informal
discussion with developers,
“activists” including the forum
and other members of the com-

munity are still concerned they
could be kept waiting even
longer for the open dialogue
they had been requesting for
such a long time. 3
Pitt said that while they
were pleased the city was now
willing to engage in discussion
around the issue, they still had
concerns about when that

frame at this stage because of
the complexity of the matter.
Other concerns raised by
the forum included the issue of
exactly when these meetings
would take place and who
would be attending; a request
for transparency from the city,
as the developers in question
had allegedly changed names
and ownership; the fact that the
city had previously denied the

T

forum meetings due to a “pend-
ing legal case”; and that Neil-
son had said the claims that the
proposed mall would destroy
the area were overstated.

The legal case in question is
an investigation allegedly
being conducted by the Hawks
regarding irregularities in the
bid process.

“We are not contending that

__the development should not go
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PICTURE: TRACEY ADAMS

ahead because of the irregular-
ities, but because we contend
that developing the mall is an
inappropriate use of the space
and constitutes a serious abuse
of our environmental and cul-
tural heritage and our public
open space,” said Pitt, adding
that the charges in question
were not laid by the forum.
And with regards to “over-
the
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COMPLEX ISSUE: Deputy
mayor lan Neilson can't
predict when the Princess Vlei
issue will be resolved.
PICTURE: ADRIAN DE KOCK

mall would occupy most of the
eastern shore of the vlei, which
is the shore with the highest -
biodiversity, heritage, aesthetic
and spiritual value.

Johannes Burger, ward
councillor for the area sur-
rounding Princess Vlei, said
the vlei might be a hot topic,
but people must also realise
that there was a lot going on in
the Retreat area besides that.

He emphasised that the

7 - Princess Vlei issue was very

important, but people failed to
realise that there were other
surrounding wetlands that
were also neglected.

“Nobody talks about the
other wetlands,” he said.

“When I speak about the
wetlands it includes all of
them. ;

“We need to talk about all
those other areas of wetlands.
They are part and parcel of
that issue. You cannot butter
half of your slice of bread and
not the other.”

Burger has been “part and
parcel” of the area for the past
50 years.

He said the Cape Flats was
part of hislife and he wanted to
protect it — all of it.

He said he was very familiar
with the proposals for Princess
Vlei, but the day he would be
most interested in was the day
somebody came and said: “This
is what we can do for all the
wetlands.”

“It’s not just one part of the
community that must be

quplifted, the whole area needs

to be uplifted,” he said. ..
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SAVING PRINCESS VLEI
Signing the ‘end
of a rocky road’

Raphael Wolf

THE City,and the Princess
%lei Porum's recent sloning of
g Memorandum of Agresmeant
represents-a slgnificnt mike-
siope in the campaign to smve
Princess Viel from having a
shopping mall built these,
forum Hienbars say

Belinda Walker, Mayco
commities member i Com-
by Services and Special
Projects, signed it an behalf of
ihe City with forom chairper
son Philip Dam doing 50 on
beahaltf of the forum.

They signed the memorki-
dum ot & cersmony cponed by
fiishop Christopher Gregon

weki with a praverat the viel,
The 'z piress sacretary
3 bt said the signing
enabled Tlve T o ropresanl

the communltys Inferests in
moanpging the vlel and assist
ing in mobilising fonding for
improvements te the st
“The Memorandizm of

Agreament will snable the
fartim to work with the City
in’ managing the Greater
Princess Vigi Conssrvation
Afrea (GPVCAY and sireamiine
fhe process of stakeboldor
ongagomeni in the area.”
she smicl,

The sipning follows the
City's decision in Marci 2002
o sCrap & devedoper's plans o
budld & mall on the vlei's
bonlos.

The scrpping came after o
sustained campaign against
the comstriction the mali.

The Eam led the cam-
peign, supportsd by comrmink
thes and organlsstions aoross
the Cite

Pitt said the forum wWas
formed In 3012 to cocplinate
efforts t0 oppose construciion
of 1he mall amd to develop an
altermasive commmEmity vislon
fior the wiad sk

It has foeused an exploring
ways to rehabilitate, upgrade
and improve the managsEment

#4

AGFIEEIN*G; &t a memorandum of agreeme
Christopher Greorowski, councllor Belinda
Bam, councillor Kevin Southeate, Paramount Chief Hennie van
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ol the gite.

Bam sudl the stroggld (o
save the vl ws testkment 1o
whist
thraugh co-operation

Walleer =aid the signing
marked the end of a rocky
mady

“You could ot imvent o
e beautkful site than this
wlel with the mountain behind
fi_.. this agresment marks o
fondation stoge fo build nat o
shopping mall, but & place for
the whole family {o come In
sufisty”

Pain pald tribote to the laio
John Dl a moch respectad
frmmder member of the fioram,

Walkey and Ward T2 coun-
ciller Beyin Southgate repre-
sorted the City, whilke Bam and
forum sseretary Lorna Hous-
fon ropresenied the forum,
with forum member Para-
ot Chief Hennje van Wyl
from the Gorachouqua tribe as
st of homoar at e slgning

raphael wolfiinl.cozz

nit slgning at Princess Viel are from left Bshap
Walker, Princess Ve Forum chairperson Phillp
Wk and Lorna Houstorn.
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CHRISTMAS che
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Through Loy
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HERITAGE: Kraals and hists were se1 ugp at the Castle of Good Hope

SA'S RICH HERITAGE CELEBRATED

p1r1t of ubuntu needed nationwide

.k

MARCH: The League of the Friends of the Blind and Farmount High School girls comps led a mini-parade at Princess Viel

TRADITIONAL: Esther Mnguni showing Cyril Ramaphosa her traditional

art br the Morthern Cape.

Picture: SIVASANGA MEAMEBAN]

BOKNES: Skeletons fascinated children at the Izten Museum.
Picture: LEON L ESTRADE
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Picture COURTNEVY AFRICA  CONSERVATION: A mint-parade at Princess Viei was part of their Herltage Day programme

Picture; COURTHNEY AFRICA

Michael Mkalane

DEPUTY President Ilz.rrIJ
Ramaphosa has urged Seuth
Africans, black and white, 6
strive together to-biikl a new
amd unitad society

“The apirlt of nhanto neads
to permsate svervihing wedo™
Rhmaphosza sald at the Kaosi
Galesheme gtadinm  in the
Morlhern Cape, at a Beritage
Dy event, This year™ thesme
wam PCelebradlng our Human
Treasums by Asserting our
African Tdentlty®,

Ramaphoss snld: "Uhunia
teaches s that we can only
afficm our own humsnity by
reco@ising the hinanily of
others.”

He warned that Soath
Africa wounld mot flourish if
extreme Inequality, high levels
o joblessmess, stealing from
the po0r and cHEpieILmLs Com
smmption in a e of pooris
wrad nod encledd,

e seeds of oUr econorEc
renpEsanes will be’ rooted. in
a cuftural revdution that will
rekindle the vahmes of kimnd-
niess, penerveity ealfleszness
and magreEanimiy

“By paving clossy atten

..umi_m Indigenous kngwledge,

traditional ways of medliating
confiley and African  cekbiem-

CORONATION

thve fustics, we stand n betler
:hmme&!‘nuquﬂ‘m unaccapl
ubiy high FEeels of violenoe in
our soctety”™ he smid.

Ramsphosa paid homage
to the many Young people
researching and preserving
incdigenous knowledga

“wea hold Kegosi Galeshews
dear in our hearts for lesiing
the Ba TThoping people agalis!
crlonial subjugation ancd s
tice,” he said, adding that
Galeshewe's name evaloes - the
spleit ol other strugegle kings

“They Inspived genecations
of liberation stalwarts Like Dr
Abdiallah Abdurahimmn. Sl
Plaatie, Melson Mandela, D
Yusaf Dadpo, Broam Fischer,
Hizless Joseph, Dorothy Myvamba
ab] Ry e

“They bestowed npon is a
tieh herttage that defines our
nationbiood, values and asplics
L, le =aldd.

Ml of Sonth Africans
marks] Heritage Day yvesber-
i HL

The Robben I=land 3useum
(HIM} In pertmership wiih (he
HMatwmal Departiment of Tour
{sm Hosted an Open Day;, where
160G Sonath Africans were given
{rise trlpa o the islsnd.

RN spodeesperson Noamumnds
Ldlangisa saids “Feofic Wwere
sty epedted, nat fo mention ahil

I wou travel far Butltess, thore's 3 good chance ¥
red ayes gt dam, worked on a presentation whilst &
betwesn tes strongers and traveled thouwsancs
to attend a'2-hour mesting.

31 ESTHIIrES

Picture COURTNEY AFRICA

dren. Parents could not contalin
thair excitement and sakd Hhiey
would never miss oul on such
an epportanity

“The izland is always-filled
with tourkses, By giving away
tyge Helots, waowers' giving
lomals the opportunity to s
the fstamd

It is embarrassing f a
South African bo e foll by a
tourist how beaufiiul Robb=o
1zland is Wo're glad sl the
takets wrere s, she =i

The Castle of (Good Hope
exhibited Ehoi ami ofher
traditional art, while 1ziEo
Musenm's  Slave  Lodge
exhiblted traditiomal “osons™

r “klopes" atiire. Skolobons
o dizplay at the musassm had
children fa=cinated.

The Legmpe of the Friends
of the Blind and Fairowomeat
High School girl corps bed-a
mini-pavado ot Princess Viel.

Imba. Tradidonal Dancecs
=ader, Boviswn Mewabo, sobif
It was not good that heritkg:
was ocelebratad cnly on the
ath

“It s for this reasom Ehat
we are losing oor cultiare. We
flon't take pride in who weare
People will: tedl waa that this
ey 15 a braad dage Wihere 15 (ot
COfmingE fram?™

mirtnl nkalanesini oo sm
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B Lotus
River High
pupils are
from left,
Mikits
January
Taric Cader,
Steven
Brown,
Chiloe
Eroachway,
Tammy
SAsMan
arvd Danied
Heciorn

enjoying
tea,

Plaﬂt_in:g trees at

BRIDGET PTT Waomen elders from the comumnity

pmiel theee old ape hoanes Daaglas Muaresy
i Bewgeat, Lows Place and Mandolin
Place in Steenbery, pathered w. plat
thres milkwond trees 1o bogour strang
Sl Alhcon wommes, past and present
Chre ool thie gaest mens Sophibe Norting, 100,
a passican: namre bver from Retreat.
She planied the first milkwood e in
ker honour, The other two millkoood
iweees, plamted by [oan Evans, 82, of Plum-
stearl and f:il‘ih.‘llr‘llll‘l'l'll:-'ll-- HH, froae Cermesy
Park, were in honoar of the Khaol Prineess,
andl Saarie Baaroman, Friday August 10
marked the 10th anniversiry of the
retern Of Baarmman's reains o Ssoutls
|
1= The women enpoyed o rea party af
| LOFOB hall in Grassy Park, hosted by

he Bhed Princes of Prinoess Ylel wesald have

been happy b see the gathering of remarkable

winet and commmmit elders on her shiored al
4 Waomen's Dy event hosted by the Prinees Viei
Forum,

The forum is #i s of coneerned cormmie-
nity members and emaranmentalists 0 protect the
Viei from the threat of the shopping osall develop.
mient, which was apguoved by MEC Aston Breded] ear-
ler this vesr,

PALISADE FENCING?|

Marhing Cane 1] | | Menngos, an oranisation dewoted 1o pro-
hrailahilz et | moting local aneall enterprises. Menngos
Heighon 1.8 S 2.1 SO L alse suppdicd posies from Hower-growing

projects in Lavender Hill s Beireat,

Al the gatheng, Mre Torbng ard
ather guesss were invited to share theis
meaeerics of the area aronmd Prancess
Viei. Mrs Nording spoke about raising her
Chibdren af s Ii,a.ngvlri in Eeireal, and

STEEL & PIPES
TEL: (20536 2500 2EE0F FAX: 021530 2545 -
“@m Good news for all .:Eé'.-‘-’f" .
| residents of Retreat!

N |:
. Dr. Leslig Oliver is now svaitatle at |
the Aefreat Duwtil Cealre

1%

Flow o stirt your own Budness
Workshaop
| Tuesday, 21 Angust 2012
| | Qam— lpm

HenlE B pRiniasd 30 ki

| WECFFER LA LESO0UNTE FOR T4E ELDERY & AOMHHETRCAL, D AHTENTS

Tl MR 580 9282

Goma in for painless & affordable dentistry!

RETREAT DENTAL CENTRE [ i & Sy S
133 Retreat Rd * Retreat S, l--e;l.lf.l.ilf.....L.,_,,!_,

021 715 6955

NE! &l Edcon Croup, Deil and Gredit cards accetded ||| (yp aivend sur Saturday warkshop option!
= _ | Saturday, 25 Awrost 2012
: Crl:::i'l:. Qam — Ipm
-pc.uw-ﬁ e At ¢ 118 ||  Lenm the basics of startmg your own bustpess
oy B Understand imporant lements sech as Marketing.
: Eh;trﬂfﬂ;}ﬁ Finances & Admin
¢ palr (Fillmgh ctics Hours —— | (et tips on getting started!
Demures MONDR-ERIDAY Only R99 per seasion
* Crowns + Brihges | g gm - 1:00 pe+ 300 2 - 700 pm Baoking is essentsl
= X-Fays SATURDIAY- 500 . - 100 3m Coniac Markon at (021) 637 37596/ (640

W Right: The trée planting
ceremony with sophle
Motling, centre, her

daughter Syhiaand Philip

Barm.

descrtbed] b mach she valied the npto
ral hesnuiy of the vleis. Sdwe thanked Caord
fiar ilessings her with o long life, Gomity, med
a long happy osuriage w her husband
vl el o bos S,

I mim very pagsksnate ahomal saving the
Prineess Vlew because tival 8 where my
kirds grew up,” die s

Jobin Fietersen, B, bas yved near (e
Frincess Yiel his whale life, and remom-
bers swimmiing there andd tking hes horses
iy cool down an the water, He recounted
e popuiar fegend thar the Khioi Princess
had, on her death, become & memmid
whis would lare young men to thelr desth
i ther swarn inthe wrong pand of the
vlei.,

“WWhien we grew s, there were profeas
growing everywhere n this area, We nsed
h::ll_l_]lljjilfk them, and eat veldkos from the
budbs — in thase dags wie did nod Kiow we
were damryiing e enviromment,” He
described how Zeckoevlel dried up froa
& drowghe in 1932, and how o Mr White
womld gve (he children rides in his aero-
plane.

M Johnson deseribed how he wigubil
farl i e with his parenits,
whio were farmcrs, 1o s=ll wget-
o hles, He woubd be gevess hall &

cromit, wiich he spem on hoere
| maiisick’ records.

i ':.'.hl'll'l.:l._|-:l|:u1m-:u. whis hias sprmi

WESTERN CAPE
PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT

Eid ul-Fitr

The Speaker and Members of the Western Cape Provincial

B Laft: Cicilia
Johrson recites her
[ROETL.

Vlei in honour of women

G4 al her B yenrs seear the vlei, e &
poem that shie'tl writien 10 express the
pleasure that the serenity of e el
Ik vis e

ﬁh.-fi'r.r::'«*ﬁ I!i_ifﬂ I

Where the card ana D froul abonmad;

Wihere the Wiefnug: Willone softly mv.

TThis dear Redder, 1 Princed Hin

Pugils from Lows River High Schoaol
andl Cedar House School wers there o
serve thie fiod

Wikita Jamuary, from Lows River.
explaimed that she @ par of an epviran-
mental growp 4t the school, which has
e extensively ovolved in projecs o
rehabilitate and asve  the YWler from
anantied development,

T'm totally agiinst the madl being
developed at Princess Wiei,” she sl

“Axa [r-:n'.igr.r,] T mallls, tnar we laaws
envugh 1o keepus golng, We need natuore,
weitbesut runture, wie weon bl havee n lifie. We
are vy commitied toesgving the Princess
Wlei”

Philip Bam assared the guests that ihe
Frorum wonld engagne the q_m“quniu..' i
figghting o protect the Vel “Thase of you
whi lowe the Princess Viey, whio grew up
there, kooas thot we wall ﬁg.;"hi to gave the
Vel Mo mall, po s ik will he bilvon
our beloved Ve

@ Bridget i is ilie sperloesprrsan Lo

Princess Ve Forum

Parliament wish the Muslim community of the Westem Cape

| a Ramadaan Kareem. May Allah accept allyour pravers, fase
ing and all good deeds undertaken during this blessed manth.

Ameen. Eid Mubarak.
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property and joins him

supporting their lifestyle.

