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Family tree of the Rostock Jeppe family © Leigh Voigt, Schagen, Mpumalanga - South Africa
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Foreword

In 2019, the birth year of Rostock's son Hermann Carl Otto Friedrich Jeppe will be celebrated
for the 200th time on 22nd April, truly an occasion for a small typeface to commemorate it.

Time and again it read in biographical lexicons, he, Hermann Jeppe was the first Jeppe in
South Africa! - This is proven wrong, because a century earlier, a member of the Jeppe clan
set foot on the Cape of Good Hope on South African soil! —

According to my previous research, the first proven Jeppe in South Africa was "Hans
Christian Jeppe" from Kellubehuisen (Kellenhusen in Holstein), who hired as a soldier on
April 27, 1730 on the ship "Den Dam" of the Dutch East India Company (VOC) landed on the
way to Batavia on 16 August 1730 at the "Cape of Good Hope" and made a stop, but 12 days
later on 28 August 1730 went back on board and continued the journey to Batavia. It was
just a quick visit, but a Jeppe had set foot on the ground at the Cape. Hans Christian Jeppe
died on 16 January 1733 in Asia, as reported in the reports of the VOC briefly. But who
knows, maybe Jacob Claas (Claus) Jeppe was much earlier at the Cape of Good Hope. On
19.11.1703, Jacob Claas Jeppe looks at the VOC on the ship "Huis ter Haan" as Booschieter
(gunner), determined also this ship station on the way to Batavia at the Cape of Good Hope,
but | did not found a written report about it.
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In the old VOC documents it is also apparent that much earlier, on January 3, 1694, Simon
Jeppe entered the service of the Dutch East Asia Company (VOC) as a soldier in the rank of a
captain from Heykant (Netherlands). Was he perhaps once on land on the way to Batavia,
India or China in Cape Town?

However, the arrival of the Rostocker son Hermann Jeppe in Cape Town can only be found
more than 100 years later in the archived documents of Cape Town. On February 5, 1848,
his application for authorization as a pharmacist and druggist in the Cape Province can be
found. The exact date of his landing from ship lists remains unoccupied.
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Hermann Carl Otto Friedrich Jeppe was the favorite son, but also a special problem child of
the Rostock economist Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Jeppe at Hopfenmarkt 15 in Rostock. Favorite
son because he was born as first son, but at the same time he was his problem child, as the
economist later had to experience suffering. The idea for this special story around the
person Hermann Carl Otto Friedrich Jeppe was born when the history professor Lindsay
Frederick Braun from the University of Oregon in Oregon USA "fed" me with so far unknown
material from South African time and made it accessible to me. Since | myself had made
some surprising coincidences concerning Hermann Jeppe from Mecklenburg time, it seemed
time to work on Hermann Jeppe's youth and the first time in the British Crown Colony at the
Cape of Good Hope and later in the Transvaal and put it on paper. | have a little guilty
conscience, because it does not paint a very favorable picture of the Rostocker son. In
contrast, his niece Friederika Elisabeth Dietrich™ describes in her biographical story "March
Hare" a completely different picture of her uncle. She describes her uncle as a much
humorous "Luftikus", always ready to joke, but also as a reliable member of the family,
especially when the Dietrich family™™ needed special help.

While | was working on the matriculation project at the University of Rostock, we stumbled
upon unregistered documents in the basement of the university concerning Hermann Jeppe
and his planned studies in pharmacy. A truly rare and surprising find, but more sources had
to be developed to create a picture that adequately portrays the son of Rostock. In the
aftermath of the Jeppe research some church book sources could be opened to which |
found access only very late, but which were necessary for the representation of the person
of the Rostock Hermann Carl Otto Friedrich Jeppe.

Lehrherr Apotheker Carl Friedrich Framm © Edith Framm
Wismar

1 Note: In October 1935 and October 1939, Friederika Elisabeth Dietrich publishes the book "March Hare" at
Oxford University Press in London under the name Elsa Smithers as the autobiography of Elsa Smithers.

2 Note: See "March Hare", Chapter 8, Kimberley, p131, when Hermann Jeppe after 1881 granted refuge to the

then fatherless Dietrich family on his farm Gong Gong for seven months. The father Johann Moritz Dietrich had
been murdered in the summer of 1877 on the Lydenburg goldfields, so Elsa wrote in her book.
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Furthermore, Dr. Edith Framm 2007, her book "A Mecklenburg pharmacist life in the 19th
century" (ISBN 978-3-00-020792-1) [Origin: Ein Mecklenburger Apothekerleben im 19.
Jahrhundert] before the public before, also here were very hidden unimagined connections
to the person of Hermann Jeppe as a Pharmacist Mate Apprentice. This book provides a
good insight into the life and work of pharmacists in the first half of the 19th century and
gives particular information about the Framm pharmacy foundations in the cities on the
Baltic coast of Mecklenburg.

