
LAND FOR NEW 
CEMETERIES FORUM

27 & 28 JULY 2017
Birchwood and OR Tambo International Hotel, JHB

Target Market:
Municipalities
Cooperative governance and Traditional Affairs
Municipalities
Representatives Funeral agencies
Tombstones suppliers and manufacturers
Insurance industry
Banks

Objectives:
• discussing shortage of land for new cemeteries
• reusing old graves
• discussing alternative ways of burial
• Networking opportunities with fellow peers

Some of the aspect to be under
discussion
• Strategies in good management of cemeteries
• Challenges in cemeteries management
• Trends in good practices in cemeteries 
• Applying alternative burial options
• Solutions and recommendations

Benefi ts to attend
• Learn new ways of preserving land for burial

• Receive valuable insights on how to reuse old graves

• Networking value
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SEAT NOW!!!!SEAT NOW!!!!SEAT NOW!!!!

SPEAKER PANELSPEAKER PANELSPEAKER PANELSPEAKER PANELSPEAKER PANELSPEAKER PANEL

Prof David B. Coplan
Professor: 
Emeritus in 
Social 
Anthropology

Johann 
Jacobs
Director: Trusts 
& Estates, Cliffe 
Dekker Hofmeyr

Dr Kenneth 
Tafi rk 
Independent 
Consultant

Sonja Smith
CEO: Sonja 
Smith Funerals

Neil 
Ferguson
Director Flaura 
Funerals

Buti 
Maponyane, 
Independent

Organised by:
simphiwem@mogorosicomms.co.za
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BACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUND

Francinah‚ from Dawn Park in Boksburg‚ said 
the couple was buried on February 13 at a new 
cemetery in Tshing in Ventersdorp in North West. 
The old cemetery had been closed because it was 
full. She did not go to the cemetery but stayed at 
home preparing to welcome mourners back from 
the burial. Francinah decided to visit the graves 
on February 21 before travelling back home to 
Gauteng.

What she found at the cemetery disturbed her.

“I found graves fi lled with water. In our culture‚ 
when you bury the loved ones‚ that is their place 
to rest. The deceased must not be disturbed.”
She said when she saw the graves in that state‚ 
she wanted to cry as it was the fi rst time she 
had seen anything like that in her life.

“There was water everywhere. It had not been 
raining. It was a frightening fl ow of water.”

She reported the situation to the municipality 
but almost a year later‚ the municipality had not 
done anything about it.

This week‚ the municipality extended an offer to 
the families to relocate the 48 people buried at 
the cemetery to a safe facility.
“The plan is to relocate them as soon as an 
alternative and suitable place has been found‚” 
council spokesman Willie Maphosa said.

Maphosa said the municipality was doing the 
necessary geological tests to determine the 
suitability of the land to be used as a gravesite. For 
now‚ the cemetery is closed to further burials.

The South African Local Government Association 
says availability of land is the biggest challenge 
facing the cemetery sector in the country.

Salga said apart from the high demand for in-ground 
burial causing a shortage of space‚ cemeteries had 
also been situated on unsuitable land.

“This is because environmental legislation relating 
to the suitability of the soil and the gradient of the 
land is either insuffi cient or not enforced. In some 
municipalities cemeteries are located near water 
sources‚ and the challenge is compounded by 
non-adherence to burial standards regarding grave 
depths‚” Salga said in its report on good practices 
in cemeteries management‚ which was published 
in October last year.

However‚ Johannesburg is facing a different 
problem.

Although it has adequate burial space to last for 50 
years‚ as it has 5-million spaces available‚ the city 
wants to encourage secondary burials in existing:
cemeterieshttp://www.dispatchlive.co.za/
news/2017/01/27/relative-describes-horror-
finding-loved-ones-graves-floating-cemetery/ 



PROGRAMMEPROGRAMMEPROGRAMMEPROGRAMMEPROGRAMMEPROGRAMME

DAY 1 DAY 2THURSDAY 27 JULY FRIDAY 28 JULY 

08:00 Registrations and morning 
refreshments

08:50 Opening remarks by   
Chairperson

09:00 Setting the scene:
Buti Maponyane, Independent

10:00 Mid morning refreshments

10:30 Cultural Factors Impacting on 
Cemetery Grave Allocation

Prof David B. Coplan, Professor: 
Emeritus in Social Anthropology, 
University of the Witwatersrand

11:00  Burial Rights: a legal perspective
Johann Jacobs, Director: Trusts & 
Estates, Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr

12:30 Lunch

13:30 Why land evokes deep emotions?
Dr Kenneth Tafi rk, Independent 
Consultant

15:00 Closing by chairperson and 
participants

08:00  Morning refreshments

08:50 Opening remarks

09:00 Birth to death
• pregnancy loss pre-26 weeks, 
• no right to bury what already perceive
‘child’ 
• an impact on the funeral industry &
cemeteries
Sonja Smith, CEO, Sonja Smith 
Funerals

10:00 Mid morning refreshments

10:30 Discussing bio gradable coffi ns 
and caskets

Neil Ferguson, Director, Flaura 
Funerals

12:00  Closing by chair and participants 
& Lunch



Participant 1: ....................................................................................................................................

Position: .........................................................................     Email: ...............................................

Organisation: ................................................................      Tel: .....................................................

Participant 2: ....................................................................................................................................

Position: .........................................................................     Email: ...............................................

Organisation: ................................................................      Tel: .....................................................

Participant 3: ....................................................................................................................................

Position: .........................................................................     Email: ...............................................

Organisation: ................................................................      Tel: .....................................................

Accounts: ...........................................................................................................................................

Person dealing with account: ................................................   Vat No: .....................................

Position: ...............................................   Tel No: ................................   Fax: ................................

Email: ............................................................   Postal: ........................................................................

AUTHORISATION: Signatory must be authorized to sign on behalf of Company

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
The following terms and conditions will apply:

No seats will reserved, unless Mogorosi Communications receives a signed         
registration form

Mogorosi Communications reserves the right, due to circumstances beyond our 
control, to change speakers, program content, date & venue.
The signed registration form is a legally binding contract.

Payments and Cancellations:
All cancellations are subject to the following conditions:Mogorosi Communications 
must be notifi ed in writing of all cancellations.

Full payment is required 1 week prior to the conference by EFT or Direct Deposits. 
Cancellations are to be submitted and confi rmed in writing via e-mail or fax at least 
14 working days prior to the event upon which the delegate fee will be refunded 
less a 10% +Vat service fee.

A 50% cancellation fee is applicable for cancellations received within less than 
7 working days prior to the conference. No refunds will be given for delegates 
who do not show up, or for cancellations within 24 hours of the conference 
that they booked for. The company/individual is liable for full payment of the 
conference fee.

Legal action will be taken for the recovery of any outstanding payments. 
Any legal and related costs will also be for the account of the client.                                    
Mogorosi Communications reserves the right to change the venue of cancel the 
conference should it be deemed necessary.

Payments will only be reimbursed should Mogorosi cancel the conference. I hereby 
acknowledge that I have read and understood these terms and condition and that I 
accept them as duly authorized company representative.

Substitutions: Participants must inform Mogorosi Communications in writing 
of any replacements.

NB: I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understood all the terms and 
conditions of registration.

Name: ...................................................   Position: ...........................................................................

Tel No: ...................................................   Fax No: .............................................................................

Email: .......................................................   Signature ..............................   Date: ...............................

Standard registration fee per person: 

R6,999.00 VAT excl.
Registration fee include conference materials, morning and afternoon 

refreshment and lunch, but do not include transport and accommodation.

Group booking of three more  per person: R 5 999 VAT Excl.