 Weekend weather
P

in his appeal to the They should be |
s community to take educating ouryouthon [ Erid Y saturda ¢ sunda '
INFORMATION ) § responsibility for and their responsibilities as | £ "_ ay | s y 5. 5" y
respect the property in parents, because soon | e S : :':Qﬂfc ]‘I = m;,o;}fc [ ‘f o ﬂ;‘cﬁ;

.45 400 copies delievered free their areas. there will be no money | Y Hiosas2126 | ~ Hi:1035;23.04 S i 12.04 :
on Wedne;days to homes in Millions of rands to feed the hungry. f = ;_:: 02.31;14.51 | Lo: 04.03; 16.52 : = Lo: 05.37; 18.15
SR i ST v by beenspent “ o e o
Effindale, Fainways, Ferness, by the City on replacing AN C on Vlei
gﬁ;ﬁm Parkliotu:‘ Eathlgi?fg: : ?ulgag?:{ﬁct - =g Emily Fairbai d

: t ' ure. y Fairbairn an
gg?gﬁgg‘; PeIiE;fr:'ParkO;f;qé 1 These funds could Yolanda Bana, executive @ Does Adam Pikkie, Steenberg,
Estate, Retreat, Seawinds, : have been far better committee members, have facts to back up his allegations
Steenberg, St Montague's | spent on the provision of  African National about the flooding of drugs into
g_lﬂagE,‘V\liettﬂn.\l’Wnberg and | &% - improved services or Congress, Fred Cape Flats and giving gangsters
Ls\?;?g;ﬂi!l Bulk drops in | mH - upgrades to facilities. Carneson/ Suliman firearms to fight freedom fighters
' A Residentscanreport  Teladiabranch  during the apartheid era? Or are
o o Ml - i’faé'fr'.'lg.-? g;:Tec\;c;rrr:ier - dmc?gfldg;{) "t Weboeitinedih o o el ot i ik th iod in the hi
‘ or provide details of e have joined the ganda he heard at some time dur- n any other period in the his-
ggpé&%nagom I and Prince George those responsible for the  public campaign to stop ing his life? tory of this country.
Cape Town 8000 I Drive, Steenberg damage to the City’s call lans to build a mall at 1 grew up during that period in Stop blaming the past regime as
p 1 : 15 B grewip g 4 P LRl gt
: i centre on 0860 103 089.  Princess Vlei. the Cape Flats and, strangely, 1 enough time has passed to see a dif-
EDITORIAL [ é i We are encouraged never experienced this. ference that the freedom we speak
?W"‘gg?aafggg; 5488 4911 : rees No value to by the range of citizens Why don’t you put the past of should have made. How sad that
255 i : 1 van dali se d from across the political where it belongs and live for the this is not the case. Reality: youth
Editor 1 free SerViCCS and social spectrum who now and future. are dying — John, Grassy Park.
‘??%d Er’f(rz");r!t1 e : have joined hands to The change in government,
elephone < Henry Thomas, Carmen Nazier, Ottery preserve the which among other issues, deals ® Tree hazard: It is so true, the
E?I;r;ar:ltel donBlesa = comoumityworker, a0 environment. with freedom, has in no way assist- roads leading onto Concert Boule-
= s gSeembarg Ifind it difficult to Every one of us ed the youth in freeing them from  vard, 10th Avenue and Orrellaan.
News Editor 1 understand the notion should be supporting the hell of drug abuse. The reason you can'’t see is because
Brian ;055 : It is disheartening tosee  of society expecting to the campaign to save There are more youngsters the treesare obstructing your view
E?]%i)l gg‘:ﬂ%lsggiiggg § trees that were planted receive free servicesand  Princess Vlei from addicted to drugs and gangsterism  — P Dirks, Steenberg.
- X7 j barelya month ago, demanding land, food having a shopping mall
ggpgrle]rs H I have been vandalised by  and jobs from on its banks.
phael Wol people who are government. As South Africans we :
Telephone 021 4884605 1 ;.. S : ;
ppreciative of the If we take into proudly claim to have could benefit from thoughts and Ward 63.
%ﬁgﬁﬁg’;ﬁa‘;ﬁg{?&ﬁfg 73 : area that the City is consideration the fiscus  one of the best development without comradeship I shared It was never too
1 trying to upgrade. spent on housing, social ~ constitutions in the ing the with him during hislong ~ much for him and his
?;Z‘;%%:SBEZT;BT& L : The residents of grantsand so forth—it's  world, solet’s environment and taking  stay in Wynberg. colleagues to visit me
: Steenberg must realise spiralling out of control.  implement it. away a le’ : He stood outasareal  bringi ith flow
I g p g ou p it. way a people’s space od outasare ging wi ers
Eggggn.abrahams@inl.co.za | that trees play a vital part Government has Our constitution says Princess Vlei lighthouse and his rays now that I am unable to
. 1 in our environment. encouraged this culture  everyone has therightto  conserves biodiversity, of hope and loyalty to attend meetings.
EDOSSESEC’EUF : Asa community of non-payment by “have the environment involves community and  the numerous His late father wasa
i ok S 0i4agdeyy - | worker I appeal to the making promises in protected, for the provides that capacity- organisations he caretaker at Livingstone
Email fuad.esack@inl.coza 1 community to take 1994 when campaigning  benefit of present and building training belonged to, will remain  High School in
I responsibility for the for votes but free homes  future generations, und. alegacy to us. Lansdowne for many
Entertainment News I upgrading as it adds for all is just not realistic.  through reasonable Help save Princess He served on so years. :
Email entertain.ccn@inl.o.23 : value to their properties The bulk of the legislative and other Vlei, a place of natural many committees and He didn’t have much
: { and enhances the area. money should be spent measures that prevent beauty and heritage, and  organisations, too education, but he was an
Letters ;n;.;st |nc!ud§Id the et dCY : pe o d P ey Lk tag gan . i )
writers full name, address Just further on on education, pollution and ecologi campaign to ensure numerous to mention, intellec 0 co
grrlg ccgésaét r'tlucfgbz:r-grf!ali %g I bollards have been healthcare and degradation, promote service delivery from yet he was above all, a address crowds from the
I llatls 2 installed and they have pensions. conservation and secure  both government and family man, so humble.  cuff. Mervyn and his son
i : also been vandalised Let's take ecologically sustainable nature. I have never seen him  Paul inherited these
What's On notices are free. 1 with spra; int. responsibility for our development and use of @ This letter has been in a formal suit, he was ualities from their
They must be received a 1 Paj;;typamtbe o mra}) hil hortened al asual and h gat_h d dfath
ved canno own actions. na resourceswhile  shortened. ways Very ¢ and he er and gran er.
‘é":tik a?ﬁ”‘"?h e?eublgatigg : removed so once again Why, if you are poor, ~ promoting justifiable did not throw his weight Paul delivered a
guarantee they will be I the public should be unemployed and with economic and social M e 2 S around to impress heartrending and
E;thgshea%wimagr re axng(rg : observant to prews:rtlllz1 any no EO]‘{IE, cg;)njlfg;l in:sist dﬁlopment”. This says rvyn ]_:beoplf:z.11 eloquent tribute to his
g2f4dbacls, ; : expe:i;ive bo]lzfxi?s‘ ; % \N’a}‘gfnasgre you s lt The present memory seaiifm r‘:l?aﬁet?ﬁléi Ege;fw;;;?)t:lc:cd 57
RETAIL ADVERTISING i subjecting your children eneration in the W G Williams, Wynbe formal the occasion. The massive crowd
v jecting y 8 Wi e ms, Wynberg
Telephone 021 488 4147 ~ 1 @ Alderman Ian to living in squalor. surrounding community He stood for justice included residents,
Fax 021 488 4645 : Neilson, executive You are responsible want the vlei to stay a I wish to express a and freedom working among them many of his
5 mayor and for bringing a life into vlei, and future sincere thank you the side by side with ex teachers.
Representative ! . yO ¥y
N?t:'alie B i mayoral committee this world so stop generations will benefit  Southern Mail which personalities such as Dr I salute him as a
Telephone 021 488 4609 : member for finance, blaming others if your from the green lungs a portrayed the life of Helen Robinson, Anver stalwart, who worked
Cellphone 083 7183981 | City of Cape Town, child has a less than growing city needs; they Mervyn Johnson Begg, Zubeida Bray, behind the scenes, while
Ema;i_ R j responds: perfect upbringing. will continue to relax, (“Hamba Kahle Mansoor Jaffer, not we as the community will
natalie.brown@inl.coza I couldn’t have said it We are creating this ~ fish, walk and have fun. ~ Mervyn”, Southern Mail  forgetting the late remember him.
CLASSIFIEDS : better myself. The City cycle of poverty by Turningavleiintoa  letters, June 20). Dawood Parker, Mr De My condolences to
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PRINCESS VLEI SHOPPING MALL REPRIEVE

Fraud probe stops i

Melanie Gosling
Environment Writer

THE city would await the out-
come of a fraud probe by the
Hawks into the proposed Prin-
cess Vlei shopping mall before
it could sell the land, deputy
mayor Ian Neilson said yester-
day.

The Princess Vlei Forum
lodged the fraud complaints,
alleging serious irregularities.

However, forum members
were perturbed when they
heard from the Reverend John
Oliver shortly before his death
last week that the city council
was poised to sell the portion
of Princess Vlei land to the
mall developer before the
police investigation had been
completed.

Oliver had fought against
the mall development.

The city council had made a

L

decision to sell the land to the
mall developer some years
ago.
Asked to comment, Neilson
said the sale was not imminent.
One of the reasons was that
the city did not know whether
the outcome of the Hawks' in-
vestigation would lead to pro-
secutions, and if so, how this
would affect the proposed sale.
“The National Prosecuting
Authority is investigating

claims of fraud and corruption
on both the development and
the process. We understand
that this investigation is at an
advanced stage.

“We are waiting for a deci-
sion of the NPA on whether to
prosecute and on whether this
will have an impact on the sale
process. This may be an impor-
tant factor for the public to be
aware of in their comment on
the proposed sale — and on

council when it takes its final
decision,” Neilson said.

He said the land-use appro-
vals for the mall were in place,
and in terms of the original
council decision some years
ago, the city now needed to
agree on a price with the
developer.

This process was under way:

In selling the land, the city
would have to follow the muni-
cipal asset transfer regulations.

Neilson said this would re-
quire an initial report to the
council, public advertising and
then a final report to the coun-
cil on whether to proceed with
the sale.

Kelvin Cochrane from the
Princess Viei Forum welcomed
the fact that the city was wait-
ing for the Hawks' investiga-
tion to be completed. “That is
the right thing to do,” he said.

Princess Vlei features pro-

T —

minently in Khoisan folklore.

There has been passionate
opposition to the shopping mall
on the banks of the vlei, a
green lung and popular re-
creation spot on the Cape Flats
for generations, but the autho-
rities gave it the nod.

The city’s decision to allow
the mall was the result of an
unsolicited bid to the council
many years ago.

melanie.gosling@inl.co.za

inent’ land sale

Hawks
investigation
must be
completed
before any sale
to a developer
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A full addrer.s and daytime telephonie num-
r are uired. The letter editor reserves thﬁ-
t or reject.

N 122 St Georges Mall, Cape Town 8001 l Fax 021 4884793 JE} Bnailarglet@ln].co.za

The world

hasa

, tw1sted
definition =
of morahty

w‘za‘ve never met Zwehnm- -

{on’t know what -
aribes to, the outery
A affair caused me
“srsonifies an
*h African
"t\;‘ g ——

Similarly on November 9 last
year, General David Petraeus
resigned as director of the CIA, -
citing an affair that was discov- . -
ered via an FBI investigation.

Since then, Petraeus, previously
one of the most decorated US sol-
diers, has been globally disgraced.

Considering that Petraeus led sev-

eral clandestine structures that

i operated illegal and secret wars in

several countries, I considered his
carnal conduct peripheral.

innocent people was ignored
yet his illicit affair was of -

i global interest.

‘The global media also spent
vast resources analysing every
detail of Bill Clinton’s affair with

“oa ~Monica Lewinsky. People forgot

Ironically his ability to killand -
- i inflict suffering on millions of ~

his sanctions and dlegal bombing
of Iran, Iraq, Somalia and
Sudan that left millions dead

and suffering? What kind of world |

do we live in, when a man sanc-
tions mass killings but is dis-
d by an affair?

By what definition of morallty
are these decisions made?
YAGYAHADAMS
Cape Muslim Congress -

Why no public-
part1c1pat10n?

SOMETME during the 19905,
there was a new kid on the politi- -
cal block in George. (She became -
mayor of Cape Town many years-

%{: '

later) In our street a:t Klemkrantz,
(Wilderness) there were only two
resident families.

~“Upon hearing her motorcade
my late wife and I ran out into the
street to welcome her.

‘We waved hoping to geta

| handshake, but we might as well

have been waving at the moon.
Sometime later when I was

i doing duty at the polling booth at
. Wilderness, the most hated man

in the country, resident on the
other side of the lagoon, came to

i cast his municipal vote Wha.t a
*+ revelation. . ]
The proven saviour of the Out- =
- eniqua Choo Choo engaged me in
conversation until I was called to .
‘the booth.
In contrast the new kld did not
deign to wave. This is history. -

. Toda;y after having sacrificed -

Princess vlei where we as children

used to lick “suikertolle” and swim -

and where my mentor, Dr Richard

van der Ross, started a yacht clab _ :

because there was no facility for -

i people who were not white, the

new kid on the block is hell-bent

on robbing us of the last vestige of

affordable food grown in Philippi
in order to build RDP units. -
She and those with her have

become so blind that they cannot .

see the wood forthetrees. -
May I suggestthatthe
grotesque white elephant in
- Green Point be used to house the -
poor, thus saving the taxpayers
millions and bringing our work-

force to the city where they willbe

able to walk to work in their
“Mother” City. '

In this new-found democracy o

of ours why was there no public

| participation?

- Lansdowne . - . cogrw w_@m;.._.:l..d;..

e
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FOUNDEED

Peak
hour

UT Bay residents hove lost their court
H%E_‘un to suspand construction of the Chap-
¢ Ppak toll office on Table Mountain

Mational Park land.

They wanted to halt construction temporarily
while they fought a separate case in which they
hoped the court would fnd that construation of this
commercial bullding on national park land was
indeed nnlawful

The provincial government had falled to comply
with several pleces of legislation, including having
the piece of natichal park - no matter how small -
deprocladmed.

The residents wem no donbt hoping any attemp
at deproclaming nationzl park land, which is
afforded the t protection pessible would be
unsnceeasfil. That would then put an et 1o the toll
office on s Peak Drive,

The court saw i differently Judge Bennle Grissel
fouand that by nsisting on the provincial gearnirment
going through additinnal legal “hoops”, the residents
were simply delaying, not preventing, construction
of the toll office. He sald halting it temporarily would
mean great financial cost o the provines, “wiliboot
any tangible benefits accirulng to anyone”,

This case waa & last-ditch offort by the public after
i sories of atempts to prevent the toll plazs buildings
from being built in the middbe of oneof the mast spec.
tacalar and unspoilt areas on 01 CoASE

The real tragedy is that £ showld have come o this
Years ago another enginesring company offered o
repukr and maintain "% Paal Dn-ive, at @ firmc-
tinn of the cost, without a toll, That offer was rejected.
for no-soumd reasan. SANParks said when the toll was
firet mocted that it did not want it-anywhere Along
Chapman's Peak Drive. This was ignoved. Thers was
a hisge public outery at the proposed tolling of the rosd
- vy RE2 fior & roumnd frip of 18km - bt the outery
rame fn nothing. There was constderable public oppo-
sition to the toll buildings during the environmental
impact asseagment, tut the authorities approved it
The land was taken without following the counfry™s
ervieorimental laws, but that appears not (o matmer.

Perhnges the bigzest loser will e public confidencea,
If the grvornment can get sy with activities that
fout ite own laws - and use pablic money to fight citi-
zens whio try to hold it to account in conet-why shoulkd
anvone bother!

SECOND OPINION

The last hurrah

LIKE, it was said of the Thames pageant,
had not been seen for 350 vesrs and woakd nod
be seen again. Semething similar might well

be sald of abmostevery conemonial event during the
haliday weekend, even of the palace pop concert.
Indeed, it could be said of the diamond jublles itself
But it was most irue of Tuesday's thanksgiving serv-
ice gt 5t Paul's Cathedral, the oceasion where the
gueen looked most comfortable and af home.

Here, truly, was a Britain whose like will not be
geen again, becanse it is passing so swiftly info his-
tory, It was not just the carriage procession, or the
cavalry, or the massed military bands with their air
of empire and antiquity that harked back to anothes
apge, but the chiurch service ifself, and above all, the
pongregation: mostly white, of a certain age and &
cortain background. Bui the Anglican cathedral
experience is no loager as widely shared az If was
As the flap-waving crowds on the Mall testified
Britain is already a difTerent place

In this respect, the guesy’s dlamond jubilee may
with hindsight be seen not enly for the sxtravagan
spoctacte and popular festival that it was, for the pag
annts and the streat partbes, but as the last hurrah
for awayof doing things that is now, for most of the

, in the past.

From the balcony of Buckingbam Palace the
visunl messape was one of stability and continuity
bt slso of 4 monarchy pared to 1ts eszentials. Onky
the quean, her son and heir and his two sons and
spoises, came out i greet the crowds, There was &
solemnity of here.

I'N 1870

Inher six decades on the throne, Guesn Elizabeth |

11 has trodden an-often delicaba ling betwsen chsers-
ing tradition and modernising. At times, the inst-
fution lageed behind the people; with last year’s
marriage af Prince William to Cathering Middieton,
the two came back into sync.

Buit as this celebration fedes into memory, 5o 1
1Ay start to lnok more and more lke a valediction:
a glittering - if endearingly rain-sndden - eodato &
departing aga. — The Independent

OTHER OPINIONS

It is fofly fo purtish your neighbour by fire when you live
reend dooe Publilins Syrus

The rially frightening thing abow middle age is thot
woud kmony voull grow out of I, Dioris Dy

Whoeter codmes Masf drinis rnidiy aler
Eenymn and Ugandan provert

Wt wais risk revenls bt voes Bl
Jranette Winterson
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Vlei therapy far more beneficial than more retail therapy

of Mother Earth, SAFCER
(Southern African Frith
Commnities Erviromment Insgiibed
endarees e peonia's response in
phjecting tothe proposed devslspiment ol
the Princess Ylai fior a shopping mall
This support draws Bom g spiritual and
moral basis for suppocting Earih ethics
We wholeheartedly request that the
Western Cape: Provincial Goarmmedil
withadray their support for the proposal
and instesd support s people’s
proposal for Prineess Viel. The paopla’s
propesad plon isa Fem of development
that enhances and restores aur natiaral
ecogvetem, and therefirs inproves oir
spiritnal and roental wellbelng.
Azie] Gangerdine Guin the Provincial
Departreent of Envircsumental Affairs

CDH{:ERHEU about the well b

Act on police rot

£ AN ploased that Police Minister Hathi
Mihethen has finally confirmed that ths
gctions of sompmembers of the S4
Paltos Service are inconsistent with our
oonatinrtionel ethos ( Mithethwa crack:
whipon beavs-hamied (ops ", Lape
Tirmes, kiay &L

Tt is riot the first tire that minleter
Mithothora has made such an dnalysia in
relafion to unconstitations] practices by
police agairst civiians, W, the victims
o o dioe hratality, are not under any
ilsestons that mingster Mihedl means
whit he says when he savs police cught
ioba “subject o the willof the people

| they serve”, What counts for me B not

wehat e rilister saye in o publle
sympesiim bt wihathe does ina privae
office in Fretoria and Capo Tosm

Thuis T wintiled 1oe the mindsfer fo walk
the talk. Pollorare syistemxatically
prodected by the politcsl elite. What
cotings is whete minister Mthethwa
stanis in actboe and in wards when {he
police beiptally Kl and brutally mistread
chrilimns? Does he stand with the victims
of podice brufality or does he stardd with
the polics, whosaactions contradict what
hiecells “thir ethas af humsn vights".