The author
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Hermann Otto Carl Friedrich Jeppe, apothecary assistant from Rostock

The first-born son (born April 22, 1819) of the economist Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Jeppe from
Rostock gives a beautiful example of this, as well as how biographies were "pimped up" by
his own or someone else's hand. Who would have dictated the life data of Hermann Jeppe
to the author of the "Vol.2 - National Biography HSRC Pretoria 1972"? Should not only the
pure historical truth be read in such a book!
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Taufbuch St. Jacobi Gemelnde Rostock 1819 © Peschel 2017

Let's start with the birth and the baptism, which gives wonderful information about
the social position, family and friends. The christening "Hermann Carl Otto

Fri(e)drich Jeppe" was the beloved first born child of the Rostock merchant Carl
Friedrich Wilhelm Jeppe and his wife Magdalene Caroline Anni Westphal, newly
married in 1818 to the esteemed Hof pharmacist Elise Framm!® in Doberan, a born
Winter, who - as the fourth godmother in substitution for the seemingly already ill
house-Hofmeister Friedrich KIuth[“], who managed the ducal possessions in Doberan,
had jumped in. The baptism took place in the nearby St. Jacobi church in Rostock.
Pastor Martiensen from Steffenshagen, the second husband of his paternal

3 Note: Hermann's grandmother Elise Framm led after the death of her husband in 1813 by the Hof-Apotheker
Johann Joachim Framm, in Doberan the "Hof-Apotheke Johann Joachim Framm Wittwe" together with the
Previsor Fietense.

4 Note: The ducal house-Hofmeister Friedrich Kluth died September 29, 1820, who administered the ducal
possessions in Doberan until his death, he was an uncle to his father Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Jeppe. Friedrich Kluth
had married the sister, Cornelia Lucia Magdalena (called Helene) Benthusen. Sister and grandmother on the
dam's side in Doberan was Margarethe Ludwiha Juliana Benthusen, daughter of the “Linden Wirt” and
postmaster Eberhardt Benthusen, as well as sister-in-law of the second Doberan forester Joachim Theodorus
Jeppe (* 17.1.1747 in Gelbensande - 4.4.1798 in Doberan). First Doberaner forester [1. Oberforster] was Johann
Jeppe (born 23.3.1707 in Schorrentin - 16.3.1790 in Doberan).
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grandmother, is his stepfather E 1n second place the father's brother, the Actuarius
of the Mecklenburg-Schwerin military authority in Schwerin, Johann Bernhard Otto
Jeppe (* 1790 - 1865) and third the merchant Droysen [] from Rostock. The ranking
also signals something of the appreciation that the sponsors in the family took.

Hermann Carl Otto Friederich was the darling of his father, and without question the
sunshine grandson of the pharmacist Elise Framm. He, Hermann, was the first-born
and was supposed to inherit the well-known paternal seed business on the “Blut-
Strasse” in Rostock later on. The house at Hopfenmarkt 15 had been transferred to
the young paternal couple as a truly princely wedding gift from the Mecklenburg
Duke Friedrich I. for long-life-free use, situated directly left hand to the ducal palace.
The merchant Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Jeppe had acquired the later business building
Blutstrasse No. 20 in 1820, shortly later after Hermann's birth, as business
relocation. The family soon grew and supplanted the seed trade from the residential
building "Am Hopfenmarkt 15", right next to the municipal property of the Grand
Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin in Rostock and diagonally opposite the university.

Birthplace at Hopfenmarkt 15 in Rostock 2008 © Peschel

Thus the offspring grew up well-sheltered in the parents' house on the Hopfenmarkt
in direct neighborhood next to the grand ducal possessions, but already in 1821
Brother Julius followed and soon thereafter the sister Mathilde was born in 1822. By
the year 1833, the children grew up to seven children, a total of 3 brothers and four
sisters. But Hermann, as | shall call him, grew up next to the later-born siblings and
will have had a carefree childhood in the neighborhood of the ducal possessions.

5 Note: The first husband of Margarethe Ludwiha Juliana, daughter of the “Linden Wirt” and postmaster
Eberhardt Benthusen, was the chief forester Joachim Theodosius Jeppe, who died April 4, 1798 for unexplained
circumstances during a hunt in Doberan.

Seite 11



Im Nebel der Vergangenheit
- OICormann Garl Olto ~sfriedrich Seppe -

i O achruf aum 199 Geburtstay des (Rastocker Qbohnes,

340 Jeppe
Jeppe, Hermaon Otie Carl (*Rostock,
Mecklenburg-Schwernin, Ger, 1819 -~

+Brakboschspruit, Prinska, 25.2.1852), physician
and Transvasl civil servont, was of German
descent and the eldest som of Carl Friedrich
Wilhelm Joppe, a civil servant and economic
counsellor of the grand-duke of Mecklmnmbure-
Schwerin, and his wife Magdalcon Anna Card-

g t B
of thiz he emigrated to the Cape Coloay and

was the first Jeppe to arrive in South Africa.
Hiz voopoger brother, Frcdnch Heinrich
Jeppe,* and his sister Francisca, who married
m German officer, Captain Districh, came to
South Africa in 1861, while a third brother,
Julius Jeppe (1821-1833), father of Sir Julius
Teppe,* followed in 187

0,
In Cape Town J. was employed by the apothe-

lore’ He also fell in love with
daughter, Maria ;!n_r.:ghqr-

During the 18503 they went fo th
and in 1858 J. offered his services W the Rus-
tenburg commumity as a physician. Their stay
in Bustegburg could not have been a Jong one
for, between 1859 and 1861, 1. occupisd several

posts which required his residemce in
Poichefstroom. Appainted the local postmaster
in August 1859, J. became the first Postmaster-
General of the Transvaal Republic, and under
bis control the postal serwice i CcOfia
siderably. In Scptember 1859 he was lamporsry

and in May 1861 acting stats attorney. In 1339
he was for a time the éditor of the Transvaal
Gouvernements Courant.

