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BACKGROUND OF THE COLLOQUIUM ON GRAVES OF THE VICTIMS OF CONFLICT 
1. 
The colloquium will take place on the 09 – 10 October 2018 at Winston Church Hill – Pietermaritzburg – KwaZulu Natal.
2. 
The National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (hereinafter referred to as the NHRA), stipulates at least four categories of victims of conflict, whose places of interment form an integral component of the national estate
, worthy of protection and preservation.
2.2 
These categories of the victims of conflict according to Section 2(xviil) (a-c) of NHRA include the following:-
2.2.1 
Persons who died in any area now included in the Republic as a direct result of any

war or conflict specified in the regulations.
2.2.2 
Members of the forces of Great Britain and former British Empire who died in service in any area now included in the Republic.
2.2.3 
Persons who, during the Anglo Boer War (1899-1902) were removed as prisoners of war from any place now included in the Republic, to any place outside South Africa and who died there; and
2.3.4 
Certain categories of persons who died in the liberation struggle as defined in the regulations, and in areas included in the Republic as well as outside the Republic
2.3 
With the passing of time, debates have emerged regarding the protection of this part of the national estate. On the one hand, the lopsided emphasis placed on colonial conflict and the graves emanating from such wars is often noted. On the other hand, the absence of clear regulations articulating the criteria of who can be construed as victim of conflict, among those who died in the course of the liberation struggle raises other set of challenges. 
2.4 
However, the focus of the envisaged colloquium for which permission is sought by the current submission pertains to the relevance of all the above mentioned categories of victims of conflict combined. The colloquium will seek to solicit expect opinion regarding the protection of this category of graves. That colloquium will address a hypothetical question, “Do graves of the victims of conflict become less significant once they pass beyond the reach of living memory to the realm of archaeology? 
2.5 
The two day colloquium will be arranged to interrogate this question and will countenance inputs on the subject. A constellation of actors in the relevant heritage policy implementation network will be invited to the colloquium, and engage with the inputs provided. Participants will include among others:-

2.5.1 Ordinary people and opinion makers in communities

2.5.2 Organic intellectuals and conventional academics

2.5.3 Traditional Leadership 

2.5.4 Heritage Managers in the three spheres of government

2.5.5 Representatives of Liberation Movements

2.5.6 Specially invited representatives of PHRAs etc.

2.6 
The intended outcome of the colloquium will be to seek to map out a clear research agenda on the subject with the hope that inquiries of that nature will eventually shape the direction of policy in the Province and by implication in the entire country. To this extent, a panel of heritage managers and academics will be selected to collate and consolidate what they regard as areas of research that will have to be pursued going forward on the subject.
3. 
Progressive and relevant heritage resource management derives an important stimulus and impetus from applied scientific inquiries of this kind.
3.1 
It is therefore to be expected that the envisaged colloquium will generate useful discussions and yield important lessons for heritage resource management in the province. 
3.2 
The colloquium is going to take place at an appropriate time where the programming of a policy decision merging Amafa AkwaZulu-Natal with the Heritage Chief Directorate is at an advanced stage. The organising and hosting of this colloquium within this wider policy environment will assist in shaping the direction the envisaged Institute is likely to take, in order to advance the course of sound heritage resource management in the Province.

� The national estate refers to all heritage resources of South Africa which are regarded as culturally significance, or to which other special value is attached for the present community and future generations (Section 3 of NHRA)
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