We canme Fudl fo talk about the ived
realities on the ground of young “Hack™
peoph because we ars the sibjects of
pelice brufality day in and day ot We,
aiyoumE “hlack™ peaple in SA, are
conatant criminal suspects whether we
are rich or poor Whether “hlack” youth
1ive i Fondetosch of 1n DT, we are
ceaseless criminals in the syes of
the 84 police

A Janny Steinberg put it inone ol
his many writings about polios brutality
in 54, “hlack vouth” are "risk factors"
that SAFS membars am looking for
EVEry day

A= A mditer of the ANC bronch
exmcative comnenittes of the Cizsy Gonl
brench n Weadstook and a former
member of the Woodstock Police Forwm,
representing (he ANC branch, | remain
resobiite that wy activism in this
comimynity of Wosdatook s moere
impartant than any blind allsgisnes o
mesningless words o “dead words" a2
Ben Ol part it

There ape many good policeamin st ]
intaract with every day These are the
et benders in our corrrninithes and T
rm sure that minister Mikethws wants
pee of them inhiz minkstry, and the
Teeat wray 38 tovtaks decleive action
agamst the "rotten pollce”, Minster
nithethrws has all the beadersnlp
attribotes todo this

Crarnaams Maxwek

WionnsTors

Stadium’s last breath

THE LATEST euggestion to ged Lhi
stardiiim seea rezoned o allow for
restaicats and retail speoe srecks of
despertion.

Dhespilte the fact thet Green Polnl
Batepmyvers Assoclation will oppose L
smicldelay the priocess for years, the ides
that restarants and night clubs arecash
pows i fudberoos.

A any restaurateur will fell o, s
probably fhe hardest bosiness o make
meoney inand eertainly not a siber
bullet to savw thie stadiom. As the old jiske
goes: “Howe do ol 0w a restasrant
wortha million Famd? Start with a
restrurant warth two million mod.

Asfor nkehitchahe, younesd justask
Henny Kunene across the road how hasd
[t i5 tommake momey bn taat bosiness.

[11 mor whee thers are cnly teo
practical solutions for the stadiom.

1. Enocly it dow

2, hothball it

While I prefer the: Mrsd oprion, §egpect

and Devedepremt Planning claimed in the
Cape Timesof Mige 21 that the proposasd
development will only take | peroant of
the natirad and arovnsd the Prineess Viel
Aoconding to the people’s responss, the
i peroent s gross mizcalculation We
e o Further question w1t s possthln
toimetify that onby a4 perosmt
encroachment fustifies destroying s long:
standing indigenotis haiors

The call for Princess Viel to bs
protected came lute, ot the falth
coyrmLities sl that this regmect be
tken serinnEhy It is imporiant torespact
el preserve places which remind s of
our indizenous heritape. WWF and the
IUCN have highlighied the importenoce
of zacred places for conservation. Faith
cambnities have been fvolved in some
of thie parlisst forme=of hakilal

WRITE TO US

The Editor. Cape Times, B 11, Cape
T S000. Fam: 0021) 488 4744, or e-mad
ctiettersiindco.za. Please resirct letiers
ta Fevesr than 300 words, We reserve the
righil 1o edit and caly lethers providing a

| physical address ard telephone cortact
number {nesther for pebhcation) wil be
canskdered. &% 4 rule, lermers which have
been published elsewlsre, either i print

| ar clectronicaly, will ot be considensd

| Paapdamms are nof accepbed.

it's a birldge woo far for Cape Towi,

I suge=sd thestedium simply gets
shut down until we actusily nesd it
Dizconnaect the water, electricity and any
other services to the building. The
stadium will now cost the peaple of Cape
T fue ety e should the time
arise when someone Welits touse it fora
smbstantial amoumt of thane, they an
then pay bo gel W up and ronning ag:n,

The DA need tocome to terms with
the fact that the stadinm is never going
to pay for itsell They must either hodge
for it o mahe m whapplng oes, or pet rid
af thelinhility: The eurrent rescie plans
are risky at best ard won't be anoigh o
gt it in back the black anyway

ANTON DF WAL

CORETARTTA

A life of service

[T WAS with asense af relief that T e
{anon Chris Chivers's articks on the
thanksgiving service held St Paal's
Cathedral in celebration ol Gsen
Ellzabath's 6-voar reign on the Britich
throme (Selflass dedseation toduty is
Muesn Blizebeth's crowning asset”, Caps
Tires, June 6)

Hiera, st est, wis & volee firom within
the Smplbcan Charch, mlbeit froarn

protection in existence, both through the
preservation of particular places as
gaered sites and through rell gious-tesed
comirnl Syssems.

A visiting Avstralion Islamii: scholar
mnd envlronmental scthrist, Imam Afeoz
Al at a gathering at the Lasgte of
Friends of the Blind (LOFOB) hosted by
LOGRA Civic(Lotns River sl bisassy
Park Batepavers Assodiatkay) on May 22,
shared shndlar sentiments. He said that
the Princess saonld bewsad to connpet
poopie with their crestor and with thele
envirossment. He contined that
"discopnection and discrientation i the
englnesring that takes place through
calonisation and additionally through
apartheid. History, culture, tradition,
heritige, adership, people and Bnd
corpe under attack during colonEagion,

Ladicst, hamouring pablicly inourlocal
presa, this resarkable Christian woman
whiee bowe for and whise cormmibimneat
by ] iz ey thie spiritunl reality
usdérpliming ke long reign and wha, a1
the crakaet of which, and for alimos &
decsade, was South Afrkea’™s guess.

The outpouring of genine affection
For tiueen Elizabeth during these past
fi=w daws of celebration throughout the
Commonwealth has been deeply moeving

Her love for all peaples and her
commitrent bo serve them, unhirdered
Ty the ofter bedevilling bounds of party
political prefepences, Hes at the hear of
this lirving respmss b hee

Lomg v Gneen Elizabeath!

Rev Hawsy WIGGETT

Fisn Hoex

Intern disinterest

1 HAVE hean looking e a haliday
irternship o supplsmet my theoretical
anyd academic expariEnees &5 a
university student. Teeem o havehita
wall. | helipwe an internship i vital to oy
underetrmding of any industry and Tam
sed on gaindng some practical emperience
which UCT starves us of

Chmyy gtdy abrosd semesier in
Australia, Tmande a number of American
firtends s all of Them suppiemented
thele studies with an internship One
friard explained theat you woukd not be
eonsidered for 5 graduate schonl npless
vo1 hisd thres years worth of vac
experience. Whet o faniastic incentive,
ore that has completely bypassed the 54
tertiary edcation system.,

While | ackrowledge that my intern
atterripts heve started rather Lafe [ have
bewr looking for a two-weak inhern
presitiom a morth away This coes ol
Sirike me s & huge borden! Vel every
marketing apency and organistion [
hevs: reachied kas respondad with tha

A calondsed people's langmags is
degrided, made to appear inferior and
even prohibited from speaking in pulbdic
The Ll 2 stolen and then
systpmatically redeaigved on the ono
hand ap 8 replicn of the colonised
peopie’s homeland and in the second
mstanes, raped and degraded for i3
barrted natiseal resources”, He therefore
suRxested il Princess Vel should be o
green space o bulld peaca in the city and
honoar the siliure and herlizge of the
indigenous people of Caps Town

How many shogpiig malls are themn
in o city and how many moredo we
meed? For whose hepelit 18 this one being
bedlt — the proqle i the devednpors?
An alternative proposal b0 revitslise
Princess Viei ns a gaifegreenbelt for
recreation and for e peychobogical and

classie, “wie'll phnge you back in a cinlple
deps", Lean semse {0 the oo of iles
that these peopls sonaider me fhe lowest
pricrity; an ungualited stodent,

An internshippoaition is 8 bridge
which conmects the isolated and often
non-communlcative fields of fectiary
ecucathin and indusoy D am a cotmjetent
simdent, studyving towairds my second
degres, surmiy T have something fo ofer?

Wiy ks nobody inferested ™ And how
dloes TOT fail to explicitly stress the
importance of this type of experiencs?

DamiEL STASIR

Care Tows

Downward spiral

SAA CHOOSING toquit the Cape Town
i Liomdion dicect rowrte owehi o ratss a
good few questions. In'the Cape Times
article, “SAA stops Londop bo Cape
Towm flights". June §, ks ccupancy,
tizoes and rising costs were clied a5
{wesak) reasoms for the decision
Industry rumoar has it that smolier
national carvier i3 considering boosting
fits et ko service this roots alooe with
i fights & day to cope with demand,
Crther major national carriecs amd
st private carriers apy all af
maslEm eccupancy an this route, yet
SAA claims dwindling passenger
mambecs. .. Something dossn't add up
With SAA belng a national assetand
oir soverelgm atrline with government
funding, is there nothought grven to the
overil] ressul e Loss to the: econormy;
The move has already led one of th
remaining carriers o increase fires by
nearly RS 000 compared to the SA 4 e
that was offered. Try booking todas aind
compare prices. The SA consumer ksees
again —inles Mr Branson's Virgin
Adrfines can come bo Ol Tesche,
ANTHONY ALLEN
Hoar Bay

splritual nourishment and wellbeing of
the broader commiinity We alsn need
bkcdeersity corridors witlln our urkEn
spaces which play a crucial finction in
restoring and maintrining the inbeprity
nf st erigue floral Eingden, The
porwer of the natural envircarment on
our spiritual and peycholomcal
wedlbeing 15 beyond messsirenment. 4
healthy s spirinandly connectéd
woeiety would prosvide s positive amd
powerfnl contribution to the wellbeing of
Gur country and the Barth,

We urge fhe Provincial Goverpimment
to Iksten to what the peoqile are calking for
ignoge the pronitss of shortterm profits
and ta lisne Prineses Vied infaet forour
chilldrer's children and nature’s herliage,

AMERN Beraans

SAFCEL Care Town

It doesn't add up

S0 BAM iastopping direct Mights
between Cape Town and London. I few
thiere and back lnst week, and the flight
was elmost fudl,

I SAA manngement can’t makea
profit on the roate betwesn London and
oty Afrien’s major tourist atiraction,
when BA iz able o do so, we need new
anapementat SA4 T they po ahesd
with this step, S4A should be renamed
Gauteng Alrlines and we should get'a
new tatbonal airline that penuinely
lnoks alter national ntorests

Tarm a lonEstanding supparier of
A4, belomging to the SAA Voyikger
“Joyalty club”, What & rewward For bevalty!
Dislovalty 18 the name of the game

W dessrvie better Is this, maybe, a
poiitical ploy?

Prorgssor Gronce ELis

MarmEmMaTics DEpaeTniest, UCT

i Lo

Dear Auntie,
I was just wondering about the
| (ape Times front page picture of
the Roval fmily - [ gather they are
all looking up ai the last departing
sAA direct fiight to Cape Town
whiile Prinee Horry applouds & new
cyportunity for British Adrwsys?
PI Lot
NEWLANDS

Deagr P
Noy they're wrifimg for the British
| OO I bk ol
ArmnTin

Any offers for my Cape Times page 8 picture of ‘The Spear™?

PAGE & of the Cape Thmes May 18, has
beseoane 4 collector’s fam.

It contains & threecolumn picture of
Brett Murray's painting The Spear. aka
President Sorsa with his dingledangle
not yel coviy covered up, ag it was in
later newspapers. and sertainly before
anyone danbed red crosses over the
offending part and black smears over
mostaf e rest ol his respscied DerscdL.

T'm eladd | saved 1t Thad o funny feet
ing af the time that 1t would isereasze in
value In fct Tam already open o oflers
by arpoaee 20 lome as they bring thelr 1D

| o prowe teY abe over s

1 woild hate to ran foul of the Filin
and Publication Board which hes naled
the president’s supposed nudity to Te
nmnfit for thee aves of arsomse younger. Bl
the rest of this popnbition is still allowed

P.S.
john scott

to ealivabe, or fulminete, Bz the cnss may
be. Mayhie Heany Kunene, the man who
Likes to mat swshi aff the naked fesh of
reclining ladies, woald ks fo oy my
copy 5o that be ean nrn it

He offered hundreds of thousands for
the arigingl, in the hope of burning it
but the German buyer knew he was off
o & good thing, especially after it was
defnped. and refusod to sell. As much as
I amtJnathe topart with page B, 1am pre-
pared to make an exception in Runene's
CHBE.

If anyote splashes paint over it my
price will maturally increass corre-
spondingly Meanwhile [ shall mount
and framme it, and put it in gafe deposit,
Such windfalls ars not dropped in the
letiertex every Gay

by only competition is the internet.
Fortunately (he FEP Boards chief e
wttve, Yoliswa Makhazi, is aware of this
and has wrged those youths who come
across eopiesof thatnndarned Spearon
e web to delete thern. Youths under 16
vears of-age must of course avert their
eves while doing so.

The board's chiel operatbons offioo
Mmapula Fishe, said it wasn't enly the
nudity from which undec18: had to be
protected, It was alio the painful history
which the painting foroed society to
revigit, For us oldies, the most painfil

part of history wi revisited was the tme
g previous govermment ook offesce al
pnother painting, titied Black Christ

The then Puhlicstions Haned hanned
fhat one, too, I may have had scmething
{0 do with the fact that Christ had the
face of Alberl Luthuli and the two
TRoman soldiers puarding hln on the
croas had the frees of Hendrlk Verwosrd
nned John Vorsier respectively

The artist, Ronald Harrison, was
arrested and, affer the palnting was
smigpled to England and displayed n 51
Paul’s Catledral to raise funds for anid-
apartheid activities, the police regulardy
toictiernd i frr ahout five years

Brott Murrsy must be thankiful he
his, 50 far, been spared such o fate.

But it does seam to show that some
fhings 1 South African histooy dos't

chinge. Artists who prick thedignity of
our leaders, even if ther den't have any
dignity in the first place, do so at their
paril. ¢

MNow the SABC has banned 2 Nando's
adl that shows all the different macss of
South Advica disappearing in puffs of
simoks untll only the counfry’s ariginal
inhabitant, 4 Khoisan, is left, amd he
says he's not godng anywhers,

The SARC thinks it may offend those
of us who arrived later Well, T for one
remain meswely noffended, though'1
canmat sperk for thinner-ekinned mam
bers of our sociely whom the ad may
provake into dondering Khoisan people,
if they can find any

That ad, foq, deserves to boeome i
collector's fbem.,

Jehagsraitdimeeb.on s
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7.ambia remains a country shackled by homophobic laws

Juliet Mphande

YESTERDAY marked the celebration of 49
years of Zambia’s independence. Despite
close to a century of independence from
Britain, Zambia still holds fast to, and
claims as its own, some draconian laws
inherited from its colonial masters. One
such law is the criminalisation of sodomy,
still entrenched in the Zambian penal
code.

Currently, the act of consensual
sodomy is criminalised and carries with it
a minimum sentence of 15 years to life.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
intersex persons (LGBTTI) are classified as
social deviants.

Despite the continued vilification and
persecution of LGBTI persons in Zambia,
open and respectful public debate on the
matter is discouraged. Human rights
defenders, who dare to speak out on the
issue, are routinely harassed and perse-
cuted for “promoting homosexuality” or

“for ‘inciting” the public to take part in
“immoral activities”. This occurs despite
the Zambian constitution’s guarantee of
freedom of expression, as enshrined in the
country’s bill of rights.

Zambia’s second post-independence
president, Frederick Chiluba, described
homosexuality as the worst kind of
depravity. The current president, Michael
Chilufya Sata, has failed to confront the
problem of homophobia despite several of
his senior cabinet ministers lending sup-
port to the hateful invectives that charac-
terise the debate on homosexuality.

Most law enforcement officers fall prey
to their own prejudices when discharging
their duties, thereby contributing to a con-
text in which vulnerable communities are
susceptible to rights violations such as
extortion and torture.

The devastating consequences of this
on Zambia as a country cannot be over-
stated. Most Zambians know an LGBTI
person who has suffered hate crimes,

endured blackmail due to the actions of
either state or non-state actors, or been
driven to suicide.

These continued violations against pro-
ductive members of Zambian society
because of their perceived sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity continue with
impunity in a country that claims to
affirm the dignity of all people by its rati-
fication of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights.

While Zambia has made considerable
strides since independence to reduce the
gap between rich and poor, it has yet to
uphold its commitment to the fundamental
human rights of its citizens and ensure the
equal protection of all Zambians under law.

In fact, in recent vears the state has
shifted even further away from its duties
by enacting laws to curtail the efforts of
civil society organisations and hamper
their ability to organise freely, particularly
if they hold views that dissent with those
of government.

The celebrations to commemorate Zam-
bia’s Independence Day are a farce as they
pander to the powerful and the privileged
in society, at the expense of vulnerable and
marginalised communities.

This is most offensively demonstrated
by October also being the fifth month since
two young Zambian men were charged
with two counts of allegedly contravening
section 155a of the Zambian penal code by
“having carnal knowledge against the
order of nature”.

They are being denied the right to bail
and a fair trial. James Mwape and Phil
Mubiana of Kapiri Mposhi in central Zam-
bia are prisoners of the state. They remain
incarcerated in Mpima maximum-security
prison together with convicted felons and
cannot celebrate their national independ-
ence because their fundamental liberties
have been taken away by the state’s refusal
to grant them bail and ensure a fair trial.

This makes clear that the state is failing
in its duty to ensure that all persons are

guaranteed the enjoyment of their funda-
mental human rights.

This Independence Day it is incumbent
upon every Zambian to reflect on what
independence means, to call to mind the
struggle of our forebears who fought for
freedom, and to hold the state accountable
for the protection of the rights of the mar-
ginalised. This includes the rights of
LGBTI persons who are still shackled by
the chains of hate, violence and fear, and
who have to live with the burden of rejec-
tion by state and non-state actors, fuelled
by the state’s refusal to protect them.