At the end of 18561 I, resigned as Postmaster-
General and returned to Rustenburg. In July
1866 he was elected a B burg member of
the Troansveal Volksraad He became master
of the Supreme Court for the district of Pre-
toria in December 1868 and in August (869 the
Transvaal Republic's first master of rths
Supreme Court (weesheer). There iz alzo evi-
dence that hi praglised medicine in Ruston-
burg afier being licensed, for in March 1871
he was publicly for his sugcessful treat-
ment of & pabeént. In 1873 F. waa, :
alleged to have embezzled money as a member
of the commission of the Orphan . Al
though he handed owver all his property, io-
cluding his house, 10 the Bnl as com-
pensation for the finanecial loss which it had

- edical

suffered as a result of his careless buokkesping,
be was dismissed from his post as master of the
Supreme Court at the beginning of 1874 and was
charged with public theft and frand He left the
Transvaal & poor man and in 1881 was living in
poverty with his family on a farnn near Gong-
the alluvial diggings on the Vaal River

about thirty-four miles from Barkly West
J. had four sonss Juliug Otto, Heinrich O. I,
Carl F. W.. and Hermann Oscar M. and three
daughters: Maria J. €, Julia W, and Madida.
After the death of his first wite he married
Rose Ellen Robinson and had three children.
Thexe is a porirait of bim in the portrait col-
lection of the Transvaal Archives, Pretocia.
Other poriraits appear in D. J. Mostart, Ge-
denkboek wan die ossewaens op die pad vam
Suid-Afrika (Cape Town, 1940) and in the Pre-
rorig centenary albrm (Pretoria, 19323 T

1 B.JI.T,

Afrikannse Bepublick,
1950 — Pretorie, 18551955, Pa., 1955; - 0. H. DURROWE,
_ﬂ._hium-rnd: medicine in South Afrca. C.T., 1958,

Feppe. Sir Julius Gotlieh Ferdinand (*Rostock,
Mleckien in, (rer., Tulty 1859 — TLomn-
don, Eng, 1.9.1929), Transvaal mining and
property magnate, was the second son of Tulius
Guottlieh Emst Chrstian  Fepps  (24.2.1821-
16.6.1893), who emigrared from Rostock with
his family in 1870, and his wife Barbara (Bewy)
Fritsch (18356-1854). J."s father was a brother
of Hermana 0. C. F. Jeppe™ and Fricdrich H.
Jeppe.* who had boih preceded him to South
Africa

The Jeppe family settded in what was then the
quist village of Pretoria. Thomas Baines,® Carl
Mauch* and other explorers wers Greguent
visitors to the family home, and their tales of
adventore end gold discoveries made A SlrODg
impression an the mind of young J. At the age
of seventeen bLe served in Presidemt T. F
Burgers's*® disastrous commando  opecrations
against Sekhukhune I* and saw action again in
188081 during the First Anglo-Boer War.

After entering the firm of Schiffmann ond
Ceompany in Pretoria as a elerk, he guickly ros=
io the position of manager, but, with the gold
discoveries on the Witwatersrand, he ond his
elder brother, Carl Jepps,* and their [ather
duvoted their energies 1o prospecting and land
development in and around Fobannesburg. A
piece of groumd known a5 Randjeslanpte (be-
trween present Commissioner Street and Hos-
pital Hill) was pegged by a syndicate controlied
by the Jeppes; but, when mining thers proved
o failure, the ground was converted into toWon-
ship lots casting fifteen pounds per stand. When

Aus Vol.2- National Biography HSRC Pretoria 1972 © Peschel 2015
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Extracts from Dictionary of South African Biography Vol IT