The duty of a state is not to entrench
prejudice and bigotry driven by intoler-
ance and fear of diversity. It must affirm
the self-fulfilment and personal happiness
of each citizen. The recognition of the
rights of LGBTI people in Zambia and the
assurance of non-discrimination against
minorities are critical to a tolerant society.
" @ Mphande is a human rights, media
and peace activist in Zambia.

PRINCESS VLEI

The desecration of a temple

Bridget Pitt

IT WAS a remarkable gathering: A
Catholic archbishop and a primary school
jazz band, chiefs from Khoi and Xhosa
tribes, a rabbi and a sheikh, a baptising
Pentecostal elder and a Buddhist... a rare
moment when our rainbow nation shone
in all its colours.

But perhaps what was most remarkable
about this gathering was that this group
had come together on September 22 to
defend one Cape Town's most contested
natural features — the Princess Vlei.

What has motivated these moral custo-
dians of our city to take this stand? Why
has Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
bothered to weigh in to the debate with a
message of support?

Superficially, the Princess Vlei issue
might seem a small issue. But it is an issue
in which the greater social, cultural, his-
torical, economic and environmental con-
nections are so starkly and eloquently
expressed that it serves as a microcosm of
critical choices facing our city, our country
and indeed our planet. Perhaps this is why
it has caught the attention even of those
who have never had the pleasure of watch-

i C to land on the
water, or seeing the Constantiaberg mir-
rored in its still surface.

Princess Vlei holds an urgent lesson,
the same lesson that is being ignored by
global political and financial leaders as
they continue to avoid taking the decisive
action needed to avert the catastrophe of
uncontained climate change. The lesson is
so simple: If we continue to sacrifice social
justice and environmental well-being for
the short-term enrichment of a minority,
we will soon find ourselves in a world that
is uninhabitable.

It is self-evident that building a shop-
ping mall on a wetland does not promote
environmental sustainability What may
be less obvious is the damage this develop-
ment could do to social sustainability,
which is equally critical to the long-term
health of our society.

A socially sustainable society is one that
pays attention not only to people’s physical
needs, but also to their psychological and
emotional needs. Critical to the psycholog-
ical health of a community is access to
recreational spaces where people can con-
nect with nature, interact with each other
in a relaxed way; or find solitude and peace.
For those living in over-crowded homes
with no gardens, such solace can only be
found in natural public spaces. In this con-
text, these spaces become the pressure
valve that enables people to cope with the
stresses of social and economic hardship
in densely populated environments.

Prinecess Vlei has long served this pur-
pose. People from the ages of eight to 80
have remarked that what they value most
about the vlei is that it gives them a feeling
of peace.

In the words of Makl, a graffiti artist
who grew up in Cafda: “No matter what
happened economy-wise or family-wise,
Princess Vlei was one place people went
and had a good time... the sun would set,
and I remember the fires and the braais

The fog of war descends over a few minor skirmishes in Mozambique

either US Senator Hiram W John-

son (why do Americans always have
middle initials?) or Aeschylus who memo-
rably said that “the first casualty when war
comes is truth.”

Whoever said it first, it holds as true
today as it did then. The “fog of war” is as
overused a cliché as any in the book.

There is something of the “fog of war”
hanging over our neighbour, Mozambique,
at the moment. On travel forums, panicky
holidaymakers are talking about can-
celling their Christmas plans of Dos M
beer, sun and cheap prawns and rum.

There is again talk of reinstating the
on-again off-again military convoys on the

Estrada Nacional 1, the EN1, between Rio
Save and Caia. This after Mozambican
troops reportedly (and the reporting has

DEPENDING on your source, it was

COMMUNING WITH NATURE: Princess Vlei holds an urgent lesson, the same lesson that is being ignored by global political and financial leaders as they continue to avoid
taking the decisive action needed to avert the catastrophe of uncontained climate change, says the writer. :

going on, music playing, people were happy.
“You knew when you went home there’'d
be skelling about ho money for this or that,
or not enough to eat, but while we were
here at the Vlei, people had a great time.
Among all the negatives... the Vlei was the
one memory that shone through, and you
knew if you could focus on that, you could
survive, you could make it through.”
People in the community speak of
Princess Vlei as a place given by God, a
place that is free. There is a sense that God
(or nature) has generously provided such
beauty and tranguillity without expecting
anything in return. This generosity helps
people to feel wealthy in a more profound
sense, to forget that they are deprived, or
poor; or lacking. The water sparkles just as
brightly for a single mother from Parkwood
as it does for a wealthy Constantia resident.
Probably a lot more - Constantia residents
are treated daily to lush views in their gar-
den, or at any of the holiday locations they
can afford to visit. Most people living near
Princess Vlei have no gardens and no car.
A shopping mall, on the other hand, can
make all but the super-rich feel poor, with
its display of goods that few can afford to
buy. A shopping mall entices people to
spend beyond their means. A shopping
mall diverts money from small traders,
breadwinners in this community, into the
profits of big business. A shopping mall
may create jobs, but it kills local enterprise.
The value of Princess Vlei to the com-
munity is clear and widely acknowledged,
a value that would be greatly enhanced if
the space was developed as a nature and
heritage park.
Yet all indications now are that the city is
set to go ahead with the sale of the land to

Wik iy

Tony Weaver
o L

been very foggy and vague) finally overran
the base used by Alfonso Dhlakama and his
ragtag remnant bandit group at Sathun-
jira, at the foot of Monte Gorongosa, close
to the eponymous national park of the
same name, on Monday.

And earlier this week, Renamo bandits
attacked the police station in Renamo’s
erstwhile wartime headquarters in the
town of Maringué, about 30km north west
of the EN1 not far from Gorongosa.
Dhlakama himself is reported as saying
that the 1992 Peace Accord is dead,

the developer. What is driving this intention?
In his keynote address at the Princess
Vlei Forum prayer meeting on September
22, Bishop Geoff Davies quoted the story of
Jesus chasing the money-lenders out of
the temple. “Is not the whole world God’s
temple?” he asked. Has not God brought
life to this planet? Hasn’t Princess Vlei
been a temple for generations of users?
“Yot we have made this wonderful
planet of life, this temple of God, into aden
of thieves. We do everything to make
money... We rape the environment, so we
have rhinos facing extinction, so that peo-
ple can make money. We have open-cast
mining, polluting air and water and
destroying the soil, all to make money.”
At the heart of the Princess Vlei story
is the tale of two cities: An uncaring city
driven by commercial development at the
cost of social and environmental sustain-
ability, versus a caring city that balances
economic needs with long-term social and

If they allow the
development of a
shopping mall, we
know that they are
bringing conflict and

perpetuating injustice

P i A R e i

~and that he will go back to war.

Then, also earlier this week, there was
a report from Nacala, way north of the
Renamo area, and closer to the border with
Tanzania than with South Africa, that a
gang of 30 men armed with pangas had
attacked the Hotel Veloso on the outskirts
of the port town. It was initially feared that
this could be an offshoot Renamo group,
but vesterday I got word from Nacala that
this was simply a bunch of robbers who
held up the bar and that the pangas were
purely used for “intimidation”.

It’s very hard, from this distance, to
accurately assess just how serious the sit-
uation is, but my guess is that while the
Nacala incident was just a random
piece of criminality, the incidents around
Gorongosa are the dying kicks of a
tiny remnant of a bandit army that

environmental health. The DA claims to be
running a caring city; and its policy frame-
works do embrace this vision.

But recently, city leadership seems to be
ignoring its own policies. Lately, as in the
case of the Wescape development, the
Philippi Horticultural Area farmlands and
Princess Vlei, Uitkamp at Durbanville, and

the Two Rivers Urban Park at the conflu-

ence of the Black River and Liesbeek
Rivers, the city’s decisions seem to favour
bids for private development over commu-
nity interests, even those which contradict
its own policies or advice by its own profes-
sionals. This trend threatens to push us
towards the first city, a city driven by
short-term gain rather than long-term
vision, a dangerous, uncaring city where
even the privileged cannot build walls high
enough to keep out the misery and anger
beyond them. Social and environmental
sustainability are not luxuries. A city that
is not socially and environmentally sus-
tainable is a city sowing its own seeds of
destruction.

Perhaps these developments fill the
city’s coffers, but they carry social and
environmental costs that in the long term
far outweigh whatever wealth they gener-
ate. No doubt our city’s leadership make
difficult choices every day. But the decision
to save Princess Vlei is not a difficult
choice. The gains of another shopping
mall, particularly to the disadvantaged
neighbouring communities, are negligible,
if they are there at all. The loss of this
iconic wetland and recreational space is
irretrievable and incalculable.

We should be able to trust the city to con-
serve these precious natural resources and
communal spaces, but increasingly it is

has long since passed its sell-by date.

For those who know the geography,
according to one of the leading experts on
Mozambique, Mike Slater (who runs the
Mozguide website) “the stretch of road that
now becomes ‘dangerous’ is Inchope-Vila
da Gorongosa-Caia, rather than Save- Mux-
ungue, This is based on my gut feel that the
Muxungue Renamo base was abandoned a
couple of months ago, and that certainly
the majority of Renamo operators are in
the Gorongosa-Maringué area, a tradi-
tional Renamo ‘stronghold’.”

Meanwhile, it is business as usual in the
Parque Nacional do Gorongosa, and in all
the normal tourist resorts from Inhassoro
southwards, which is about as far north as
the vast majority of South African tourists
venture. North of Inhassoro seems to still
be regarded as “Darkest Africa’, despite it

falling to civil society to defend them, some-
times at considerable cost. The struggle to
save the Sea Point waterfront cost some
R2.7 million, financed by generous individ-
uals from the relatively wealthy Sea Point
community. Princess Vlei, once affection-
ately named “Claremont Beach” is a
“seafront” and traditional gathering place
for the many local residents who cannot
afford the transport and time to travel to the
beach.-Must the schoolchildren, the unem-
ployed, the pensioners and other hard-
pressed community members from around
Princess Vlei struggle to raise funds for a
similar court action to defend one of their
few accessible recreational spaces?

In the words of Bishop Davies, “This is
not just a moral issue. It is a deeply spiri-
tual matter. How we live together — with
God, one another and the rest of creation
is a deeply spiritual matter. We have come
because all religions call for justice and
righteousness — for fairness. So we now
call on the authorities to seek justice for
the people and the planet. If they allow the
development of a shopping mall at
Princess Vlei, we know that they are bring-
ing conflict and perpetuating injustice.”

Let us call on the city leadership to revi-
talise their vision of a city that cares for all,
that protects the interests of the margin-
alised and the vulnerable, and to pursue
this vision honestly, and assiduously We
owe this to our citizens, and to our children.

@ Pitt is the author of Unbroken Wing
and The Unseen Leopard. She has written
a book for Sanbi (South African National
Biodiversity Institute) on urban nature con-
servation and is part of initiatives to build -
communities through nature conservation.
She is a member of the Princess Viei Forum.

being as beautiful a stretch of Africa as
anywhere on the continent.

And with the massive surge in gas and
oil exploration taking place north of
Nacala up to the Tanzanian border, and the
opening up of huge new coal fields, there
is no way the Mozambican government is
going to allow the situation to escalate to a
point where investors start getting scared.

Renamo was established in 1975 by
Rhodesia’s Central Intelligence Organisa-
tion as a proxy force to destabilise the Fre-
limo government because of its support for
Zanla guerillas operating out of Mozam-
bique (Zipra operated out of Zambia). It
later became a proxy force of the apartheid
South African Defence Force, hardly good
credentials in a country that suffered years
of destabilisation by South Africa.

Even so, in the 2004 elections, an anti-gov-
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A porn man'’s
guide to
spinning the
blame on a
third party

Jonathan Ancer
WELCOME to Mac’s Masterclass in
UberSpinning. What's the best weapon in
the spin doctor’s arsenal! Anyone?
Anyone? Yes, you in the blue shirt.

That's right. The “I was taken out of
context” excuse. If we brezk up the word
“context” we get “‘con” and “text” - that’s
some spin doctor’s humoun

The “T was misquoted” defence was all
the rage but it has become difficult to use
now that everybody has a cellphone they
can use to send clips to YouTube.

Did you see how I skilfully navigated
the Prez’s latest “We can’t think like
Africans” blaps? That's right. Pure
genius. Remember when he said owning
dogs was unAfrican? After my
spintervention the SPCA wanted to give
him the Dog Lover of the Year Award.

There’s no sin I can't spin, no blunder I
can't put under, no mistake I can’tforsake
and no skande I can’t rent asunder,

Let’s move on to an actual case study.
Competition Commissioner Shan
Ramburuth resigned because he was
caught visiting a porn website and spent
R120 000 of taxpayers’ wonga on data
roaming. What the hell was Ramburuth
thinking? He shouldn’t have resigned.If
T'd been his spin doctor he would havehad
a promotion. You see, with a little bit of
spin we can show how his porn surfing
was taken completely... Anyone? Anyone?
Yes, that’s right: Out! Of! Context!

Mr Ramburuth was actually in his
hotel room doing work. He decided to
research the stiff competition among
pawn shops and was conducting a study
about how collusion in the industry has
led to members of the public being
screwed —no porn intended. Speaking of
the public’s members, Ramburuth’s next
move was to try to get his head around
policy debates about the general welfare of
society. So he typed “Show me what’s in
the public interest” into Google.
Unfortunately, heleft the “1” out of public.
It could happen to anyone.

Ramburuth decided to do some work
on the commission’s tribunal into
construction companies” collusion and
typed “Hit me with some big erections”
into the search engine. After seeing things

. that cannot be unseen he turned to

religion for help. An innocent type-o had
him on the “Porn-Again Christian”
website. He decided to turn off his
computer and eat food his chef had
prepared for him. It was awful. So once
again he turned to Google for help. “How
do I get somebody to sack my cook?” he
typed, but he wasn’t seeing straight and
some letters got jumbled.

Ramburuth decided to play chess on
his computer to calm his nerves. It was
going well until he typed “porn to mate
queen”. It was horrible.

Theén he did an online search for places
to stay in Hermanus. Should a man be
crucified just because his keyboard is
missing the letter M?

The stress of what he saw gave him
chest pains. Yet again he thought heeould
rely on Google to get him out of thissticky
situation. Unfortunately, when he typed in
“what does a cute angina feel like” ... well,
let’s just say, damn auto erect. I mean
correct. Damn auto correct.

As you can see these issues ap not
black or white - they are grey; many,
many shades of grey, at least 50/hades of

grey.

It’s not Ramburuth’s fault that
Google’s mind is in the gutter. 1e'll be
suing the search engine giantor millions
for causing him severe emotimal distress,

In tomorrow’s Mac Masteclass we
look at Spinstraction — the at of spinning
by distraction. Your homewrk is to solve
this clue: It doesn’t even tike one
miserable cent to outfoxthe public
using this Spinterventiat (3, 2, 7).*

*QUT OF CONTEXT: -1 anagram of
“cent to outfox” (“horrib}?” is the
anagram indicator).

ernment alliance @minated by Renamo
managed to capture29.7 percent of the pop-
ular vote, while Dilakama himself polled
31.9 percent of the presidential vote. But that
was back when Myzambicans living in the
central and nortlern provinces of Sofala,
Zambézia, Nampila and Cabo Delgado saw
themselves as the forgotten stepchildren of
the relatively prosperous south.

Now those provinces are booming, with
new tar highvays, bridges, gas and oil
exploration taking place — it is Mozam-
bique’s new Eldorado.

And I suspect that Renamo have finally
woken from their slumber and realised
that if they don’t make a big noise now,
they will miss the coming gravy train and
be forever doomed to being small time ban-
dits in a tiny part of a very big country.

tonyweaver @iafrica.com
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It's alive! Actually, it's half-dead - are you ready for the Zombie Apocalypse?

Tamara Lush
Sapa-AP

TAMES, Florlda: First came
Miaml; the case of a naked
man eating most of another
man's face. Then Marvland. &
college student telling police he
lgilled 2 man, then sfe kis heart
and part of his brain.

It was different n Hew Jer
sov, whare n man stabbed him-
gelfl 50 times snd threw bitz of
his owm intestines at police,
They peppersprayed him, bat
he was not egsily subdued.

Hie wan, people started say-
ing, acting like o zombie. And
the whole discussion just kept
growing, becorning a topis that

Indonesia
escalates
fight to
save rhino

Tony Carnie

INCONESIA ks declared an
international rhino
EMErEEney anml urged S
and all rhino natiens tokin a
global effort o prevent their
eartinchom within our lifkstmoa

President Susilo Yod-
hovonoof Indonesia declared
wosterday to be the start of
International Year of Che
Ehine, mainly tensures the
rarvivel of tao criticalby
threatenad Asian rhimo
gpeing. The frumber of Javam
rhines has sunk io fessr flaan
50 ariirmals, whibe onby sbout
0 SunmiErran Fhinos are il
alive

Yuctherore sabd e bopesd
all Fhirso e aftes in
Aftdea amnd Asis wonld take
stmilaracton mprotect
rhulriees from paaching by
arime syndicebes

“ 5o arxl clear palitical
messages from the highes
passible bl are reguined o
combixt the iliegal Killkne and
trecle in chind amd the
message fram President
Yiudhoyono islowd and clear”
raid John Scanion, the
soiTetary-genecalof e
Convenvtion on [nterrational
Trace 1n Endanpered Species

“We hiops (sl this bobd
initiative feoan Indonesia will
it a4 A citabyss for further
highrlevel politteal sapport to
protect Fhinoe in the wild.™

The deciaration ooHes
afler another o wlitbe chinos
wore killed in the Hluhbose
Umfalozi Park in Ewafalo
Piagal st wesk, Iringing the
desth toll In South Afrcs to
el e 230 rhinos 1n the frse
e meomnths of this yeas

Yolan Friedmann, the haead
of the Endangered Wildlif=
Trust, said the illepz] trade in
wildiife and wildlife products
was now the third-largest
torm of {legal trade sfler
drugs and homan traffichmg

‘Vampires have
a romantic
appeal, zombies
are doomed'

tha internat couldn’t seom to
stop trlking about,

Theactusl ineidemts are bor
rifying - amud, il huew people are
{ELHIU'.IE aboud them s arry Indi
cation, fascinating. Inan Amer-
ica, wheme sombrie imagery s
usad to peddle everything from
inols and weapons o garden

- T e &

enmmes, they all but beg the
cofnparison,

Peopla are usad fo viclence,
Cannibalism &nd people who
should fall dewn but don®t?
That's semethlng eise antirely

SBn many strange things
have made headiines in recent
days that The Daily Beasi
aszermhled a Google map track-
ing “instances lhat may be
the presurzor to & zombie
apocalypes”

And the federsl agency thet
tracks diseases wejghed In &
well, insisting (8 had no evi-
idence that any amibie-linked
haalth crisis was unfelding.

The cases themselves am
anything but funny  Each

- i W

imvolved resl people either sus-
pected of committing unspealk-
able acts or having those acts
visited upon them for ressons
that have yet to be figured out.
Maybe it'e nofhing new, aither;
people do horrikle things to
sach other on a daily basis
But whet made search
terms ke “zomble apocalyps”
tremd dav after day Last weslk on
the internst, foalied by discus-
stome and peatings that were
often framed as humour?
“They've heard af these
Fombde movies, and they make
A joxe about LY says Lou
Manza, o peyvehidogy priodesair
al Lehamon Valley College in
Pentisylvania, who learned

= -

HIKING TRAILS, KHOISAN VILLAGE

Vlei residents offer an alternative

Staff Writer

THE sompuntties opposed 1o
the development of a 8 000’

shoppitg complex en  the

anks of Princess Vel have
developed their own zlierha-
tive plan for the wetkamd which
will inclhode hiking traiks and
the development of a culfuiral
Ehoisan Village instedsd.

The "Sive Princess Yle"
lobby group came up with (e
“People’s Plan"” because [
bplioves the naw mall will
destroor local husiness,

It zaid instesd of money
gofmg to local business and
remainmng in the Grassy Park
areq, "money will be sucked
away to the pockeds of big
retailers"

“There are already mamy
shopping centres nearby - we
don't pesd another omne
Primpess. Viel j= part of our
mermn'y, history pnd colinre
from the Eholzan who wens
lewdr first, to the peopbe who
e growm up and [ieed thelr
lives e “The BOVErTIMERT
GEn'LoerasE o hisiory and
heritage.” resd a stotement
froem the growp.

Phillip Bam af the Greater
Cape Tosm Civic Adllance, who
has been one of the mall's
bimgmest opponents, ssid they
have a plan for Princess YWled
which iz o “redevelop and
rehabilitate” the namral
ecnsystem and torevitslise the
public open space

The interventionz in the
Peopie’s Plan Inchade:

& Hiking trail to Macassar
Dmes

& Hiking trail to Elephants
Eve Cave

& Walkway around
Princess Wiag

® A cultural and secio
rratiire canfre

® Ehoisn village

@ Sunset Conoert Park

® Play park for children

“This is someihing the peoe-
ple want. Pecple dem’t want m

the

about the whole thing at the
breakfast table on  Friday
marting when his Li-searald
son quipped that a “Zomble
npocalypse” was imminent.

Symbaolic of infisction aned
evil, sombdes are terrifying In &
way that other horrmormovie
iconography isn't, sayvs Elizae
beth Bird, an anthiopielogiss al
the University of South
Forids. Zombies look like us
But they aren't, They are somea
baser form of us - slowly ot
ting - and shambling along,
intent on “surviviog" and cre-
atlrg move of their kind, bt
writh mo emotional core, no co-
arience, 1o limits.

“Vampirea have kind of &

romantic appeal, but gombies
are doomed,” Bird ssvs. " Fom-
bies can newver really beopme
liman agein. There's no gelng
back. Thit resonates i 1o
world, with people fesling like
we're moving towards an end-
g, Udmately they are much
mvre o’ & depressmg fgure”
Speculathon varies. I cowld
be @ wirds thet escapes from
siyma sacret povernment lah, or
nme that mistates an 108 own. [L
will, many belteve, be sotme
thing we"ve created — and there-
fore brought upon ourselves
Zombies represcnt Amer-
tea's fears of bioterrorizm.
which strepngthened after the
September 11, 20001, attacks

— T = F -

Economic anxiety doesn't help
matters Consider the terms
that {hose fears produce: 2em-
bie banks, zombie sconomies,
zombie poverniments

Zombies have been around
in 118 culture gt least sinee
Mary Sheley's Frankenstein
was published in 1818, though
they really took off after
Creorge Romero's nightmerish,
hlack-and-white classic horror
film Might of the Livimg Dead
hit the screen in 1863,

In the past seversl wvears.
they haw become both wildly
popular and big businesa,

It goes far bevond comic
books, costumes and comen-
tions. An Ace Hardware store

PEOPLE'S PLAN FOR PRINCESS VLEI

e -

ghen hroader appas by

KHOISAN VILLAGE

wthe San, lved

BRAAP AREAS

| A revamp nfﬂm mngﬁiil.rplrkmr Wil ua
pazshie inclusion |

ul askatepark and & SOCC lI:IH:I

Ineluding & Mamaorial Park This iz a i
muilti=purposs bullding ising emdranmentally | T
frsgmdly constriction techniguas . T

Based an nechaologlcal and anthropologl
resoarch, this will recriate how tho T:h-.'- ard

LOCAL GOODS AND

PRODUCE MARKET

ical

e i
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Hrid
the

[ WALKWAY

b

T BN Bir lnmhmwa hrumr:ami and

for pedestrans end oyclists o cross

.".ul-'.- At B B 7 LI
_-.f.;'-..--ln..-'\. ..:'.
& weadieanay af Tom 'mll ba constrscted armund
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Princass Vial, 10wl have = down arpasand |
BICHic areas, g
mall there There will he walk- Princess ¥Viel on June 16.

ways around the vlei, brasl
arans and ... o0 eco-cening o
Eids can leart abotl sermsll i
fynbos and the history of the
Eholzan and o eraft market
W wrilll et concyets 9 Hme

He said they will e launch-
ing the Poopie's Plan lor

"Princess ¥lei ts almost
Like Table Mountain and peo
pili cam't Hve without (£

In Aprll the province gave
the clearance needed for the
shopping complex to be budlt
o Lo 2lvores of Princess Visl

The development has besn

met with smong opposition
Irom  environmental  lobby
proiaps and nelghbouring com-
munities who ose the green
area for recreation.

The lobby groups =ay the
development of the land has
ey dn the offing sinee Insight
Propenty Developers indtially

104D TR

FTO R
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Macassar Dunes
A trall from Princess Vel to

e,

the da

Hiking Trail to

Kheyelitshe and Macassar
Dunes that ivolves a'sleap- ||

Hili.lll'n‘u ﬁnil!:tu e

ants Ve
%uml L] anﬁhm walk o
leam about the history of Fow
natura has been shapad, from
af tha Ehoi Princoss,

thraugh apartfeid in today,

The Dressing of the
Princess: Centre for
Elﬂwlad Rehabilitation

Thlu :l-rma-wil continue the
rahahifitation project,

B0 particinate

&11 n|;| fynkos, prepanng

Gapt: Magamad Jamts

triesd 1o biy 5t from the city 1
155,

In
becamne part of A community-
led rehmbilltation project of
fimbos and wetland ecalogy

e Princesa  Wlel

nasd “The Dressing The
Princess”
An eologist working for

the 54 National Biodiversity
Instiate, George Davis, said
earlier that & hig building on
the shores of the Princess Vet
would impact negatively on
the eco-svstem as contami-
nated run-off waler woukbd be
penerated which would flow
inio the viel,

Businesses force Home Affairs’ Maitland refugee reception office to relocate

Barbara Maregele

PRESSUHRE by local businesses
has forced the Department of
Home Affaire to relocabe 1=
Maitland refugee reception
office to Customs Hoose on the
Foreshaore, department spoles-

woman Manusha Pillad savs
“In addition, the andiord of
the premises currently fows:
ing the office in Maitand. ear-
lisr thiz year informed the
department of his infeniion to
bring the lease mpreement to
an end on June 3, Z01Z" she

gald lase night. Pillal sabd con-
sultations were taking place
bBeiween e releyvent stake-
hnlders,

The department wonld
implemaent certaln measures
by the ehd of the meonth.

“Hefugess holding section

24 permits can suhmit fheir
appliations for refugee 1D and
Travel documents ai Cape
Tewn Reglonal offica to facil-
tate fagisr processing of these
dacuments.

“Mew applicants will be
directad to other Refuges

Recepthon [HTices ()
submit their applications,™
she: said.

Anthomy Muteti, of redimges
rights group People Apainst
Suffering, Oppresszion and
Poverty, soid refugess would be
gt risk of belng robbed ag s

Foreshore was an isolaied
ares,

“The salety of the people
would then ba a g concern
for Hs

“Homever, this is a8 much
Detter solutlon than moving it
o a location. MNew arrivals

wrould be &t risk and wouldn's
gnow where to o, he said,
Muretl satd the departmens
ztill neaded 1o review the clas-
aification of the section 24 par-
mits as their staius was still
under review:
barbara.maregeieainl.coza

in MNebraska features a “Zdm-
bie Preparedness Centee™ fhiat
Imedches balts and fasiemers fbr
broken bones, glue apd canlk
for peeling skin, and decdoris-
ars 10 freshen np decaring
flesh. “Don’t be scared,” its
website says. "Ba prepared.”

(n umcratecom you can
find everrthing vou need to
survive the spocslypse - zom-
hie-driven or otherwizss — in-a
aingle “bus-out bag™.

{n Amszon, you can pur-
chase g Gnombie, » gored-out
somibie garden gnomes

Marbe it's that we joke
about the things we fean

Lapghter makes
marnageahle.

them

Premier
promises
to follow
procedures

Bahalo Ndenze
Palitical Wiriter

PHEMIER Helen #ills savs her
sfminisiaion lus le3rnt 15s
lessons i the wake of Prblic
Pratector Thill Madonsela's
e frote 8 B0 il bom
corrmumbeaion terder - and
ikl followr thie correct
presdires i fhe fuiare

Laaf weeds Masiansela
fmand makadmimisteation and
firuitless and wisiedial
eacpenditioe on the part of he
s depasiment, ot
found nothing ankasfil

I her final report, the
pablie protector albso ol inko
accound the mepord of the
Prowineial Treasury an the
procuiEnent process and 1S
“trarsgversal natubse, whikch
i a mamber of negtive
findings agninst the
department”

“However, alifough it was
concludod that THWA, vl
Imany it have e
waried the contract, the
supply chain management
proness revealad a lack of
control nmm;warhlﬂx:d.l
Buvesnance prineiples,™
Madomsela.

Bhe aaid the preoiérs
departmsnt had fdentifisd the
nead fora single beard
benityand communication
sivategy for the Western Cape
provincial povernment peier
to 2080, The oblective was t
procume A ennsversal term
coiactapplicable to all
prowincial departments.

Zille told the Cape Times
that her administration has
Tesrmd thal (e corTescl
officiabs in supaly chaln
managamiEnt ik enliey
transversal tinders upfront
and impleanent e correct
procediirs for sich femders
from the start so tht there
WHE T nioed toora-advartise

“Wa plso lenevar that seore
sheets and a sumimarisad
m=eting report from a bid
evabuntion commiiies s not
] fesven] 1o consEirnee
mimnshes, aswe preylously
balicrand, md wie will huyve
sefurabe milnbes of siech
mmeetiryes 1 s, said Zille

Tha AN, howeer, aatd i
wn 't bk the roatier goeasily
arsl plans to take the Western
Cape commumnicption tender
to the Public Service
Commission smd the sy itor-
peneral

ol aferomsninl oo

Removing window panes in
robberies ‘happens all the time’

From Pags 1

b comtact the police on 0860 01011 o'
SIS fip-olTs oo crime line agi22]l
Hein Eoshemosrn Hesd of e
Intellipence and
Frreestigotions ot Tactheal Hesction
Sorvices, said removing & window
par was-ned & new modus operandi
“This hapoens all the time amd 1L
wordld normally be when a new win-
dow had just been instolled, 1§ the
window ieold, the porpetrators woukd
bring special tools to mmove the win-
dow pane, While they get busy with
the window, the people mside won't

Department of

b & thing.”

Judge Ehampepe's robbery comes
jueet pftor Justice Moposmg had mndo
an application to the Minizter of Jus-
tice for tighter security messures for

Jdpes,

84 [t ool potics of Justioe
Hhampep: when former president
‘Thaho Mbakisppointed her to hapd a
commission of inguiry into whether
the Scorpions should remain under
the Justice ministry or be absorbad

by the podice.

BEFIECEREEY NIty

LEe  Emprisomnment

iudges,

|

The Supreme Court of Appesl
rejected one of Judge Khampepe's
sepdences imposed when she was in
the high court, The cass velved a
gang af three comvicted of hreaking
tmito iwo houses when the aowners
wepe out. On thedr return they wers
attackad; one elderly home owner
was torturel] and mardered. In the
sther case, a rape victim, 04, meeded

Judge Ehampeps decided thers
were substantial reasons nof to
imposa the mandatery sentence of
She sentenced
them to 16 vears for the murder and
tha rapist o an additonal 18 sears

The Supreme Court of Appeal said
she had cver-emphasised the relative
vouthiiiness of the accised and their
prispect: of rehabilitatbon. To Gl
the rapist acted Yike a sex sevmpge".

Tha gerused wers Bobaeen 50 and
25 at the time amd demonstrabed no
sign of immeatority sikd the appeal
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lei U-turn

é’

City decides to shelve proposed mall, car park and tixi rank

KOWTHAR SOLOMONS

THE CITY of Cape Town has done
an abaui-turn on it decision to sell
part of Princess Viei to mall devel-
opers, putiing an end to & won
teptious Eeme thet bas dragged on
furt minee than 15 years.

The city iold Weekend Arinis
exclusively that i would foday
anmounee its decision to shelwe the
proposed mall, adjacent cer pack
and Eawi rank.

The plans  were  sivongly
oppased by environmental lobbw
groups amd  residents of
naighbouring working-class sub-
it who nse the green area for cer-
pranies and recresioi

The dewlopment of the Laiu,
witich isof hisortcal sipnifieance
to the Ehoisan and lies in “the
entangeresl Cape Flats fymbos

b, had e in the offing since
Fruperty Bevalopers ki
to Ryt Irakn che elity. 1n 1908

Tewtay s ampouneement is [ikely
fioy be wrelcomed v emvironmental
grmoups such as the Princess Viel

Fopam, and will put pnend tothelr
stand-odT with the cify which had
the final say after the provincial
govermeend pave the deal the preen
Tight

The ferum opposed the devalogp-
ol the vlet dive 1o its rich e
rennmental, culinral and historical
signifeance,

TNepuby mayor kan Neilson said
vestertiay the city hed been seatth-
I for alternatives befors
punoianeing mn official halt io the
R et

“The cliiy has been Indiscuseion
with the prospective deselopers of
the Jaml orver the past vear to meas-
tigate alfermatives. We have come
to the conclusion that, notwith-
stinding the monlng that has besm
pehieved for the developmeont, he
oply markahbe opdion would be for
thie ity {ocancel the prapread sale

“Oiar own valuation of the
social vitlue of the kamd surreemd-
ing Princess Vel and s potentlsl]
for enhanced social benedil, hos jed
n=to the conclusion that a diferend
vision is pequired for fhe land, a
vision that we look forwapd to
developing with eur residents."

Insight Property Developars
wanild be compensated for cancella-
tiom of the project, althoigh the
eily wazunable to provide anexe
fignre as i1 sakd some egal Esves
remEdned outstanding,

Mell=m sald the city Delisved
the amount woutld be recoptabtde 1o
hath parties,

Thar wetland f= =tespad in
Khobsan legend. It 13 named after a

teodsan prineess who, secording

A

reverberate in the background.

ii:

SAVED: The viei has konyg been used for ceremonies and receation,

i legond, was abducted by Por
Pegueese sallors while she batlved in
(e werlere of he viei. T was also
one of the few nafural  aress
coloumred peopls sonkd visit afler
the apartheid government melo
cated them to the Cape Flats,

The Cape Town Bisdiversity

PICTURE: DaWED RITCHIE

Batwork listed the vlel as part of

it: metwork in 3008 after & stody
found It conaiped unigue Caps
Flats done strandveld and sand
fymbos

The propossd sade 6F the wet-
land was reéjected by the oty in
2008, byt {he provincal povern-

ment overturned the decision.

The city then agreed tosell off a
mortion of the tamd late st vear
sparking fury from commonities

Allegations of frapd and cow-
ruption by the forom, which
elaimed there ware “serions irreg-
ularitEs”™ shogl the sale and s
approval led boan irestigation by
the Havarks and ther deal was paat on
herld,

The foblyr o end the develop-
ment plans wies Booshed In Sepiem
et when Archbishop Emeritus
Desmond Tutu theew his weight
hehind  the preservation of
Princesz. Vel in g letier to the
forum.

“T'wounld Hike toexpress my sup-
porl for e campalgn to ssve the
greaier Princess Wiei - area fhom
the inappropriste developnent of &
shopping mall, and for iis profec.
tigh in perpetity as & natune 3w
heritage padt Princess Vil E-a

PARTY COLDURS: Revellers make the most of vesterdays Human Rights Day public holiday, partying long and hard at the We Are Onie
Colour Festival, held on the Grand Parade, The vibrant extrivaganza is inspired
:mﬁungu-f:prir'? and sess partygoers throwing around fistfuls of vibrantly coloured powder, while house, techi,

by the traditional Hindu Holi festisal, which celebrates the

and more
FETUAE: D RAN D KL

walialia placa for cluizems i come
to be disse 1o God and nahire, to
find pave amd 4o build family and
commaiog ™ he =aid
“It 1 8 muchdoved gathering
plage fr commienities from sor
podiE arvas Before the Group
Areas ict, Iandowners of oll reces
Lived 0 its banks L&t us stop
destvoing our beaotinl world for
the sz of short-term profit. Let s
e of lows to safeguand our mad-
iral ad cuniral heritage."
Toay's ANNGUILCENETT Paves
the nar for the forum to contimns
its om project o pevitalise the
Iand, Diressing the Princess",
project aims to restor
Primes=s Vel after vearsof neglect
by athorities, with plass that
inchile setting up a Klwodzan Vil
[apeh tench people more about the
indiFnons cultirce, an ouidoor
. n ecofriendly park for
arel hiking tratis.