Physician and Transvaal civil servant, was of German descent and the eldest son of Carl
Friedrich Wilhelm Jeppe, a civil servant and economic counsellor of the grand-duke of
Mecklenburg-Schwerin, and his wife Magdalena Anna Carolina Westphal. Jeppe
intended becoming a medical practitioner but was unable to qualify in that profession in
Germany owing fo his poor evesight. Because of this he enugrated to the Cape Colony
andwas the first Jeppe fo arrive in South Africa. His vounger brother. Friedrich Heinrich
Jeppe.* and his sister Francisca, who marnied a German officer, Captain Dietrich, came
to South Affica in 1861, while a thurd brother, Julius Jeppe (1821-1893), father of Sir
Julis Jeppe,* followed in 1870, In Cape Town Jeppe was employed by the apothecary.
Otto HL. Landsberg® and leamed a good deal of medical lore, He also fell in love with
his wealthy emplover's daughter. Maria Jacoba Carolina(Mimi) Landsberg. As her
parents disapproved of the match the couple eloped during a reception at Government
House at which Mana was a guest and Jeppe was disguised as a Malay watter in order to
gain admission Durning the 1850's they went tothe Transvaal and in 1858 Jeppe offered
his services to the Rustenburg comnmmity as a physician. Their stay in Rustenburg could
not have been a long one for, between 1859 and 1861, Jeppe occupied several official
posts which required his residence in Potchefstroom. Appointed the local postmaster in
Amngust 1859, Jeppe became the first Postmaster-General of the Transvaal Republic, and
under his control the postal service improved considerably. In September 1859 he was
temporary and inhay 1861 acting state attorney. In 1832 he was for a time the editor of
the Transvaal Gouvernements Courant At the end of 1861 Jeppe resigned as
Postmaster-General and retumed to Rustenburg. In July 1866 he was elected a
Fustenburg member ofthe Transvaal Volksraad. He became master of the Supreme
Court for the district of Preforia in December 1868 and in August 1864 the Transvaal
Fepublic's first master of the Supreme Court (weesheer). There is also evidence that he
practised medicine in Eustenburg after being licensed, for in March 1871 he was
publicly thanked for his successful treatment of a patient. In 1873 Jeppe was. however,
alleged to have embezzled monev as a member of the commission of the Orphan
Chamber. Although he handed over all his property, including his house, fo the
"government as compensation for the financial loss which it had suffered as a result of
his careless bookkeeping, he was disnussed from his post as master of the Supreme
Court atthe beginning of 1874 and was charged with public theft and fraud. He left the
Transvaal a poor man and in 1881 was living in poverty with lus fanily on a farm near
ong-Gong, the allwvial diggings on the Vaal Fiver about thirty-four miles fromBarkIy
West. Jeppe had four sons: Julius Otto, Hemnrich O L, Carl FW .| and Hermann Oscar
M.; and three daughters: Mana J.C.. Julia W.. and Matilda After the death of lus first
wife he married Rose Ellen Robinson and had three chuldren There is a portrait of him
in the portrait collection of the Transvaal Archives, Pretonia. Other portraits appear in
D.J. Mostert, Gedenkboek van die ossewaens op die pad van Suid-Afrika (Cape Town,
1930) and in the Pretonia centenary album (Pretoria, 1952). B.J. T L. ELSA SMITHERS,
March Hare. Lond | 1935 - P.J. NIENABER (red.), Afrikaanse biografiese woordeboelk.
v. 1 Jhg , 1947. - AN PELZFEFR  Geskiedems van die Suid-Afrikaanse Fepubliek v. L
Die wordingsjare. C.T., 1950; - Pretoria, 1855-1955. Pta__ 1955; - EH. BURROWS, A
history of medicine in South Africa C.T., 1958,

This extract was additionally displayed here for better readability of "Page 340
Jeppe".
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Directly behind the father's house at Hopfenmarkt 15 were the ducal stables and
coach houses that offered the little Hermann an excellent adventurous playground
until - until the seriousness of life gave little Hermann a first end, because probably
1826 (?) Was "little Hermann". As the later documents showed, "sitting still" and
concentrating and listening to the instructive words of the teacher was not
necessarily Hermann's favorite pastime. Hermann was not stupid, but so far he had
grown up a little strict by his mother, the father was sufficiently busy with the
establishment of his seed business and looked only at noon from the seed business
in the blood street coming in the house at Hopfenmarkt in to take the noon meal.
The mother was probably a little too lenient with the firstborn, and the rest of the
children wanted to be respected and cared for too.

Leaving those early childhood years, let us turn to the biography from Volume 2 of
the National Biography HSRC Pretoria 1972 and start with “bad eyesight”, which
later prevented him from becoming a doctor in Mecklenburg and had to emigrate to
Africa. What prevented him from this was first and foremost his diligence and school
education, as his rector Professor Bachmann testifies to the city school in 1844,
already Martini in 1834 he had to go from “Gymnasialklasse” to “Realschule” , a step
down, because of inadequate performance.
/ i
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.

Hermann
Julias Jeppe

Ans Rostock, 25 Jahr alt, evangelisch-Lutherischer Confession wurde zu
Johannis 1834 in die IVie Gymnasialclasse der grofien Stadtschule zu Rostock
aufgenommen; ging jedoch schon zu Michaelis desselben Jahrs zur Real-
schule iiber, und ist in derselben bis zu seinem Abgange zu Michaelis 1836, ein
Jahr lang Schiiler der 2ten, und ¢ben so auch ein Jahr lang

Schiiler der Isten Realelasse in allen Unterrichtsgegenstinden gewesen.

Sein Betragen und sein Fleild waren zumal in der letzten Zeal

regelmiBig; seine Fortschritte ziemlich befriedigend.

Dies wird ilhm hierdurch auf Verlangen auf den Grund der

vorhandenen Canturbiicher amtlich bestitigt.

Rostock d. 13ten Nov, Prof. Dr. Bachmann
1844 Director.

The rector did not report a “weak sight”, rather well, albeit very cautiously, about a
lack of academic performance, which is why he had to change from first- to
secondary school. His behavior, his diligence, improved with the progress of school
education only "quite satisfactory," which from today's perspective would probably
correspond to a “close three”. The departure from the first to secondary school is
documented on Michaelis in 1836. Thus, the way to a real medical study was built in
the time "pretty". Therefore, the father, respecting the naturalistic interest of his
first-born, decreed that he should complete a pharmacist's apprenticeship. For a
long time | believed that he had completed this training with his maternal
grandmother, the court pharmacist Elise Framm in Doberan. But we had no evidence
and sources to find. The book "A Pharmacist's Life in the 19th Century in
Mecklenburg" by Dr. med. Edith Framm in Wismar provided no information about
the apprentices in the Framm pharmacies. After consultation with the pharmacist
family Framm in Wismar there are no documents in the family about staff and
apprentices, but the attentive reader will still find the missing hidden clues and
connections.