RCES: Police prevent PAC and EFF members from emtaring

-

PICTURE: PABALL O THERIRD

Insiilts, stones fly on Human i!ights Day

THABISO THAKALI
and SAMEER MAIK

A HIMLAN Rights Dey commemo-
ration of {he Sharpeville Masidere,
Lt whick B8 people were killed 54
wears age in one of the most shock-
ing fncidents i Soath Afriea’s
apartheid history was marred by
boaing, insultsand stone throwing
At evary furn there wers polkes
weitieles, water tmkers and eyen
barbed wire trailers, amd a8
Preaidant Jacak £irma lnid wreaths
gt the memorial. a group of  BAC
and EFF members gatherad out-
aide the venmys frying to disrupl
proceadings aml e (heir way
Zume, howewver, was neceived
with a mesoomding rosr by AN

-

supporters al he Georpe Thabe
Crioket Pliteh, whore he moedes a
campaign speech highlighting his
government’s achievements, and
sraker] hiis elaim for & sepond Srm
a5 president.

"Wo will oever forget thot our
oompatriobs waerss havatatly Kikhed
for demanding ol citizenshlp
We most cherigh the hard-won
equal oitizenship today” he
declared.

“Welivedn a country that ia bat-
ter than before. and that is because
of the stmaggle of the people of
Soufh Africa.”

He listed smong the geiern
ment’s achisvements . increased
aceesa o higher edecatton and
gocial pramts, o decline in HIV

infedlons, 420 66 jobs created
thegl  infrastocture  pro-
granmes and meres=ad numbers
of eilldren enrolling for Gracle B

Bt hie steenad clear of adoress-
kg the MNEandla hot potato, saying
natling about opposition calls for
him to ke impeached

He addressed the issue of cor-
ruption, Eying that “we Know that
oarr people are trouided Ty covbop-
on, and we want to see it ermd-
cpded im our coamiry”.

Eariber; D doepaty federal chale
mon Makashie Gana was boped
odT the stage when he addressed the
crosvel ad fhe i bn svent, pronpting
Arts and Calhure Mindster Paul

Ta paged
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LEMDHE VAN THLLA

CAPE Town iz 6 ticking (lmehamb,
with violent erime leading to a
“grotesguely abnormal” slioation
which will only get worse-if urgent
action is not taken, Amhhishop Ermer
itz Deamond Tutu has waroed,

In & hard-hittng essoy publishsd
in Weakend Arpes today, Tutnand his
daugheer, the Heverend bpho Taiu,
fhe sxecutive director of the Desmond
pnd Leah Tuin Legacy Foumdation,

lament the almost daily murder of
chibldren in Caps Towmn and call on
Capetomizns from all walks of Life to
wirk topether to stop the vinlanc
“Wheravel one Ls o the world, the
ayobidnile denth of a child is eongid-
wrad o disgrace; the rape of achild =
pomsidered an abominstion. Yet in
Cape ‘l'owm, & worid-class city voied by
Mew ork Times readers as among the
pop travel destinations on Earth, it's
impsaibds to tell bow many children
have besn heutally wiolated amddor
killed cwer any Eiven period bacazss
nntody appaars to kesp soch records,”
they say citing e death thiswesk of
alne-yapur-nld Lils Hisn e, whoowas
| rogesl, st nlkglit and ahondanesd next
#n o froswmy i dnnnars and the many

| Te page 2

R16.00 incl vat

LEO0 ADVICE FORt EVERY DAY PEOPLE

PERSONALFINANCE

Tutu’s unity plea to
halt Cape violence

SPEAKING OUT: Desmond Tutu

@ Full article by Desmond and
Mpho Tutu - Page 15

& Authorities fear aaplosion of
violenca Aﬂ.im.'
target
tomorrow’s Woekend Argus
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‘MALL PROMISES SOCIO-ECONOMIC BENEFITS’

Department defends plan for vlei

Staff Writer

THOSE raiaing comeerns sl
the proposal in huild & shop-
ping centre at Princess Viet
hive good intontions, bit they
mudt cnderstand the purpese
of planning -and sustidnable
dmralopment for-all

Sp =mavs Aziet Ganpgerdine
spokesman for the Western
Cape Department of Environ-
mentiEl Affairs and Develop-
mont Planming, in a etter (o
tha Capo Timeas,

Buf  the Princess  Yial
Forum, set up esrlier this
month i oppase the proposed
develomment, says residents
have not been ashed what
denmaloprvent fhey wonkd ke
on the lamd.

The MEC for Environmen-
tal Affeirs and Development
Plamnming, Anton Bredell, has
given the green lght for e
shopping compler to be buill
on the shores of the vlei

The development has
encountared stratgogpasition
from  enviroorental  lobdiy
groups and residents of e
naighbeuring  working-cluss
guburhbs, wha use the preen
area for picnics, haptlams and
recreation. I hos also been
stalled by the ety coumeil's
relusal o reganee 18- 1Endl

Cratypertline sald that every
propeEed  developrment, once
constructed, came with the
promiss of aotlo-ecorpomic
benatits that shouwld detines the
principles . of  sestainabie

el

v zaiel i had b argied
that there was no certain meas-
ure of the job opporfunities
and other bénefits fo (he sur-
IR oty

“Responses to the concerns
riicute thast the shopping cen-
fre- will oecupy onby sn est-
mixtedd 4 pervent of ‘the entire
Aol the Prinoess Vel park.

it (analEo nod lgnore
the promise that the infia-
strurcturs, onoe eomplete, will
Imjrove strve lliance, secarity
ani public Teilities on the site,
foencoiimge the sommumity b
inaka wse of the property
surrpundings"™

bﬂmnﬂaﬂi unmrtam:a, El1'.'|:|1|-u;g,l'|.

al:-iu—

KEEP IT GREEM: This graphic shows where the proposed: shopping complex a1 Princess Vief would be built. The devefopment has been

sy the viel should remain as itis, Picture: DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND

Mea L[ashhrooke, spolies-
woman for the Prinress ¥iel
Formwm, =ald Lhat- reskdents
were foeling. desperdte “in
k:r‘lhﬂﬁ'mufﬂlm

they were of "high conserva-  anotzh thisi needs e 20t et

tion-warthines=",

mel and at wo timo hpe TEY

-“h'E.

Princess Viei

o

ey surveyed fo estabiish what
Towrn of developmenl 5 neech™
Kelvin Cochrane, who has
Livet an the vlod fior more than
?gm nmmarhm;cl it
g past Uhiee years an olber
nakive eailled ~Dresa.
" which-aims
¥ I'P_"Iuhﬂimh the Sand Plain
Fynbos near the shoras of the
1.-']:-1.

i doubw-volume mall, &8
Lot park for cless on 60 cars,
plus & toxi rank, all of which
willl eooar S0 BT ek
:Imsrtn'iha vied, |5 amacespl
Al ta hﬁu]ﬂmhﬁaﬂ
t&hmﬁmsﬂi .

Tt is time to restors dignicy
i tha Princess nnd fo the pao-
pla who enjoy what ehe offers "

Cocheane satd & hicaal aced,
craft market and concerd ars
were belng planned [ the
el

He =aid he. had no doabt
thit these allernative plans

would revitalee the arsa in i Ine

way that would te impossible

if-a mall was bl
Phillp Bam, chalfman of
the Laodus  River Ditery

P‘D“H-“lilli ﬁﬂ'ﬂ .FHI'I:I'II'I o

See Page 8
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PEOPLE'S POST | CONSTANTIA | WYNBERG
Tuesday, 8 September 2015

Locals float
ideas for Vlel

ASTRID FEBRUARIE
i @FebAstrid

he release of a draft concept develop-

ment framework for the greater Prin-
cess Vlei area is an important victory for
the Princess Vlei Forum campaign. They
believe it shows that the City has listened
to the community.

However, many questions were raised
when residents had the opportunity to dis-
cuss it with the Forum again about two
weeks ago.

The City’s framework sets out the vision
for the development of the greater Princess
Vlei area into a natural recreation site.

Bridget Pitt, secretary of the Forum, ex-
plains that it includes the views of the local
community, which were gathered by the
Forum.

“This follows the successful campaign
waged under the umbrella of the Princess
Vlei Forum to prevent the building of a
shopping mall on the banks,” she says.

Pitt says the Forum has been motivated
by two important objectives. First, to en-
sure that Princess Vlei is developed and
protected as a site celebrating nature and
heritage for all to enjoy and second, to en-
sure that this transformation occurs with
meaningful community consultation.

Uniquely placed

Pitt explains the vlei is a complex site,
with a complex history.

“Its natural features, location and social
and cultural heritage come together to cre-
ate a space that is uniquely placed to bridge
many divides in our divided City.”

Pitt says the Forum’s vision for the vlei
is that it needs to be accessible to a range
of groups, and should offer spaces where
people can meet and offer activities which
build community and connection.

“Tt should reflect the cultural identity
and history of its users, be safe and contin-
ue to engage the community,” she says.

At the meeting residents, after viewing
the City’s draft framework, raised their
concerns, including that there was no
wheelchair access. They wanted the vlei to
be fully accessible to the public, including
for the blind and anyone with a disability.

Residents also shared the sentiment that
there needed to be adequate parking and
safe play equipment that was age-appropri-
ate. They would like to see a skateboard
park as well.

They further agreed that there needed to
be a craft centre where locals could show-
case and sell their work, as well as a memo-

of Prince George Drive to the vlei.

They further agreed that the City of Cape
Town should be responsible for all the expens-
es. But they said that with a cafeand a facility
where people could sell their artwork the
Princess Vlei could become self-sustainable
in future.

Pitt says the Forum will now put together
a document with all the concerns raised as
well as the suggestions the residents put for-
ward. They will pass this information on to
the City before a final draft document is put
together.

For more information email imagine@
princessvlei.org. .

Two lifeguards watch over Princess Vlei as residents walk by. PHOTO: ASTRID FEBRUARIE
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ry centre with information about the histo- .
ry of the vlei. Residents also put forward 27 21959 6767 = info@cput.ac.za -
the idea of a Khoisan museum and ongoing ‘ YEARS ' &® www.oputacza M @CPUT . : Cape PenlnSUIa
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FROM PIPE DREAM TO FAIRY-TALE ENDING

Princess Vlei: maul to a victory

Bridget Pitt

MARCH X was o historic day for Princess
Whed - the day the city finally declared that
It wondd mof el off thiz feonic public
space, This was mported in the Sabordsy
Argns on e morning of our planned Day
of Actbon and Celebradion, where depaty

moyor Tan Meilson would Inter confirm DR

this mnnouwnesmsnt

Wi could pot belp fealing, a5 we battled
a howling north wind while trying to sdt
up our stalls for the eveat, that the viei

141 1 b Fiahe-

affered us some plaeid, sparkling wate a
soft bresge and warm sunshine, instead of
white horses scudding 8 grev surface and
fapping bapners and geazebos being
whipped ot of our hands.

Bui ffen again, the winds of change are
incovitnbly tempestuons, and the Princess
bweyrs seeme to have 8 mind of her owm

Az the day proceaded. it bacame some
thing of a microcosm of the 1kvesr cam-
paign to =ave the viel Hupes passion, ore
ativity amd wiston, some politcsl
opportumizm, eome no-shows and  soime
unexpacied guesis, & marching band, somme
kids' karate, am sldariy resident Insisting
that a hups monster came out of the vlsl
when she wes a child, some chaos and
same perfect orchestration, some under-
sung heroes and sonne overbiown rleetoric,
and lote snd lotz of pecple jest guisly pet-
ting on with the event. .. i other wrords, all
the erretic, wayward but oltimately trans-
formetive forces that cccasionally come
iogetiver behind & common vigion of our
city and remind us that Cape Town 14
fyome to-all of ue.

Cape Tomm has a history of Rghting for
its natural and public spaces, but the
Princess Vel campalgn had two polnts
that distimmaished it Firat, the space has
heen comprianised by vears of ghiise am
neglect. Second, the diversity of those
who threw thiir weight bebind the cam-
pabon ik evtraordinary - street dwellers
and millionaires sohoslchildron and toto-
pemarians, environmentalisis and shop-
keepers, artisis and artisans, all politicat
parties, Rastufarians, Christions, Bud-
dhlish: Muslbns and Jews.., Tt is in these
Pk st thit Haie campaign has much to
beech s abowt citimenship, social change
and by gover nance,

Tke Mt siriking lisson e campaijm
illpstratedd woes the power of vision It hes
b i cAmpsign driven by imagination,
by the capacity of those to sea hevond the
Iitered shoreline, to resepnise the natural
Lide thit st breathes in the soil and the
witers: o necoghise the value of the
history ard e bremendous pobential of
the elte o bolld connections betwsan
nature and people,

The spask for the campakmm was Ut by
the wision of local resident Eelvin
Cochrane, who had transiormed washe
Eanils aroinad his home inio fmbos sancto:
arbes Cochrane recogiised the power of
Fymibas vestaration oonot only hrearhe Life
back into wrhan wostelands, bt to restors
dignity and secial cobesion to embattied
communities. Cochranes vision for
Princess Viel was compeiling, bt it would
hawve remained o pipe dranm had it not
atrock & choird [ fhi local eommunity

Many peopls: cared about Prineess Viei
ard remembered It positively But what
had o e ovaroome was 4 widespread
apthe a =mse of helplessness, nurimred
by eenturies of being marginalizsd. Peaple
mesdled not only o0 want o save the viel
but to believe that it was possible
Cichrane’s inifisl Botiom Bd Sanctsary
praject wasan importamt demonstration ol
whait could be done with sbow svstemeatie
intervention.

Thus the campalgn 0 save Princess
Viol began not in the conartroot or monke
ipal offices, but in the soil, beslde the
water, and it began not with placands hut
with planting Flanting was a moving
experionce for all who partheigated, partic
ularly for the many teshagord and chil
dren. They handlad the earth in a 1iteral
and tectile way and made a longtérm
investment — unusual experisnces in our
denatured wordd driven by the mantea of
immediate gratification. Pive yesrs om,
thase seediing: hase Mouriehed ko sioall
enclaves of fimboes. offering 2 glimpss of
what the wlel could become, just as the
vishon and passion for what the viel could
be hes flourishad [n the minds of hose
wha planted.

The campalgn grew, pesple ware
maobilized and ta thode chedif the oty coan-
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ALL'SWELL THAT ENDS WELL: The sun sets favourably cn Princess Viel, after a 10-year battle to get the area recogrised as a valuable space historicallyand for the well-being

of the public and the physical environment.

One man's vision...

and a 10-year
campaign that
snowballed, fortified by
incremental gains

and, ultimately, betrayal

cil Histenad and effectivoly declimed the
mall proposal by refusing to extend the
rezoning In 2011 “This was overvrmed by
& provimelal mivdater - enly for e cam-
paiim to roll ook agaln, baoth fortified by the
first victory and renderad mors militent
by the betrayal.

By now the viston had grown, and
lnnglnarion. wies driving the campelgm
Peapde were striving not fust tostop & mall,
bt to besstify, homour and enhancs both
the phyicsl spacs st Princess Vel snd the
Intangible site of memory and hariiags
that it represented. Expressed as the Pec-
ple's Plan, this vision became the basis o
an ongoing comversetbon and engegEmeanl,
a5 peopie ccoupded the spoce, used
wirlaly and creatihvaly and allowed them-
silves to dream of possibilities. Throtgh
this engagement, Princeas VWiei became a
metaptor for many things, & repasitory of
memady, history, culture, kolding out the
possibility of healing for some of the
sohisms that heve riven our soclety A
sgeh, it became & symbeal of hope,

Awaroness grew rapidly as people all
owiEr the warld boaeame faecinated by this
siTugste. Thousands shimed petiions and
sent messages of support. although the
numbers who sctoally came to Qe vhal at
any one time to plant, to pray or crfeate
were relatively small. Yot those few had an
Imipmet hugaly disproporionate to theds
mimmbers. As I they'd been entrusted by
others fobe the gunrdions of an lmportant
impulses within our cify af the deios

T e i Tk PR

townids a kinder soclety that is more
emvironmestally and socially sustrinahle;
that those whaoean®™ afford (el owm g
dens have a particnkrly pressing moed for
access to free naturl and bematiiul spaces;

THETWE 31T ey s cOmmon Sreies o Wl

_..m_E gur common citizenship

= experionas af this campaizn testi-
:__.5 o the power of thess shared public
Apaces A5 markers of our commian identity
a5 gitizens, | demonsirates the power of
YiEa In lgniting pussion, but alse the
importance of this vision being shared,
baing negotisted and heing collectively
ambraced. Those for the mall had 6 vision
too, buf it was nof & wigion that resonaied
with commubities. And it fells s that
sociel chengs = not only effected by
denranstrations or powerful people; itéan
be brought aboul by people loaldng out
thair window, seeing something hl meecds
improving, and getting on & doing i,

Far o leaders, 15 a lessom 10 the need
o listen and to pay aftention. The oify
spea s e langmape of " public participa:
tlon™, but often this s tokenism and b
brerstammplng. The palltickns pet nervais
aboant people baaing bow mueh se becadsa
ther will be'gubck to podnt ool hypoorisy
And oppartIisn. Ciy ofMcials got fiery-
ous becanss peojile Gan e densibiding amd
complicated and not enderstand the rules.