Um seinen Wissensdurst zu stillen, trigt er sich an der Universitiit Jena fiir das Fach
Pharmazie ein. Spiiter studiert er noch in Rostock. AnschliefSend verschligt es ihn mit
seiner Frau Therese nach Grevesmiihlen. Acht Jahre betreibt Carl Friedrich Framm
hier eine Apotheke, die er von seinem Vorginger iibernommen hat. —

Quelle: https://www.svz.de/17152061 ©2017

So it remains to be seen that the stepbrother of his mother Caroline Jeppe, Carl
Friedrich Framm, was a pharmacist in Grevesmuhlen at that time.
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By accident, | came through "FamilySearch" on a completely different track, the
apprenticeship took place until the first exam el 35 an assistant to the half-brother of
his mother Caroline, the pharmacist Carl Friedrich Framm in Grevesmihlen instead.
This led in the period from March 1837 to January 1845 a pharmacy in
Grevesmiihlen ™ and only from 1 January

I 1
T armann (Bore Lhes

'rt ‘f’ I : -"' 'n' 4
] !ﬂ:ff‘:. 'Mﬂ%"'

Muﬂ.‘. wad
L g: e Manderoig
g o n _’ b= T f;'ﬁ
7 | 8 e d AEL Wade

Ausschnitt aus Taufbuch Kirchengem_einde Hohenkirchen 18. Sept. 1842 © Kirchengemeinde Hohenkirchen

In 1845 Apotheker Framm and his pharmacy moved to Wismar. Grevesmiuhlen is
within walking distance only about 10 kilometers from the estate Manderow near
Hohenkirchen, so you try maps as | do. It can be reached in about two hours on
"Schuster's Rappen".

6 Note: The apprenticeship period was usually 5 years, so presumably from Martini 1836 - Martini 1841. In the
baptismal document, the father Hermann Jeppe is referred to as a "pharmacist assistant”, he was apparently
employed after the apprenticeship as a young assistant.

7 Cf., "A pharmacist living in the 19th century in Mecklenburg" by Dr. med. Edith Framm about the spin-offs of
the Framm pharmacies mentioned therein.
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Black on white it says in the church book, it is clearly our "Hermann Jeppe", he is on
18 September 1842 already named as "Apothekengehiilfe in Grevesmiihlen" and as
unmarried "illegitimate father". This note seems to me to be a clear proof of the
paternity of our Hermann Jeppe from Rostock! The mother Dorothea Catharina Plog
was a young unmarried daughter of the servant Johann Plog, who was as a "service
girl" probably on Gut-Manderow in "position", which also by the godparents number
2 "Johann Hornack" and 3 "Sophia Anna Maria Weidmann "evidently seems, they
were based on the estate Manderow. Already since the winter of 1841, the maid
seems to have been so close to the nice apothecary assistant Hermann that she had
to look after a son Johann Joachim Hermann Plog.

Good Manderow belonged from 1799 to 1945 the family Martienssen, whether the
stepfather of Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Jeppe, Pastor Martienssen from Steffenhagen
belonged to this family has not been investigated. The town of Hohenkirchen had
set me in the footsteps of Hermann Jeppe after | had long believed that the father
had banished his beloved first-born son Hermann because of its debt settlement
during his ladder-wandering - wandering into Alsace and Bohemia, referred him to
stay in his father's house and sent him to Africa, as he wrote in his “last-will”. But
more about that story later on.

According to the church book, we can assume that Hermann not only eagerly
learned the profession of apothecary assistant from his uncle in Grevesmiihlen, but
also by the time with a young unmarried girl from the vicinity of the time had
expelled. Details of this early love will remain hidden in the fog of history, it may be
speculated further. But since the baptismal received the name Plog is to be assumed
- the father Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Jeppe paid the alimony. From the name "Plog"
and not Jeppe it can be assumed that the later economist C.F.W. Jeppe found an
agreement with her father, Johann Plog, and with some kind of payment, got rid of
the matter for his son. Hermann was by his nature an optimist and “Luftikus” as |
had to take note of again and again. This was obviously the thing eaten and
forgotten for Hermann.

Meanwhile, Hermann Jeppe was undaunted and requested a guest audience for the
lectures of the pharmacists at the University of Rostock[gl, which he was already
allowed at the end of October 1842. Actually, nothing more stood in the way of his
further training as a pharmacist and thus for the second exam. A job in a Rostock
pharmacy would have the already respected merchant C.F.W. Certainly Jeppe could
procure for Hermann to attend the lectures in Rostock. It seems incomprehensible
to us from today's point of view why he expressed to his father the desire in distant
lands to expand his knowledge of pharmacy, which the father obviously accepted.

8 Note from the pharmacist Joachim Framm: According to the Mecklenburg Medical Ordinance of 1830, it is
stipulated that the pharmacist assistants, if they wanted to run their own pharmacy, had to undergo an
examination at the University of Rostock. This exam was considered difficult, and it was a good idea to study in
Rostock for some time before the exam. Before 1830, a test was in front of the circle physicus, i. a medical
officer, sufficient.
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Despite his admission as a guest auditor, Hermann Jeppe embarked on the journey
as a traveling bearer and apothecary assistant and left the license unused.