But lively civie participstion 18 Cape
Town's only defence against the sodle of
soolal and environmental challsmges fac-
g e 0r 15 Al fod easy fof those in powear
o sacrifice long-berm social Interssts for
shori-term politicnl gamn, as wo have seen
with the Sea Point waterfront, with the
Phillopl  Hoctieulivrsl  Areas, | with
Prineess Vied, it i the vigilsoes of the cit-
Igems thial has drawh attention to the risk
posed] B0 [hese arens by short-=ighted expe
disnce and greed,

Tha ity has changsd ite slogan fiom
“This City sworkes for wod" to “Making
proghess possible, Together™. This is a
meaningless slogan if the city does not
Ongd wigys of working transperently and
accounimbly with all conmmuonitiss: To
make it meaningfol, the leadership neads

o mest people halfwey, sopport thoss
working for the long-term good of Die eity
and put patitical expedience aside They
m_un_nh.._..mﬁmn._upm enoiigh i ehange conrss

upazal have come ap with isnot
ﬂ?xﬁmﬁm.w_ L They m“_ﬁué_ﬁ_ .pﬂ B
patronizing ot m_._._l...—.__.rh_..EF bt willinks Lo
dizcugs diffieull choices and complex
problsms openly and frusl In the wisdom
of collective solutions.

For moch of the last wear, we have fialt
that o ame was Hsteh g - s wiors denied
meeetings with anyone in the city, including
oocmeillars, yot Meilson has told us that the
decisian 4o stop the mall was made 5 year
agt. For stme reason it was fielt that speak:
Ing to ws would compromise their diseus
slomswith the developer and yat thedr con-
versations with the developer were
ongEing. Surdly some way needs fo be
fimunel toemahle bedter channels ol Gammu
nication berween the citv and the ol tzens?

And a final lasson to be earnt by gl of
i in perticular our politicsl lsaders, 15
abol value: Comimenclal vahie 15 highly
prized in oar seciety Ofen it s punted as
being of henedit toall. beennee it will bring
jobs gnd wealth that will supposadls
“trickle dovwn" o the poor Buot as the divi
siong betwesn wealthy and poor geow
steaiilly; aml as the imickle to the poor dries
toa drip or nothing, while the Qosd o the
waalthy ecpands, this srgomend 1 losing
it5 CLTENCT.

A Prircess Vel left amralled, caved for
regtored end made accessibbe in approbri
Ate WEVE 1o The communiiy bas f vale th
far excesds ihe cormmercial pofit gener
ated by & shopping eontre. o value that ben
afits- and will cantinue to honafit thoo-
eands. The beneliiz of sovinl cohesion,
menial healthyand environmental sustain:
abiltty are karder toquan iy in monetry
parma, bl they are critical fo the well:
bedng ol a gity And the more the 2ocil and
enviranmetital health of a city 15 compro-
miised, the nsene I will eost 1us now and in
the futures, It 15 perhaps 4 testameat i good
beaderohip 1 this valie has now been
ey |seall, bait it should pever hove been
i queation.

- e -

Picture; BRIDGET PITT .

A considernble investment has been
muds by tho schocichildren and othera
whin havve planted st Princess Ve, by thoze
who heve donated long hours of labour
ard rezources, by thoss who heve fuonded
Iogal oodn=el. and el Thes it __1. imvisiment
meantosed by e ity iS e Investment
made by the developer Hed the mall gone
ahead, the cormmuntty imsssment wonld
not have been recompinsed, vet Neailson
hie= made it clear thid the developer wAili ba
compensated from the public puarse

S0 a lesson for our eaders 1s to rooog-
nise the value of public spoees, the vahae
of natural resoarces and the mpssive and
eritical value of active tessionate and
vizioaary citizenship.

The decision by Bae ity not to'go ahesd
with the Goeelopmenr may be palitieal
expedicnce Gr it may be thot the city has
iriclisadd listemped — and has accorded valee to
theso intangites Or perhaps, as with all
fuiman endesvonr, it is & bit of boih. But
e if i iz political expedience. it is our
denoeratic voice that has made it expadi
ent for them tolisten and el b Eself isa
reasom to celebrate. Meilson hos expressed
the ity 'z mrillingneas o woerk with commise:
mities on the trensformation of Princess
Wiz, This is an excellent opportundty for
the city to forge wave of working with
cifizens, without tokenlsm and expesds
anca, and we look forward to belng part of
that enEagement.

e would like to pay tribute to those
civic leaders (and we know there are
manyywho were abways in gar corpes, aid
to the thousands who ralllsd In differen|
WOFS Lo olT Sanise,

Let's savomr this victory and wse it asa
platform to fransform not only Princess
Wiei, it gl=a oor city wherever || s
meaded,

® Pitt is the suthor of Chebvoien Wing
and The Uriseen Leopard. She hes writhen
a hook for the Ssuth Afckean Mationn] Bio-
diversity Instirote omwrban sature conser:
vation and works with [nitiatives to build
communities throweh Ratkre sHnsera.
tion. This artiele was wrlites on hehall of
the Princess Vel Forum.
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- Mrs Mugabe's
effect on

AU numbers
at summit
in Brussels

r#.,.wﬁlw. rh.ﬂ_& ﬂ

Peter Fabriclus
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JUST 5 the official themes of AT
sumimits are itvarisinly overshadowed by
the confiics - or chndicts — de jous, sothe
agenilas of AfriGeEL summits are now
abwons upstaged by comtrosersy over the
invittion st

And Zimbabwean President Robert
Mugabw i= mostly at the centreof the pow:
Thie second summit between the two
cantinents in Lisbon wis postponed for
o yeers hecaniae he was andar EU
trnepl sanctions bot Afican eaders
refiized to sthend if e wasn't there.

Evantitally the EU waived ita ban ard
g e Lisban sumimit went ahead in 2007
Instesd of 3004, The thimd sommit, in 20040,
wis held in Tripoli so the Mogabe {2aue
dlirln't arise,

But it has reared its uEly haad agsin
bwebiore i fouirth summit which &t e
bl In Brissels on Wednesday and
Thirsday Mugabe 1556l under o EU
trzree] ban, and so the B didn't want i
tontterud, But after the AL ohiected, the
EL ralented and he was invibed. Bul lis
wiflie Grace wies dendiad & viaa & she with
bt tasthend, remains the kst
Zimbebwean under travel sanctions. The
EL clicln't fised it ool bersd s ruiles jus
fior a1 sponse, Sonow Bobert Mugabe has
patlied oot of the sumanit amd s
grverniment hias ealled onvall Alricin
leaders todo the same,

Yet gther Afirican poverniments shoukd
b carafisl o bobe plani it S i
seemne Zimbabwe b been trving to
present & wider ssue as thoogh i i all
ahout the Mumahes,

Last week: the AU amiassndors in
Addis Ababa recommendead 1o el
keaders ihat e sl e postpossed
while thes sonsidered the implications of
the restrictions which the B was placing
on wileh Afrbcin might atbend.

The EL apparentiy ingistod that it
coubd ouly mvile states mecognised by the
T arud ehe KL Slanifeanily e
ambassadors” meeting was chaimed by
Zanbabwe's ambasssdor fo tha AL

Il s wwach mors alboaat the Sahrand
Arah Democratic Republic - which the AL
recogmises e 8 sfate bal which e B and
LIt megrard &g part of Boroosn - thin
byt Grgoe Mugabe The E1T has instramd
imwried Morocoo which s ne & mamber of
the AL Wi vealloed aut o the 190
wher what was theg fis O recogmised
Sahrawi Bat that 1= o longer an issie for
the E-Africa summit,

‘The ELF has alse invited Bgrptwhich
heng hes susperided from the ALT becnise
of thennconstinafional misting of
Mlohanped Mural st vear Brissels has
not imvited Sudanese President Omar al-
Bashir becatss ke 15 a fogttise i (o
Inferatioeial Criminal Court,

Like many other African greernuments.
Sonith Africa i3 irritated by the EIT
prescribing which African leaders ahold
atterd the summit, Suck prescriptions
conirclict & resolation oy the Al leaders
inJanuary that the African pastlélpants
insuch inter-regional summiits should sot
Terdletarmined by the other slde

Hiwever the ambassadors’
recumnmensdation was not realiy shout
Grirne Mugnbe: Significantiy howeesr, the
smbisssdors’ mesting was chatred by
Zimbabwe’s ambessador to the AL anil his
griermnent is now milking e
resommmandation o alll its worth biy
calling for ageneral boyeott

Pretoria, atlesst. does not sasm
Irriat] enoagh by all of this o boyeat
the moeting and =0 it secms Presidesd
Jurcah Tums remadne et to g

The EUT beliswes most other Aflcan
beaders will feel the sams.

However the iaswe has ondonbitedly
introduced an element af dogekt info
procesding: and o Brussei will probably
e S0 woadt ratlee aelansly wti
Wednesday to see whivaciually pitehas up

Tt wondd be sad 3 & Mugsbe -
espacially a Mrs Mugabe - were to sgol]
the party again, 1t's high e Afrea
boypasssed thean and moved an,

: n_._o_nmm on _um__oﬂ are 80 :o:‘_c_m <o.8 as ; you have a gun to <o:_, head

AT MY book lanmeh the other ajght in Cape
TommL a gentlermarn in the Pront row asked
a fascinating question. Lets call him John,

As g ofteny the case with live public dis-
cussions, John cutl through my soliloguy
on liberalism, “Eosebivs, Tam a liberal 1
don't think this T §s el Which party
should Tvoke for if Tam a libernl and doxnot
wanl fo vobe AT

Isn't that & delicious question? T was
ﬁmsmrnta.mﬁizrﬁmnéﬁﬂnﬁbgﬁng
Thuli Madonseln, I settled for s gut
rasponse Mol requlres furthor thought
“There s ho party. in South Africa for toee
libhesrals ™

If | am right, what must this voter do?
Abstain from vobing® Speil his ballot? No
party, after all, reflects his political idacl-
ogx Jobn Is potitically bommaless,

John reminded me of o debato 1 hed

B alternatives to the AMC,

aboit abstentions with a Tlend the wesk
heafoare. Call him Abdial. He, too, was think-
e of alhataiming. To the hestens sconarin
he was thinking of voting but spolling his
ballot, Ha st o liberal. He s tesditbonal
ANC woder, but thinks this lesdershin doos
nok deserye i vabs, yvel the other parties
dionot pefleat Lis own Marxist approach,
Abdul, ton, 1= politically bomeless. O
perhaps his simation 15 more disappoin:-
ng: he's not 0 much honieless as disilliy-
sioned with s homes state, bt kEn't pre-
pared bovole for any of the parties that e

Hehad thought thls theough: < want io
ko that when Teobe fior party X, Tam pes-
itively endorsing whai it stands for, aned
what it wants o promede n Parliament in
terms of policy | refizes o wole tactbeally
Yot the party Hdentify with, the ARC, does.
't deseryve my vabe, ot in iS5 current state.
If only we had a ‘fmone of the dhove'
option,” he concloded.

Should fobm amd Abdual sbstaln from
voting? Shoubd thee wote bt spodl (hedr bad-
bt dhould they bobby the povarnment o
inclodde s “none af the above™ optlon o 11
hallot for Doeee alactions? T think the
answer 8 no" o thiss three questions,

The advantage of abstaining, or spoil-
ing your haliot, s that IE most ageurataly
reflests vour dsafection with the availabl
pokitical clioices, S0 i you place @ very

nlgh premium on political preferences
siclctly tthcklng sour deepest fealings
ahout the current poties, then ebstaining,
or spoiling a ballof, meakas senee,

I comcede the coherence of the aren-
o, bt 8 coherent argument isn't neces-
sarily acompeliing arpument.

Hisre's He pealibzn. Ths brital constte-
tpnand trakhis that g government will be b
place after Moy 7 with Jegal power 1o ennit
Iews and policies, and John and Abdul wili
b forced b0 oomply with those policles,
suthas the etolling system, whether they
ke 5L o e,

You do not escepe legal lebhility just
hecanse you abstained o apoilt youes ballot.
The idints — from John's and Abdal's pers
spective—who get into Parliament anid inio
the Cahinst will have the legal right w
atfect your Lifa, "That iz thedr joix

Gioven this very elementary trith aboat
government, i¢ 5 best 10 abandon your
desiie (o deve your feelings about Fhe o
rible cloloos nn the ballot axpiressed intha
form of an abstention or a spoilt ballot
Beczuse whether the wotor tornott is
Bl percent ot B pereent, a govertument will
Be formed that will have laghl povwer even
If 1ts lacks absolwbe political or moral cred-
iy

So k1= 8 hallow victory for the disilln-
sioned crowd (o be sble b say, “The voter
g ks boow® Yo fe peer bt no polit-
lcal amhoriey™

There won't be a revun of the election.
That will £all on deaf political orrs,

The samie eonrsmpienoes fflow if yon
bizd the chotes of Indicating "o of the
ahewe™, Thers will =t be 400 3Ps with
LEwsmaking poasess,

Bure, we wonld at least eonfirm whiil
disaffected voters think (and In that
megard; by the way, spolling your Waliol 15
more teeful than not voling) bt this will
not giop & povernrnenl from baing formed.
Only researchers will be chidffiod, playing
with the new data.

It seems to me-that it s mest ensible,
iheretore, fior Jolid and Abdol o ask fem-
salves o differdnd §westion: "IF 8 gun s pat
apamst my head arsd T muist choose one of
the parties on the ballol pper, who wouald
1 give lagal power t0?" Vobe for that party

Abhstaining or apaillng wour kalist won't
stogr the buggers from whelidbivg huage powor
aval vou in terms of health, sducation, oo
norie and oliver palicies Yoo may a3 well
decide whn e govern e parby shodld be
aven if its premised on choosing the least
tad option.
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ports are Pain
Free Once More
e <V name is Jono
s and Yamrgil ears
old. I would like to
. share my Lifetones

| story ;]’Ith you. 1

. have always been a

| very active person. |
_ i play league squash,
mountain bike every weekend and

addle too %mth the'Dusi being a

ghlight of my sporting calendar. I was
fristrated to discover, as I got older, that
pain in my knees forced mé to slow
down my active lifestyle. I stopped my _
squash a t0%$t]1er as the jarring effect of
my knees whilst playing was becoming
too painful. I also found myself waking
up in the mornings feeling stiffness in
my joints. Althotugh I amra positive
person, I was beginning to have visions
of having to cut back on all my sports
activities and feared advanced age issues
setting in. Then | met Vincent Tones,
the developer of Llf‘?mﬂ@s; and heard
about the benefits of taking this product.
ImuallF 1 thought on[l%r people with
muscular ailments, arthritis or gout took
the product, but after reading up on the
pro¢ uct and seeing the wonderful
estimomnials on the website, I decided to

ive it a fry. I can honestly say that

ifetones is a product that I would
recommend to my friends and fellow
g{pﬁ;‘tsmcn. I can certainly feel the

ifference when I wake up in the
morning: with no more stiffness in my
Joints, 1t’s lekker to Fcl up! I am back to

laying s&:[uash regularly with no painful

nées and actively enjoying all my other
sports. Old age will have to wait, thanks
to Lifetones.’

Ballville
Byl
U0
021 4382088
021 8500317
S D2TIABZIZ6
021 6741044

021 6744380

Pinslands

Rendebosch

Western Cape Religious Leaders’ Forum members and Khoisan and
Amathembu Xhosa leaders, as well as people opposing the
proposed building of a shopping mall at the Princess Vlei

held a ceremony at the vlei on Sunday September 21, as part of
their ongoing campaign to prevent the development.

The event included speeches in which the leaders encouraged
communities to strengthen the anti-mall campaign and urged the
authorities not to allow the mall to be built.

And as part of the ceremony, participants laid a mount of stones,
over which water was poured and flower petals strewn, and prayers
recited in a symbolic protection of the vlei. Hyde Park Primary
School’s brass band added to the atmosphere with vibrant music.

M Religious and community leaders at the ceremony at the Princess Vlei
include, from left, Reverend Andrew Williams and Bishop Geoff Davies, Chief
Xhanti Sigcawu of the Xhosa Kingdom, Chief Mandla Ngonyama of the
Abathembu Tribe, Chief IKora Hennie van Wyk, Khoi Chief John Jansen,
Philip Bam, Sister Pratiba Daya, Reverend Rachel Mash and royal Khoi guard
Arthur Koeberg.

B Also at the
event, from left, are
Godfrey
Cleinwerck, Lotus
High teacher
Bennie Pietersen,
Desireé Pietersen
and André Curtis,

PICTURES: RAPHAEL WOLF

=L T

M Sheikh Ridwaan Galant of the Muslim Judicial |

Council speaks against the construction of a {

shopping mall at the Princess Vlei.

{

@ Western Cape
religious leaders
Forum Director
Elizabeth Petersen
pours water on stones
which participant

sl To
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The Princess Vlei lagoon has heen saved from the construction of a
shopping mall. The group that fought against it wants the city to make the

cancellation of plans formal

PICTURES: ROSS JANSEN : "

Says Princess

- Will carry a focus on
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AnélLewis
METRO WRITER

- FOR THE Princess Vlei Forum, who fought
for more than 15 years against the proposed
mall development, the City of Cape Town’s
actions must speak louder than words.

The forum has called on the council to
pass aformal resolution at its next meeting at
the end of this month to ensure that all plans
for a commercial development have been
cancelled and that the land will once again be
zoned as a public open space.

In astatement, Bridget Pitt of the Princess
Vlei Forum said: “We need more than verbal
assurances. In 2011, it seemed as if the issue
was won, but victory was snatched away from
us when Local Government MEC Anton Bre-
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Vlel Forum

dell overturned a decision by council on the
rezoning,”

Deputy mayor Ian Neilson announced last
week that the controversial mall develop-
ment would not go ahead and that the city
would cancel the sale of a portion of the eco-
logically sensitive land for this purpose.

Neilson said then that the city had been in
discussions with the developer about alterna-
tives,

“We have come to the conclusion that,
notwithstanding the zoning that has been
achieved for the development, the only work-
able option would be for the city to cancel the
proposed sale of the land to the developer and
compensate him for the costs that he has
incurred on the project.”

The amount of compensation payable has

not been finalised yet.

In response to the forum’s appeal, Neilsor
said they needed to formally complete the set
tlement with the developer before bringing
resolution to the council.

In the meantime the city would wait for the
current zoning and subdivision approvals tc
lapse before moving ahead. The subdivisior
of the property, which would have enabled the
shopping mall to be constructed, had no
been implemented. This approval lapses ir
October, and the council would allow it to fal
away,

Neilson said: “This is the simplest route tc
follow and has no cost (implications).” He saic
the current zoning would lapse in Marck

2017.
anellewis@inlco.zz

“
Relief that mall won't be replacing oasis

last week.