Admission to the guest bookshelf was granted on October 28, 1842, as documented
below. But presumably the roof burned in the father's house and Hermann urgently
sought escape. It is not known how Hermann sold his lads wandering his father to
expand his pharmacist knowledge. | see in the spirit, Hermann left merry waving his
the parent’s house on "Schuster's Rappen" to climb at the next suitable opportunity
a stagecoach. It is also not exactly known where Hermann worked in Alsace and in
Bohemia, but on the way back to his father's house he made a small but a serious
mistake, but more a little later.
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Study Permit of October 28, 1842 © University of Rostock - Peschel

[em Herrn Hermann Jeppe aus Rostock

W i||| |'|i |_':,||||q.:§l Bis aufl Weiteres |.|i-¢ Erluasks-
nild ertheile, on den Gffentlichen und Pri-
vat="% odesungen aul hiesiger Universitdis
Amtheil zu nehmen.

Rostock. den 28 October 1542

Toh. Roeper,
d.7 Rector,
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| have not gotten out in which pharmacies Hermann offered his services as a
pharmacy assistant, he had simply disappeared in the fog of history. On November
14, 1844, he reappears with a petition in Rostock, in which he writes: "Since I was
prevented by a long jouwrney and other circwmstonces from
reporting to- the Collegiwm's visit at the right time, I allow myself
a solenmuv request to-allow me to- do-this without injurious effect for

me; subsequently.
Rostock 14.11.44. Hermawvwv Jeppe Pharmacist".

His request is prolonged with a side note and with date of November 13, 1844
emerges a belated testimony of his former school principal Professor. Bachmann, in
which his academic achievements can be read in short form. Despite the date
discrepancy, | assume that both letters were filed out simultaneously. Obviously,
Hermann has again allowed by himself to "not" appear for study, because on 3
December 1845 is another petition for renewed permission in the files of the
university.
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Hermann's request for extension of the study permit from December 1845 © University of
Rostock - Peschel
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The letter states that this is a two-page letter and a prolongation with the following
brief comments:

Conceds, B 4. Dechr. #5 ﬁ//e/ﬁ/@ &g/«at«/‘e/
Freoliy, the pernt for 2 years
D 4 Dec 71845 #A. IR TP

With this renewed extension Hermann had to honor the lectures no later than
December 4, 1847, with his visit. Theoretically, there was nothing standing in the
way of studying at the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences if he had made his way
home in time and set foot in the University of Rostock until December 4, 1847. But
he was not home yet and everything was different than Hermann thought. | assume
that Hermann's travel money was extremely tight already when starting home from
Bohemia and what was closer than the sister Mathilde and his brother-in-law
Ferdinand Gasch on “Gut Beutig”, near Meissen, in Saxony, pay a visit and this to
improve to ask them for a little Money to travel home. He also had probably read in
the “Norddeutsche Apothekerzeitung” that a contribution in the said sheet could
provide a small fee - and to Hermann's biography can thus contribute another
document.

Archiv nud Jetftung

APOTHEKER-VEREINS
Norddeutschiand.

Herausgegeben

SHeinrich Wackenrover und Fudwig Pley.

Wierter Band

m

Beissenhirtz’schen Vereinsjalkr.

Hannmnovwver.
Im Verlage der Hahn'schen Hofbuchhandiung.

18 47

YLies have short legs!
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Semen cynoshatl, neues Surrogal filr den Thee

]

H. Jeppe,

d. E. im Meizssen.

In neuverer Zeit, wo der eingefithrte Thee vielen Yer-
filschungen unterliegt, von denen manche (Blei und Kupfer)
sogar der Gesundheit nachtheilig sind, hat man vielfache
Yersuche gemacht, seine Stelle durch einheimische Pllan—
Zen zu arselzen.

It may have been either way, | had caught Hermann on the return hike and this
resulted in approximately a date of his return in the 3-4. Quarter 1847. Everything
went well, Hermann thought, and brother-in-law Ferdinand Gasch had brought out
172 thaler to enable a "befitting" journey home for Hermann, but the father in
Rostock found it not funny. No, he did not find it funny and had been so excited that
the fact in the last-will of his father in the summer of 1852 still found its
"appreciation" in detail.
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Transcribe § 3
"For my son Hermann I have repealedly pacid several debts;
also-made use of his institutiony as he went to-Africay uses; as
well as a debt of the same from 172 cThlyr (note Thaler
Cowrani) to- my son-in-law, the landlord Gasch on Beuwliy,
laken over and these uses; according to- remarks appearing
v my Oook; are presently 2047 thaler and 45 gudden
couwrand.
These suums are (o be comnected (o the same; bul without
calculalion of interest onw which to-confer, but of which; as it
now understandys himselfs would be deducted that which he
would like to- have worn down to- my deathv uniil aboud my
deali.
It however, I do not fear that he s in very miseradble
circumsionces al the time of my dealty then he showld be
released fromv the predetermined conference; Fowr Hundred
Thaler Cowrant, as the approximale amouni of the
commodities sent to- him Conferendum now miligaie this
Sue: ... " End transcript.

The father had certainly not let his son go on a hike without cash, and he has
regularly given him, in an unknown way, money for housing and adequate food. But
somehow it had not been enough for Hermann, so he had to confess the father a
terrible debt at the return. The father was a respectable merchant and certainly not
considered poor, but a debt account of over 2047 Thaler Courant, that was
unbelievable to him. Shortly before his death in June 1852, the father wrote his last-
will, after which Hermann had accumulated with his father the aforementioned debt
account. That Hermann on the last kilometers even begged the brother-in-law Gasch
for 172 Thaler may have gone particularly hard to the father's kidneys. But soon
after the arrival of Hermann Jeppe in Cape Town in 1848, the father is milder and
sent him another non-refundable amount and things to establish a pharmacy to
Swellendam, as he writes also in his last-will.

| assume that Hermann had sent the father copies of his application (February 5,
1848) and the authorization to open a pharmacy (February 9, 1848) in the Cape
region, otherwise | would have described the expenses as things and in cash not
understandable.