SOME go to Princess Vlei to
braai with friends. Others
might use it for fishing or
even to restore their faith
in their religion.

But they're all
delighted that the
natural oasis in the
urban sprawl of
Cape Town will not
be developed.

The Cape Argus
visited the area on Sunday
to speak to some of its
recreational users after the
city cancelled the proposed
shopping mall development

Henry Sirbon, 52,
pictured left, of Grassy

Park, sees the vlei as his

livelihood. He is
unemployed and
fishes there for fish
\| that he sells.

/  “I'm very happy
that they are not
going to build the
mall here anymore. I'm
not working - I get the fish
here and sell them to the
local people at a price they
can afford. They keep on
building malls in the poor

areas; we haven't got the
money to spend at malls.”

Looking over at the litter
caught against the reeds, a

single toilet block and
a degraded
playground, Sirbon
said he hoped the
vlei area would be
developed to show
it off: "We need

walkways, and more <l

trees and flowers.We need
to make this environment
look alive.”

Marel Williams-Spencer,
55, pictured right, was

enjoying a braai at the vlei
on Sunday. An accountant
from Grassy Park, she said
beautifying the area would
uplift the visitors: ”l
_would like to see some
jetties so that we can
stand and look out

.| at the water. There

/ should also be better
parking for visitors.
The area is also dirty. |

don’t like to see the earth

this way because it is part
of my history. It belongs to
the Khoisan.”

WARREN FORTUNE
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ZILLE AT EAST CAPE RALLIES

ANC must
not ‘use
voters’ as

fodder

Babalo Ndenze

DA LEADER Helen Zille has

warned the ANC against using

the people of the Eastern Cape
as voting fodder.

She appealed to voters who
were “disillusioned by the
ANC” to give the DA a chance
at the polls next year.

The Western Cape premier
was speaking from Cradock
yvesterday after one of her
party’s three rallies held in the
province, considered to be an
ANC stronghold.

Other rallies were held in
Ngeleni village and Stutter-
heim where the party’s leader-
ship, including former ANC
leader and Eastern Cape pre-
mier Nosimo Balindlela, met
residents and canvassed voters.

Addressing a rally in Cra-
dock, Zille said that up to now,
the “ANC have treated the
province as its natural elec-
toral heartland”.

“Give the DA a chance next
year by lending us your vote,”
she said.

In her bid to woo voters, the
DA leader invoked a statement
previously made by Minister
in the Presidency responsible
for the National Planning
Commission Trevor Manuel.

She said Manuel's utter-
ance was “very important” in
relation to the ANC’s attitude
towards Eastern Cape voters.

In a reaction to a DA state-
ment in 2011 that it stood a
chance of winning the Nelson

. Mandela Metro, Manuel at the
time had said “are they mad,
they’ll never get close in Nel-

oy ATawmdanales REdacs 229 ANTIY

“The ANC liberated this
country, why would we use
people as voting fodder?” he
asked.

“For the DA it's about pri-
vilege and preserving that
white privilege. Ours is a his-
toric task and mandate. They
are entertaining an illusion.
The ANC will win the Eastern
Cape resoundingly.”

Zille said Balindlela was
“doing a fantastic” job.

Speaking in Ngeleni in the
OR Tambo distriet, Zille said
the Eastern Cape was proof of
a political realignment in the
country.

“Everyone knows that
something profound is taking
place in the Eastern Cape.
This province is showing the
depth and breadth of the polit-
ical realignment that is unfold-
ing in South Africa day by
day,” she said.

“While the ANC is losing
its grip on the Eastern Cape,
the DA is drawing people from
different political parties and
every walk of life. The DA isa
party for all.”

She told the DA’s rank and
file that they should not under-
estimate the importance of
former ANC leaders and other
black activists switching poli-
tical allegiance in favour of
the official opposition.

“This year, King Dalindye-
bo joined our cause. Who
would have imagined these
developments even five years
ago?” asked Zille.

She reminded supporters
that in a by-election result in

Ward 8in Matatiele last year;

11l . T oAU R oy
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Four ANC councillors
named as candidates
for elections next year

Zara Nicholson
Metro Writer

AT LEAST four ANC council-
lors have been named by
branches as candidates in the
general elections next year.

The party bars councillors
from standing as provincial
and national candidates.

However, the ANC said that
councillors could be nomi-
nated by branches and for-
mally selected as candidates in
“exceptional” circumstances
if the party saw more value in
deploying a councillor to
provincial or national level.

An ANC councillor in the
Drakenstein Local Municipal-
ity, Sharon Davids, is on one of
the lists. 3

Davids was not aware of
the nomination, but said it did
not mean she would remain a
candidate.

“I will just wait for the ANC
process to take its course,” she
said.

“Branches can nominate
you, but it is up to the leader-
ship and the list conference
process to decide whether you
stand.

“It is always about what the
party wants. I am not going to
comment on what I want. I will
go wherever the ANC sends
me and if they want to deploy
me elsewhere I will go.”

City councillor Jabu Mfusi
is on the provincial candidates
list.

Mfusi said: “If the branches
and leadership choose me for
provincial deployment, then I
will go. I don’t have a problem
with it. T will go where the
movement wants me to go.

“The ANC has many cadres
and it is up to the internal
structures to decide. 1 will
abide by the democratic
process.”

Cape Town councillors
Rhoda Bazier and Belinda
Landingwe have also been
named as candidates.

It is believed there is some
unhappiness that councillors
should not be included on
provincial or national lists.

The selection process
among political parties is
gaining momentum before the
fifth elections in democratic
South Africa.

zara.nicholson(@inl.co.za

Vavi was ‘not reason’ for
call for special congress

DURBAN: Cosatu’s embattled
general secretary Zwelinzima
Vavi was not one of the rea-
sons given by member unions
calling for a special congress,
the federation’s president said
in Durban yesterday.

Congress of SA Trade
Unions president S’dumo
Dlamini said there had been
eight or nine reasons that
unions had given, behind their
calls for a special congress.

“I can say to you without a
doubt, that... there is no affili-
ate that has stated the reason
for the congress to be about
the general secretary of
Cosatu’ v IOy el

‘He said Cosatu had not
budgeted for a special con-
oreeq I8} etittth o]

The federation’s central
executive committee has
asked Dlamini to report on
the feasibility of convening
the special congress.

Dlamini, who was attend-
ing an SA Communist Party
rally on the outskirts of Dur-
ban in Folweni, said: “The con-
stitution of Cosatu gives pow-
ers to the president to apply
his mind on these matters. I
will apply my mind.”

While he told journalists
that Vavi had never featured
as a reason for affiliates to call
for the special congress, he
told the rally he had warned
“comrades™ “to! “avoid (idigv
cussing matters by proxy”.”

/+He said they shouldi mot.

b A vhin o Fae 41 a Aadefedad o
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FOUMNMBEDR IN 1875

A Princess
for all

latest twist in the saga of the ;
developrment of & §090m* ehopping 1]
parking baye and o taxi rank on the banks of
Princess Vel near Grassy Park indicates that there
Ehmhmmmmm-ﬁuhﬁamlhi
The Princess Viel Forum has laid o complaint of
frand agairst individuals involved in the development

of the individial who npplied for a five vear extansior
af the validity of the rezoming perlod: the secemd
relates to an alleged conflict of mberesi bitwoen the
compilers, alleging I COMPATTY i
pﬁmwm
legal proceas will play itself’ out in the courts,

ummmmqumm-
seems to be firmly against the developers, who first
. the mall back n 1998, 15 long years aga,

To many Capetontans, this mey seem Hke o minor
skirmish over a relatively dograded piece of fand. But
the history, snd cultsral, emotional and ecological sig-
nificarce af the vief is anything it miner According
to Khod and early slive orml history, the viel was namead
after a Khotsan princess who was abducted and killed
by Portuguese sallors 513 yoars ago, and il was her
tears that are sakd (o have created Princess Vel

Under apartheid, and the Group Areas Act, the
princess's desoendants were foreibly removed to the

for the Princess bo be restored as a place for all, and not
a place for a el
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CITY, RESIDENTS OPPOSE PLAN

Princess Vlei
mall gets nod
from province

Peter Luhanga

West Cape News

THE province has given the
clearance needed for a & DO
shopping complez to be bkt
o the shores-of Prinness Vied,
ane all that appears fo be pre-
verting the development is the
City's unwillingness o pewone
tha land.

The developmient hog wmed
With strong oppesition from
environmental lobly groups
and residents of the n=igh-
bouring working-ciass suburhs
Who tse the green area for pic-
nics, baptisms and recreation,

The development of the
land, which is of historieal
sigmificance o the Khaizan
mnd in the Cape Flalk Fmbos
biome - one of the most criti-
cally’ endangared fymbos bio-
mes - fi@s been in the offing
since Inskght Property Devel-
ogers initially fried to buy it
froim the dlty in 1968

Fourtesn vears Igter the
Department of Ervirenmen-
tal Affairs and Development
Planning is “doing croes-
checks and b gen i
what the developer is doing is
within the term 5 of the Envi-
ronmental Menagement
Pian™, avcording LI
Environmental Affairs and

FPlanning MEC
Anton Bredell's spokespersom

"After checks anil balances,
the developer is Moo to start
his  developmenl,”  said
Gingerding, who added that
the process would fake ahoot
thres months,

But Biere has boen resise

‘We should not be
building on open
spaces in high
density areas’ -

PN Ty v Loy

amce Trof the orty's side,

Chajrman of the city's Spa-
tial Planning Enyironment
and Land Use Manragemeont
Committes, Chrisio Eannan-
berg, said the city had tn fact
mede & recommendation (hat
the rexoning application pat
through by the
should not be spproved.

However, he said  the
provinclal government sent
the epplication back io the city
inorder for conditions to be
propoded for = approval. He
eaif the conditions wess sat
anl the matter was ssnt back
to {he provines three wesks
A,

Ronnenbery suid the com-
Eittoe tarned dowd the appli-
cation because ity officials
tealing with the jssee rame
ot with negetive comments
regarding the rezoning,
Gangerdite condfirmed that his
departinent had received the
oIty eonditions of spproval
and wtﬁ checking to san if
what develiper planned
was in line with their Enviren-
mental Mansgernent Plan, IF
people wore not happy with
Bredoll's Becord of Decision
they could apply. to the Wazt.
ern Cape High Conrt to hakf
the development

Litigation may be the route

——

taken by the Cape Fiats Wi
Iamd- Porum, with chalrman
Eelvin Cochrase epying they
will fight the approval of tha
shopping centre “with all
medan;”,

“We defintiely fesal that (he
vied needs to be robabilitaned,
we don’t want the mall” said
Cochrane. It was "nnwise™ to
rezone the land to boild & shop-
ping centre, sid Philip Bam,
the: deputy chairman of the
Greatgr Cape Town  Civio
AlH:nm."ll{t}mPrhimﬂd}
has very importamd cultoral
heritage value for the Khoiasn
People. You ein't do apything
ot thit land witthout
gure that the culture of (he
first nation 1= rospocted,” said
Bam,

An scologist working for
the 5A National Biodiversity
Instituie, George Davis, smid a
big baildisg on the shores of
”’JPPﬂﬂ&ﬁWiwiﬂ!m
negetively on the eco-system
a5 contaminated run-off water
would b penerated which
vold flow fndo the viad

Davis zaid “The TR
RpECed e important for e
tal well-being. We should not
be bullding on open spaes
aspeclally in high density
areas, without very special
consideration,”

To preserve Pritcess Viel
Ui institube together with the
Cape Flats Wetland Forum,
implomented & programme
four vears age where & lot of
Indigenous  plants  * were
planted. He said the question
shionld be abat what coald be
done o restore the acological
Svitemmn




| ‘and we have plan

——

_ unrexd said this meant
ouiantiom of Minewnriers and
wamstruction Undon wis nat a recog-
filsed umion st Letumin's i
nuine amd had been sxchuded from
waie talks, ensuring the National

| ﬁeek-long

o oIS were clear for
all to hear” Muzibuko sadd.

“This edhes p number of comesrn.
ing comments be has made on our
constitution, ischeding that “[The
AMC 5] mwore mportant than the
enmstitution... [the constibation is
anlythere | to regulate matter:

7 /. 09/t
préte?st'?*

to be held at viei

Faolias Townuya

STAFF REIORTER
THE PRINCESS Vi forum is stug-
ing daily proteste this week arsinst
torostabbish o eommrercial
et om hebanks of the des.

The planned protest will see 1esi-
dhemits; mnmnmag leadiecs and all

i R i
gatewith posters and il
intessretiong in the sros,

“Wie will be standing dhirig peak
b in the morning and aftermoon
it a week hedre
He Dy = bt just e the riost
genss,” foram member Mez Lagh-
btk snid,

EBridget Pitt, & member of the

"Ther Lanick o611l noeds ta be sold,
because it needs o be rezoped, bul
Emﬁlrmmh]ﬂﬁ?md
Development Planning Anton’ Bre-
aell said the development will go

Pitt is confident the “starling”

protest would draw o log of suppost.

The igrers ave to stagy: Ui
PICRELS in the Princess Viei car park
and at the M55 Intersections with
Fifth Avenoe and with Victoria R
At 0,308 b 8. 40am and at 4 50pm
o .30pm from today until the sod of
this week.

Last month, Caps Town mayor
Patricin de Lille was chal o
publicly state her stance on w r

au.hqnpir&m&]] shubd be budlt on the
banks of the vied.

It aletter to De Lillo, Philip Bam,
deputy chairman of the Grester Cape
Town Civie Aliance, referred to a
mioetig an July 26 at which the mnayor
sk asked For ehacity on Princess Vsl

At ihe dme, D Lol i
Solly Malatsi, snid the matter had
heen referred to Bredell for finalis-
ti;r;. Tiredell pmd earlier this year
upheld an ap by devela to
mmmmmm P“ld
mitindly tried to by the land in 1098,

The ity has opposed rezoning,

Folisa tswanyaain coxa
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Vlei view

WHAT a refrashing statement by the
a puabil e open space
She g

i ge i i
presant and fitture
Capetonbans. T hope that we will be able
1o et an exampb for cronting combined
spaces In the future by pressrving those
thnt we bave in the here pnd now"™

The Privwess Vni Foriim,
representing a wide rnge of
cEnmunity srganksations and
‘et in Cape Towh expresses
the wish that Princess Vit be preserved
s a cultarnl and recrestional open
spanefor all the peoplaof Cage Town,
Every day you will find peogle on the
banks of the viel enjoying the nature
and the lovely water viee

IF sroou icses e ik sansed, the
people who cannot go to other places to
emjoy fhe romantic smmsat-will ho seen

*at the viei. On Saturdsy ind Sumday

mornings people are baptised in the
vidl ;

ciloons of Capa Toms

of Capa Town enjoy themselves
s the Sea Print Paviion. Wiy take it
awey from the pecple? The land belongs.
o the city and the city doss ncd have to
S0l it s Togethar we can make
it & space of which the city can be truly

Hirwr woe ko be heear o fhis nest
council meeting that the mayar
that the council accept the
the paople of this part of the

city and advises the counctl to keep the

vled g o open publlc space for the
enjnyment of the people
Philip M Bam

Chairman: Logra Civic
Grassy Park

Obscene inequality

\SATL Western Cape salutes the
~areon arike fora

-1

We'll:
[SHARED

Tearnt to ik
Wa shars
overthe vaa

with ber, she
b go oot
: Thope T
journoegac

We'll mis



Yy

R T T Cape Arans I

WECNESDSY MAY 23 2017

Choice: a fine balance'
of toromurtr

L'-ﬁ'lﬁé;;ﬁuéﬂ R



] Muslim Views .

October 2013

Save the Vlei prayer meeting to save our public space

BRIDGET PITT

WITH so many religious leaders
present, we could not but have
good weather at the prayer
meeting held at Princess Vlei on
Sunday, September 22.

After a week of violent storms,
we were treated to a perfect
spring day as people gathered to
celebrate the spiritual power of
Princess Vlei, and to pledge their
commitment to fighting for the
threatened public space.

The gathering was welcomed
by Princess Vlei Forum Chairper-
son Philip Bam who spoke about
how the god of greed was the dri-
ving force leading to the destruc-
tion of sacred spaces such as
Princess Vlei.

He thanked people for coming
and helping to open the hearts
and eyes of our city leaders so
that this space could be preserved.

The opening prayer was per-
formed by Geoffrey Dayawana,

an elder from the Gospel Church -

of God, which is one of the many
churches that baptise people at
Princess Vlei.

Every year, thousands of peo-
ple are baptised in the waters of
the vlei, coming from all over the
country for this important ritual.
The church choir was also pre-
sent, as were many members of
the congregation of this and other
churches who do baptisms at the
vlei.

The spiritual origins of the vlei
were reinvoked, with a strong
presence from the Khoi groups of
the House of Xoraxouhoe and the
House of Cochogqua.

Bradley Van Sitters performed
a prayer in Nama, and there was
a cleansing ritual involving senior
leaders from both groups. Chief

Princess Vlei Forum's ‘Flight of Dreams’ art and culture event: THE magic of Princess Vlei was very much alive on Monday evening, September 23, as a crowd of
school children, parents and supporters engaged in a moonlight parade to celebrate the birds and other natural life at Princess Vlei. About 80 people, led by a giant
puppet of a grey heron, walked from the Jolly Carp to the Princess Vlei car park and back. They carried puppets and masks created by children over the last few
weeks. The event was a collaboration between the Princess Viei Forum, the Frank Joubert Art Centre, the Children’s Art Centre and Battswood Arts Centre, and also
involved local schools such as Wynberg High and Hyde Park Primary. Its intention was to celebrate and agitate to conserve the beautiful space around Princess Viei;
the birds and other natural fauna and flora from the vlei; and, at the same time, showcase the imaginative creativity of our talented local school children. The parade
encapsulated the vision of the Princess Viel Forum to use this space as a community canvas to express the spiritual, social and cultural identities of all of Cape
Town’s communities. How sad that the developers and politicians were not there to feel the magic. Photo MATILDA SMITH
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