During my research trips to South Africa, Cape Town and Swellendam, however, |
could not find any traces of Jeppe's pharmacy founding in Swellendam there. Maybe
it was my mistake and | did not dug deep enough. But in other words, his petition for
establishing a pharmacist's independence in the Cape region and the permission
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derived from it had been dug up by US history professor Lindsay Frederick Braun in
the archives in Cape Town. It may remain a secret for what Hermann spent the

attention of his father to the pharmacy foundation.
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PG SR FRUR . -~

Admission Hermann Jeppe as a pharmacist © Prof. Lindsay Frederick Baun,
Oregon USA

In the biographical article in "Vol.2 - National Biography HSRC Pretoria 1972" it is
written that Hermann Jeppe came to Cape Town in the 1850s, this is hereby at least
approximately refuted. Hermann Jeppe was most likely already in Cape Town on 5
February 1848, that is the application date from Cape Town. Assuming about a
three-month travel time with a sailing vessel from Germany to Cape Town is
therefore to be assumed that Hermann Jeppe left Rostock about October 1847, so
immediately after the return of the son from his “Wanderburschen” time. This date
also fits in the calendar order of return from Alsace and Bohemia via Saxony to
Rostock. Ship and passenger lists about the trip have unfortunately not been found
so far.

Furthermore, the article in "Vol.2 - National Biography HSRC Pretoria 1972" has been
told the story of the kidnapping of his future wife from the townhouse in Cape
Town, after he kidnapped his Mimi in disguise as a Malay waiter. This documented
alleged incident is to be considered a "untrue anecdote". Maria Magdalena
Wilhelmina Landsberg (* 12.2.1833 - +7.6.1872), called "Mimi", was at the time of
marriage just 16 years old and needed the consent of her parents, hardly imaginable
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Father Landsberg would have been after a kidnapping of the marriage in 1849
Swellenbosch given his consent. Whether Landsberg had a reason to reject Hermann
as a son-in-law is not known.

South African Commercial Advertiser 1849 - 1 - January to March

Wednesday 31 January 1849

MARRIED by Special Licence by the Reverend Mr Van Staveren, Hermann JEPPE,
native of Rostock, Germany, to Maria LANDSBERG, eldest daughter of Otto
LANDSBERG Esq.

In South African sources, a marriage of Hermann Jeppe and "Mimi" Le] Landsberg[l"] in

Swellendam is reported on the 30th or 31st (?) Of January 1849, confirming my
assumption. In another ecclesiastical source, | also found the following brief
indication that Reverend van Staveren trusted her on 31 January 1849 with a special

permit (due to minority) in Swellendam. 14

Whether the wedding took place on 30 or 31
January 1849, should remain unclear, the
information from these sources are very close
to each other. During my own research trips
to South Africa, neither in Swellendam nor in
Cape Town did | discover the founding of a
pharmacy by Hermann Jeppe in those years.
In March 1854, "De Zuid Afrikaan" of March
23, 1854, reports that Hermann Jeppe offers
his possession, including pharmacy
equipment for sale. At least for a few years,
he used his father's donations to set up a
pharmacy for a pharmacy.

Hermann Jeppe's father-in-law was Otto H. L.
Landsberg, as described above in "Vol.2
National Biography HSRC Pretoria 1972", he
was a pharmacist, in which Hermann had
acquired much of his knowledge. The book
"Deutsche Wanderungen nach Sudafrika im
19. Jahrhundert”, also names LANDSBERG,
O.(tto); lived around 1845 in or near Cape
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March 1854 Sale of the property in
Swellendam © Peschel

9 Note: Hermann Jeppe's first wife Mimi (pet name) was baptized on March 3, 1832 as Maria
Magdalena Wilhelmine Landsberg and so it is also on her grave stone in Pretoria.

10 Note: Hermann Jeppe's first wife Mimi (pet name) was baptized on March 3, 1832 as Maria
Magdalena Wilhelmine Landsberg and so it is also on her grave stone in Pretoria.

11 Note: For this purpose, the source is referred to as the South African Commercial Advertiser. It is
unlikely that Otto H.L. Landsberg had agreed to a kidnapping of his daughter's marriage to the
kidnapper.
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Town, 1886 cigar manufacturer in Cape Town; 26, 162 "but as a cigar manufacturer,
which is also not quite correct, because other sources say he was" Kautabak
manufacturer "and have him as a painter.

e ,.

Mimi's gra\/’estone in Pretoria © Lindsay Fr derick Brown, University of Oregon USA

Years later in the Transvaal, on the birthday of his brother-in-law Johann Moritz
Dietrich on the Farm "Morgensonne" near Rustenburg, in 1867, in addition to
Hermann Jeppe, the Bremen-based researcher and writer Eduard Mohr and his
entourage stayed at Farm Morgensonne. On the occasion of the birthday party had
obviously drunken beer properly and the guests from the old home Saxony many
“geflunkerte” stories tied up. Mohr had reported in his two-volume book "Zu den
Vitoriafallen des Zambesi" and thus revalued them to alleged facts. The also present
with five-year-old daughter Friederika Elisabeth Dietrich, *1. March 1862 in
Rustenburg, published in 1930s in her biographical narrative "March Hare", under
her married name Elsa Smithers, in London and these untrue exploits delivered
another source, she had simply adopted from later hearsay (stories). Elisabeth
Dietrich was born in Rustenburg in March 1862 and, as a five-year-old at the time,
certainly had no direct reminder of her father's birthday and the stories they told -
and therefore she copied it from Mohr's travelogue.

On the occasion of the visit by Eduard Mohr on Farm Morgensonne near
Rustenburg, the brother-in-law Johann Moritz Dietrich, they may have brewed all
properly home-brewed beer and smashed old patriotic songs - and so is the tradition
in "After the Victoria Falls of Zambezi", page 122 , of course, also nonsense,
Hermann Jeppe fought in 1848 under General Hecker in Baden against the
insurgents, it has been a pure fairy tale, which unfortunately can be attributed to
alcohol. According to Hermann Jeppe's article in "Archiv und Zeitung des Apotheker-
Vereins in Norddeutschland" 4th volume - Autumn 1847 Hermann Jeppe was in the
1848/49 revolution on his way back to his father's house in Rostock in 1847 and
shortly thereafter on his journey into adventure Africa. General Hecker 1848/49 will
have waived Hermann Jeppe's exploits.
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As far as my example regarding the credibility of recognized reference works such as
- "National Biography HSRC Pretoria 1972", but also the biographical story "March
Hare" by Elsa Smithers, - in which the information is at least in parts very, very
doubtful! In the aforementioned encyclopedia of seven children from the first
marriage and three children from second marriage reported, another source reports
of 11 children and since the illegitimate son was previously unknown, it will probably
have been twelve children to whom Hermann gave the life. Unanswered must also
remain the question of whether Hermann's siblings were well informed that they
had become since 18 September 1842 uncle and aunts of a little "Johann Joachim
Hermann" (Plog). Even if the father kept this event under cover - is not known.

Between Swellendam in the Cape Province and the old Transvaal capital
Potchefstroom, Hermann Jeppe did not go further into the my net. In the National
Biography is written on page 340, Hermann and his family moved to 1858 (?) to
Rustenburg, where he offered his services to the community as a doctor. According
to this, Hermann Jeppe would have lived in Rustenburg at least from 1858 onwards.
His farm Bellevue but he has the following document only 1. 7. 1870 for 90, - engl.
Pounds purchased.

Land Registry Farm Bellevue, Rustenburg © University of Oregon USA

But this is contrary to the fact that in the "Transvaal Argus" in July 1866, the
subsequent sale notice should appear and provide another proof of residence and
ownership. In the middle of 1866 Hermann Jeppe sold a threshing machine from the
Bellevue farm, according to an advertisement in the "Transvaal Argus". During this
time he was after the cadastral leaf but not the owner of the farm Belle-Vue,
apparently he had been before the purchase over an uncertain time tenants of the
farm.
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Ein N achruf aum 199 Geburtstag des Rastocker Qbohnes

FOR SALE
A TWO HORSE-POWER THRASHING MACHINE with GEAR etfc.. complete.

For particulars apply to
H. JEPPE, Belle-V'ue, near Rustenburg.

p.3, 31 Jul 18866.
Anzeige aus Transvaal Argus 1866
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Bellevue transfers from RAK 3016 © Transvaal Archives

The question remains whether Hermann Jeppe possibly still in the possession of
another Farm Bellevue or had changed, because another document on the change
of ownership of a Farm Bellevue contains different information such. No. 178/311 JQ
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in Neachruf aum 199, Geburtsiag des Rastocker Qdohnes

about 239 square acres and No. 128 in size from about 2016 morning, both were
purchased by Hendrick Stephanus Straw. Apparently Hermann Jeppe has increased

his farm Bellevue by buying something.

The Friendof T the Foee St

AWD mnﬂmm SAZETTE.

e = -

:ILnIIInmm FHIRKK. FEMNLLAN & 155,

rROSPEOTUS
ROSTENBURGSCHE LAXD EN THMIGRATIE NAATSCHAPPU.
mmnwm VAN £30 ELE

" Vi "“"iﬂ“ﬂ“

T KVIL] fLrl

BESTUUNDERME:
I EE W, R - Sl mr .

.. a
Fhe s L i
H“ . ]
R, .
l'd'll-n'—lh'l-l R -

mﬂlm o I-I.'-I-i‘lm

- e A BRI e e sl
P HMTJ’-I"I'I iit”m."hhl FRELIER
B B e 4 shenny J by

.-‘-‘-ld-lh I-ﬂ.i,ll n“*h#

TR

b i...—.b-g-.. 1_-
1.".".5' — -y ey ..-"?!'L'."..."‘u‘!%{“‘" y - :‘-u:
e Mo

VOLN TAN AANVILIO VOOR LAANDEELEN.
hae o Weriarm o e B ion e i
Hm—l-:__m-h_ﬂr-'::‘"lh LR tr_ WL
P BLE ] T el gty waks wrcen g palagi e cwd s e Fapie.
= i gy e g 8 W e al B e Wl Y e e g AR e
i e —
B Bl oo . 5 i s tssin s

Kapirw Lo Masrhvgyy wa de Mo w Betes'say. 31 Mo, 108
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Other sources also seem to prove
that Hermann Jeppe owned the
farm Honeymoon at Rustenburg.

One of these sources says
Hermann Jeppe was the 